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L O O K  A G A I N  A C T I V I T Y

Happiness comes in many different forms. Sometimes it’s 
simply a peaceful feeling or being content. Other times happiness is 
excitement! Feeling joyful. Being delighted. And more!

Look back through this month’s art and see if you can identify come 
different kinds of happiness in Renoir’s paintings. Make notes on this 
page, or just have an informal chat about what you see.
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Renoir was born (and lived most of his life) in France.
He traveled to... 
Algeria (where he was inspired by the culture, colors, and light).
Spain (where he was inspired by art in Madrid’s Prado Museum).
And Italy (where he was inspired by the masters of the Renaissance).

He also visited Holland, England, and Germany. 

Find these places on the map and mark them!
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Art curators have used scientific techniques to learn more about Renoir’s art.

X-ray images and pigment analysis led 
scientists to the conclusion that this 
painting, The Umbrellas, was 
radically changed over a span of five 
years. Read the details here!

Restoration experts used 
chemistry to predict how the red paint 
in Renoir’s Madame Léon 
Clapisson may have looked when 
he first created his art. Click to 
read how they did it.

Images credit: Art Institute of Chicago

https://hyperallergic.com/110385/the-chemistry-of-the-canvas-returning-the-red-to-a-renoir/
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/upload/pdf/Roy-Billinge-Riopelle_2012.pdf
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Just as Renoir and his art school friends 
were dreaming up the Impressionist move-
ment, the Franco-Prussian War broke out.

This war had a direct impact on the art 
environment in France. 

Some artists left the country (like Monet who 
was too old to serve). Others fought 
(Renoir’s good friend Frédéric Bazille died in 
battle). Renoir remained in Paris. One day 
as he was painting by the River Seine, he 
was mistaken for a spy. Soldiers were 
ordered to throw him in the river! At the last 
moment a military leader recognized Renoir 
as someone who had previously helped 
him, and his life was saved.

If you’re studying this period of history, take 
a look at some of the art that was inspired 
by the war... like this sculpture.

Read more here.

Marius Jean Antonin Mercié,
Gloria Victis (Glory to the Vanquished), 1874

http://www.daheshmuseum.org/spotlight-on-november-december-2017/#.XSKW9y-ZOV4
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In addition to being an art movement, 
Impressionism is also a style of classical music.

Click to listen
to some Impressionist music!

Click
to learn

more about the
Impressionist
era in music!

This book is a great introduction
to Claude Debussy– the composer who created Impressionist music!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYOeH-EF00s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YU6-GQP8Flk
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Because his parents were both involved in the fashion industry, Renoir had an 
eye for current styles and little details in clothing and accessories. Looking back 
at this month’s featured paintings, you can see how Renoir uses the clothing of 
his subjects to tell us more about them. The fashion we see gives us clues about 
where these people are from, the formality of the event they are attending, and 
more! Were they from high society? Or were they regular people just out for the 
afternoon? Look at their hats. Look at the complexity of their outfits. Does the 
fabric look silky? Or is it plain cotton? How about the patterns on the fabric? Look 
at the differences in the attire of the two dancing couples. We can tell so much 
more by paying attention to the fashion in these paintings!
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This painting is called Dance at Le Moulin de la 
Galette. Le Moulin de la Galette is the name of the 
bakery/dance hall where Renoir painted this scene. 
A galette is a yummy French pastry, and they are so 
easy to make! You can make lots of different flavors 
of galettes. Some have sweet fillings, and some are 
savory. This recipe is for an apple flavored tart-like 
dessert! Try making one at home!

You’ll need:
pie crust (pre-made, or from your favorite DIY recipe)
1 1/2 pounds apples, peeled, and cut into thin slices
4 tablespoons sugar (divided)
1 tablespoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon lemon zest
1/4 cup apricot preserves
Whole milk

Preheat oven to 450°F. Place pie crust (rolled out flat) 
onto a parchment lined baking sheet. Set aside. 
Combine apple slices, 2 tablespoons sugar, cinna-
mon, and lemon zest in medium bowl; toss to coat 
the apples. Spread preserves over crust, leaving a 2 
inch plain border. Arrange apple slices in slightly 
overlapping spiraling circles over the preserves. 
Carefully fold plain crust border up over apples, 
pinching it together lightly. Brush the crust with milk. 
Sprinkle crust edges and apples with remaining 2 
tablespoons sugar. Bake for 12-15 minutes. Cool, 
cut, and enjoy!
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Renoir was inspired by Italian Renaissance artists like Titian, 
Rococo painters like Jean Honoré Fragonard, and his Impressionist 
contemporaries! Look at this lake scene that Renoir and Monet painted 
together one day. These two paintings show us the exact same setting 
on the same day and both are painted in the same Impressionist style, 
but we can see this place through the eyes of two very different artists!

Jean-Honore Fragonard,The Swing , 1767

Titian, Pesaros Madonna, 1519-1526

click to
zoom in

Claude Monet, La Grenouillère, 1869

Pierre-Auguste Renoir, La Grenouillère, 1869

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/la-grenouill%C3%A8re/HgHrOyFUfcFtLw
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437135
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Sensory Worksheet Through his paintings, Renoir treats us to a glimpse 
into a world of leisure and fun. Although these 
moments took place over a century ago, we feel as 
though we might be able to step right into the scene 
and join in the festivities. How does Renoir accomplish 
such a thing in his art? 

By creating an emotional connection!

Art has the amazing ability to stir up feelings inside us. 
Just looking at a painting can send us instantly into a 
state of joy, sadness, confusion, silliness, anger, 
wonder, despair, curiosity, excitement, and more!

How do artists elicit these feelings from the viewer? 
And how can you use these ideas to help viewers of 
your art along an emotional journey?

The first thing to consider is intentionality. It’s no acci-
dent that we feel happy when we look at Renoir’s
art. 

He deliberately crafted it so that we would.

Spend a few minutes thinking intentionally about things 
like gesture, color, lighting effects, subject matter, and 
technique. How can you use one or more of these 
devices in your next piece of art to give it a definite 
feeling and to help your viewer experience an emotion?

The worksheet on this page may help to get you 
thinking, and will give you ideas to ponder.

Think about the painting you’re about to 
create and ask yourself:

How does this place look? 
Describe the lighting– is it warm or cool, 
bright or dim?

What is the main color palette? Are the 
colors vibrant or muted?

How does this place feel? If you touched 
some things here how would you describe 
their textures? Is it full of hard edges and 
industrial finishes? Or are things rounded 
and natural?

What does it smell like here?

What does it sound like?

Pretend you overheard a conversation about 
your painting. What are 3 words you hope 
the people would say?
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This week, let’s capture a feeling in our painting! (Note: 
this doesn’t have to be a painting– it could be a drawing or even a 
quick sketch.)

Think about what you’d like to show in your art. Renoir painted things 
like people dancing, friends on a boat having lunch, great conversa-
tions in a sun dappled outdoor cafe... but you aren’t limited to these 
things. You can paint anything you’d like!

The only thing is: it needs to have a feeling.

The feeling can be anything you choose. Renoir created happy 
scenes, but your art can focus on a different emotion.

Think about ways you can paint (or draw) so your viewer can feel the 
place in their heart. So they can begin to hear the sounds, smell the 
fragrance in the air, and imagine being in your painting. The work-
sheet on the previous page can help get you started!

One of the ways Renoir helps us 
to experience a feeling is through 
the interaction and the gestures 
of his subjects. 

In your art this week, see if you 
can incorporate a gestural quality 
in your work. 

If you are painting two or more 
people, think about things like:

Their eye contact. Are they 
looking at each other? If so, how? 
What is the feeling between 
them?

Their body language. Are they 
facing each other? Is one person 
turning away?

Their proximity. How close are 
they to each other? Is the 
distance comfortable, or is there 
some kind of tension?

Other little gestures can make a 
big impact. Think about things  
like the look on their faces, the 
position they are in (is it formal or 
relaxed) and expressions like a 
raised eyebrow or a shy smile.

Consider this:
Some things to consider 
as you make your art...

Photo Credit: Gisèle FreundThree Sketches by Pierre-Auguste Renoir, 1904

Notice how 
Renoir 
focused on 
gestures like 
the way a 
woman tilts 
her head.


