
Textile art and storytelling This is Faith Ringgold.
She was born in Harlem on 
October 8, 1930. Today she 
lives and works in Engle-
wood, New Jersey. 

When Faith was a little girl, 
something very important 
was happening in her neigh-
borhood– creativity and 
artistic expression could be 
seen everywhere. African 
American musicians, paint-
ers, stage performers, and 
poets were all contributing 
to a movement called The 
Harlem Renaissance.

Next week we’ll learn all 
about Faith Ringgold’s life, 
her artwork, and what 
inspired her stories. 

For now, take a look at her 
art (there are several exam-
ples on the following pages) 
and think about what you 
see. Have a conversation 
about the images and the 
stories in her quilts. 

Then, get ready... you’ll 
begin to plan a story 
quilt of your own!
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“Your job is to tell your story. 
Your story has to come out of 

your life, your environment, who 
you are, where you come from.”

–  F A I T H  R I N G G O L D  –
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Faith Ringgold, Tar Beach, 1988
© Faith Ringgold
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Faith Ringgold, Tar Beach 2, 1990
© Faith Ringgold
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Faith Ringgold, Jazz Stories #8, 2004
© Faith Ringgold
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Faith Ringgold, Echoes of Harlem, 1980
© Faith Ringgold
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Faith Ringgold, Dancing at the Louvre, 1991
© Faith Ringgold

Faith Ringgold
and quilts that tell stories

TheStudio

February 2019 | Week 1

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with



T H E  A R T  O F  C O N V E R S A T I O N

 7

How to get your discussion started.
If your family is new to art appreciation, you can find a step-by-step guide to leading meaningful art 
discussions in the foundation section of our members’ area. 

Here are a few ideas to consider as you begin your discussion. Invite your kids to wonder about the art, 
and to come up with their own ideas. Skip any questions that don’t inspire an engaged conversation.

“What do you see in this picture?”

“Is there a ‘main character’ in this artwork? If so, who is it?”

“Is there a ‘setting’ in this artwork? If so, where is it?”

“What kind of story is the artist telling us?”

“What’s happening around the edges of the art?”

“How do you think the artist made this? What materials did she use?”

“Does this art remind you of anything?”

“Does it make you feel a certain way?”

“Does it make you think or wonder about anything?”

“Do you see patterns or designs that interest you?”

“Is there a rhythm to the imagery in this piece?”

“Do you see a grid in the artwork?”

“What about the colors here... what do you notice?”

“How are quilts special? Do you think they are symbolic of anything?”

“What else do you see?”
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Make your conversation visual! As you discuss the art, note down some of the key words or ideas that 
come up! (You can also do this on a big sheet of butcher paper or a chalkboard.
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Planning your narrative quilt
This month you can make a story quilt just like Faith Ringgold. We will work on it 
in little sections– adding something new each week. 

Start by thinking about your concept. 
What will your story be about? What will your quilt look like?

Use Faith Ringgold’s art as your inspiration, but feel free to make this project your 
own. Notice how she uses text in her artwork. Will you do something similar or 
different in your quilt? Write down your story (parents can help younger kids 
with this). See if you can create a picture in the reader’s mind with your words. 
Your story can be about something that actually happened in real life (a memory), 
something will happen in the future, or you can make up an imaginary tale. You 
could even decide to use a combination of fantasy and reality. 

Do a few sketches to decide what your quilt will look like. Think about your 
border or a framing device that can tie it all together, and write the words that 
you’ll use on your quilt. Think about your overall composition - will it be symmetri-
cal or dynamic? What works best with your story? Think about your color palette.

This is also a good time to collect the materials you’ll use to make your 
quilt. Decide if you will make a fabric quilt or a paper quilt. If you don’t have much 
experience with sewing (or if you just love working with paper) you can find some 
really fun printed origami or scrapbooking paper to use instead of fabric. 

You can use regular paints if you’re using paper, but if you’re using fabric you 
may want to find some  paints, markers, or crayons that are specifically designed 
to work on fabric. (Sharpies even work great for this kind of thing.) Have fun 
making your plan, writing your story, and gathering the materials you’ll use to 
create your quilt. We’ll continue and add more next week.

N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

What is a 
narrative?

Art always tells 
some kind of 
story. It can be 
hidden or it can 
be obvious, but 
even abstract 
color block art 
without any recog-
nizable imagery in 
it still has a story 
for us to discover.

The story quilts 
we’ll be looking at 
this month tell 
their story in a 
very intentional 
way. In art, this is 
sometimes called 
a narrative. ‘Nar-
rative’ simply 
means ‘story.’

Faith Ringgold‘s 
art contains an 
extra layer of 
storytelling! She’s 
using both visual 
images and also  
written words.
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Here are some fun books you might like to 
check out from your library this month.

There will be one big project this 
month – we’ll work on it in four smaller 
mini-projects. These supplies aren’t required... 
You can substitute standard construction paper 
and crayons/paints.

Fabric (assorted patterns and solids)

Fabric glue or sewing supplies 
(needle, thread, etc)

Rolled painter’s canvas

Fabric paints, markers, or crayons

––or––

Patterned and solid scrapbooking 
paper or origami paper 

Large sheet of poster board or 
butcher paper

Faith Ringgold (Getting to Know the World’s 
Greatest Artists)
by Mike Venezia

Books written by Faith Ringgold:

Tar Beach
We Came To America
If A Bus Could Talk: The Story of Rosa Parks
Aunt Harriet's Underground Railroad in the Sky
My Dream of Martin Luther King
Cassie's Word Quilt
Harlem Renaissance Party

Books where Faith Ringgold is 
ONE of the featured artists:

Come look with me: discovering women artists 
for children 
by Jennifer Tarr Coyne

Inspirations : stories about women artists: 
Georgia O'Keeffe, Frida Kahlo, Alice Neel, Faith 
Ringgold
by Leslie Sills

Related to our topic but not about Faith Ringgold

Spirits of the Cloth: Contemporary African 
American Quilts
by Carolyn Mazloomi
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