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R E N O I R ’ S  T H O U G H T S  O N  A R T

We can learn so much about art just by looking at it through the eyes of the great 
masters. Renoir was not shy about sharing his thoughts and beliefs about art, and many of his ideas 
are quite inspirational and encouraging! Get to know the man behind the paintings as you hear first hand 
how Renoir thought about art...

“The most 
important 
element in 
a picture 
cannot be 
defined.”

“I’ve been 40 years 
discovering that the 
queen of all colors 
was black.”

“Your fervent attempt to be both a teacher and 
an artist may at times seem like an undertaking 
that’s simply beyond your capacity—beyond 
anyone’s capacity. That’s okay. From tremendous 
effort, tremendous things sometimes emerge. 
You’ll simply never know if you don’t try to find 
out what your true capacity is. I expect it will be 
far greater than you ever thought possible.”

“One must 
from time to 
time attempt 
things that are 
beyond one’s 
capacity.”

This advice works for 
more than just art... you 
can apply it to anything 
you’re trying that’s new 

and difficult!
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We’ve spent this month on a journey to experience life and art the way Renoir did over 100 years ago. 
Let’s take a moment to review some highlights from our discoveries this month.

Pierre-Auguste Renoir is a French painter 
who is known as one of the founding 
members of Impressionist movement in art. 
He was born on February 25, 1841, and 
he died on December 3, 1919.

Renoir and his art school friends – Claude 
Monet, Alfred Sisley, and Frédéric Bazille –  
would sit at cafes for hours contemplating 
the intellectual side of art. They created an 
entirely new way of painting when they 
began the Impressionist movement.

Impressionists are known for using quick 
brushstrokes that are more expressive and 
not as detailed as other art movements. 
Artists like Renoir were capturing a feeling 
in their paintings... recording an everyday 
moment on their canvas. The paint applica-
tion is usually thicker and the whole paint-
ing has a dreamy and breezy quality to it. 
Many times, Impressionists paint scenes of 
normal everyday people who are engaged 
in leisurely activities. Impressionists love to 
paint outdoors, or ‘en plein air.’

Renoir was a cheerful and fun-loving guy!

Later in life, Renoir transitioned away from 
Impressionism and drew inspiration from 
classical art and Renaissance painters.

“To my mind, a picture should be something 
pleasant, cheerful, and pretty, yes pretty!” 

In his paintings, Renoir paid especially close 
attention to light, shadow, color, and gesture.

Throughout his life, Renoir painted almost 
every day. He created over 6000 paintings!
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This Renoir painting is called La Loge. 
Renoir painted it in 1874, and the man 
shown here is his brother Edmond!
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This week we’ll draw inspiration from the 
painting, By the Water.

Create an landscape-portrait 
outdoors. Gather a few friends 
and head outside to paint!

Play with broken color– painting little 
sweeps of color next to each other rather 
than mixing colors on your palette. If you 
want an extra element to incorporate in 
your art, see if you can look closely at the 
gestures of your subjects and capture their 
expressive poses.

“You come to 
nature with all 
of your theories, 
and she knocks 
them all flat.”

Think about this Renoir quote about nature. What do you think he 
meant? Consider nature as you go outdoor and paint what you see. 
Renoir loved to think and talk about theory with his painter friends, but 
talking about art and making art are very different things.

Challenge yourself to look at what you are really seeing in the world 
around you. Even if you are painting a place where you’ve spent a lot 
of time, there are things you’ve never noticed before in that space. Try 
to notice one new thing now. Look around like you are experiencing 
this place for the very first time. 

Then take what you see and make a piece of art that captures the 
essence of what it’s like to spend a little while in that place.

Consider this:
Some things to consider as you make your art...

– A U G U S T E  R E N O I R
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You may have a crazy 
schedule this month, 
but that doesn’t mean 
you need to skip art. 

You just need a plan to 
simplify and streamline... 
that’s where Art Express 
comes in!

Find a day where you have 
an hour (or just 30 minutes 
if you’ll focus on art appreci-
ation and skip the project).

Then use this guide to 
breeze through the lesson. 
You’ll get all the essential 
information and the high-
lights of the art in a very 
condensed time frame.

Circle back to learn the rest 
later if you’d like, or move 
on to the new topic next 
week. As long as you keep 
moving forward a little bit at 
a time, you’re doing great!

Art Express

•Take a 
look at the 
painting on 
page 6 

•Read 
about 
Renoir on 
page 14

•Read about 
the 
Impressionists 
on page 16

•Read about 
light and 
shadow on 
page 20

•Look at 
the projects 
on pages 
12, 23, 33, 
and 36

•Take a 
look at the 
painting on 
page 8

•Take a 
look at the 
painting on 
page 9

CREATE+PLANMEET RENOIRLOOK+CHAT RENOIR’S ART

00:15 00:10 00:25

CHOOSE 
ONE

00:10

J U L Y  2 0 1 9

PG 10: Choose 2 
questions to 
discuss 

•Read 
about 
gesture on 
page 21

•Decide if 
you’d like to 
create art 
this month

•Create your 
artwork and 
celebrate 
your learning!

•Read en 
plein air 
painting on 
page 17

PG 24: Look again- 
consider different 
kinds of happiness

PG 40: Make notes 
and a plan if you’d 
like to circle back 

Your roadmap for super busy months
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We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!
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Art is about 
emotion; if art 

needs to be 
explained it is no 

longer art.

A U G U S T E  R E N O I R
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Congratulations! Let’s celebrate all you’ve explored and discovered this month. This topic may be 
coming to a close, but you can re-visit and review it any time. Use this page to make a few notes for 
yourself about things that went well, insights your kids had, fun things they said, and other highlights of 
the month. Remind yourself of the things you’d like to come back to sometime in the future. 
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