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“There are three classes of 
people: those who see, those 

who see when they are 
shown, those who do not see.”

–  L E O N A R D O  D A  V I N C I  –

This month is all about seeking and seeing! Together, we’ll 
look at three masterpieces and we’ll learn how to find and 
interpret all kinds of fascinating hidden messages in Italian 
Renaissance paintings!

Renaissance art is so beautiful to look at. The settings are beautiful – full of 
gardens in bloom and serene rolling landscapes. The people are beautiful 
– artists rarely painted regular people, instead choosing religious icons or 
mythological gods and goddesses as subjects for their art. The human 
body was idealized and shown in positions that highlight their graceful and 
lovely gestures. Even the clothing is beautiful – just look at the way this 
fabric falls in effortless folds and cascades across the canvas like a majes-
tic waterfall of sheer organza and shimmery silk.

There are three paintings for you to look at this week. Look very closely... 
there are hidden messages waiting for you to find them! Over the next four 
weeks we’ll learn all about these paintings and the artists who created 
them. This is your week to be an art detective. Use the skills of observa-
tion, curiosity, and wonder to uncover mysteries in the art. Chat about the 
art and share your ideas. Then, look again and find something new! There’s 
always more to see in art – especially art from the Italian Renaissance!
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Sandro Botticelli, Primavera, 1477–1482

click to
zoom in
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https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/la-primavera-spring/yQER9P-WIU2k9A
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Leonardo da Vinci, Madonna of the Rocks, 1483–1486

click to
zoom in
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e4/Leonardo_Da_Vinci_-_Vergine_delle_Rocce_%28Louvre%29.jpg
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Raphael Sanzio, The School of Athens, 1509-1511

click to
zoom in
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http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/stanze-di-raffaello/stanza-della-segnatura/scuola-di-atene.html#&gid=1&pid=1
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How to get your discussion started.
If your family is new to art appreciation, you can find a step-by-step guide to leading meaningful art 
discussions in the foundation section of our members’ area. 

Here are a few ideas to consider as you begin your discussion. Invite your kids to wonder about the art 
and to come up with their own ideas. Skip any questions that don’t inspire an engaged conversation.

“What do you see here?”

“Who are the people in this painting?”

“Are there clues that help us to know who the people are? What are the clues?”

“What are the people doing? What does that tell us?”

“Where are these people? What is the setting?”

“Are they interacting with their environment? How?”

“What is the story in this painting?”

“Does this art remind you of anything?”

“Does it make you feel a certain way?”

“Does it make you think or wonder about anything?”

“What about the colors here... what do you notice?”

“Is there anything special about the composition?”

“Are there things here that don’t quite make sense? What are they?”

“What interests you most about this painting?”

“What else do you see?”
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Make your conversation visual! As you discuss the art, note down some of the key words or ideas that 
come up! (You can also do this on a big sheet of butcher paper or a chalkboard.
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Italian Renaissance Masters
‘Renaissance’ means ‘rebirth’ in French. From the 14th century to the 17th century, there 
was a renewed interest in culture and thinking. The Italian Renaissance gave us sensational beauty (in 
the forms of art, architecture, and music), and fantastic new thoughts and ideas emerged from the 
many innovative philosophers and scientists of the time. 

This month we’ll learn all about three of the most famous Italian Renaissance painters – Raphael, Botti-
celli, and da Vinci – but there are several others who you may hear about as you explore Renaissance 
art. Four of the most celebrated Renaissance artists are known solely by their first names! They are 
Giotto, Michelangelo, Titian, and Donatello. Let’s get to know them a little better.

Donatello (Donato di 
Niccolò di Betto Bardi) was 
one of the most expressive 
sculptors of the Renais-
sance. He was born in 
Florence around 1386 and 
died there in 1466. He 
worked for the Medici 
family (we’ll learn all about 
them next week) on 
several important pieces of 
art.

Michelangelo (Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti 
Simoni) was a revolutionary painter, sculptor, architect, and 
poet. He lived from 1475-1564. He’s most famous for 
painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, but he also 
created a very important sculpture (The Statue of David), 
and he was the architect of St. Peter’s Basilica.

Titian (Tiziano Vecelli) is well known 
for his lavish and dramatic paintings. 
He created art based on religious 
and mythological tales, and he also 
painted captivating portraits and 
landscapes. He lived from 1488 or 
1490 until 1576, and he co-created 
the Venetian School.

Giotto (Giotto di Bondone) is called the 
Father of the Renaissance. He lived from 
1267-1377, and was the first artist to paint 
realistic (rather than stylized) figures, 
bridging the gap from the late middle ages 
to the Renaissance..  

Donatello, Madonna of the Clouds, 1425–1435

Titian, Bacchus and Ariadne, 1520-1523

Giotto, Details from the Peruzzi Chapel, 1320

Michelangelo, The Sistine Chapel Ceiling, 1508-1512
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The Symbolism of Color
Painters give us lots of clues we can use to decode their artwork. One of them is color! Every artist uses 
color differently, but there are some general rules that appear in Renaissance art.

Red is a complicated color, and it symbolizes two opposing ideas. Sometimes red means 
love, intensity, excitement, and power. Other times it signifies greed and temptation.

Yellow symbolizes warmth, abundance, joy, happiness, and optimism.

Green symbolizes the natural world, health, renewal/rebirth, and freedom.

Blue symbolizes peace, tranquility, water, and is the traditional color associated with the 
Virgin Mary’s clothing.

Purple symbolizes wealth, royalty, religion, and the element of air (or the heavens).

Rose (pink) symbolizes innocence and nurturing. 

White symbolizes purity. [Many times white, green, and red will be used together to 
represent the three cardinal virtues: faith, hope, and charity.]
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Let color tell your story
How can you make color a symbolic element in your art? This week, let color tell the story in your 
art? You may decide to paint a dramatic landscape. Or maybe you’ll find inspiration in setting up a lush 
Renaissance-inspired still life with bright fruit, or fresh flowers. You might like to paint a portrait of someone 
(real or fictional) for your art. Whatever subject you choose to paint, think about color and pay special 
attention to what the color is telling the viewer. Your art is a story. People who look at your art will understand 
what you are trying to tell them if you think it through first, and then implement your ideas visually!

N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .
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Here are some fun books you might like to 
check out from your library this month.

This month’s projects do not call for 
any special art supplies. But, it might be 
fun to simulate the experience of making a panel 
painting on wood (like Botticelli and da Vinci did) 
or painting a fresco on an interior wall (like 
Raphael). These are all optional supplies:

Week 1: Colorful still life items to use as a 
subject. (Fabric to drape, a vibrant fruit 
bowl, or a floral arrangement.)

Week 2: A wood panel and tempera 
paints.

Week 3: Cardboard cut into an arch 
shape (like the da Vinci painting).

Week 4: To do a simulated fresco you’ll 
need Plaster of Paris, a measuring cup, 
disposable mixing bowls, disposable mixing 
utensils, something to contain your drying 
plaster (foam tray, disposable plastic plates 
or a piece of burlap cut to size), and tem-
pera, watercolor, or chalk pastels to use on 
the plaster.

Wooden panels for 
painting are available at 
art and craft stores, or 
online.
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