
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Geography
Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! Let’s explore how this month‘s art relates to some of these subjects.

 P A G E  1

Wassily Kandinsky spent most of his life in three countries. 
Do you remember which ones?

Find Russia, Germany, and France on the map and mark them with a shape.
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Kandinsky’s sensory condition (synesthesia) is neurological. Different 
parts of our brain control different senses. If you are interested in studying 
the brain and learning more about the medical condition that causes 
people to experience their senses in this unusual way, it might be a fun 
side study! Find out more about how your brain is organized, and label 
these main areas!

 P A G E  2

Science

Kandinsky was really 
interested in science. 
Looking at his art, you 
can see how he was 
influenced by physics, 
astronomy, and biology! 
During his life, scientists 
were discovering new 
things constantly... and 
Kandinsky was fascinat-
ed by it all!

Look at a collection of 
his art and you can see 
shapes that look like 
amoebas and cellular 
structures, and in other 
pieces you can see  
configurations that look 
like a map of the 
universe, showing 
planets and stars drifting 
in space. 

Kandinsky’s 
scientific 
perspective
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 P A G E  3

Literature
Kandinsky read and wrote a lot.

As a child he loved Russian folk tales and fairy tales, and these stories inspired a 
lot of his early artwork!

Have you ever read any Russian Fairy Tales? There are lots of fun stories just 
waiting for you to explore them. Search your local library or bookstore, and see if 
some of these tales inspire you!

Make some fun art (it can be abstract like Kandinsky, or something else) based on 
the stories. Think about other tales you may have read before that are similar. 
(Almost every culture has folk tales, and sometimes they have common themes.)

These are some of 
the books Wassily 
Kandinsky wrote 
about art! You 
could make a 
book detailing all of 
your artistic philos-
ophies, too... just 
like Kandinsky! 
Choose a topic 
and start writing.
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 P A G E  4

Music
Kandinsky was at the opera one night listening to Richard Wagner’s Lohengrin, when 
out of the blue something incredible happened.

The year was 1896, and Kandinsky had just left his previous life in economics and law to pursue his new life 
as an artist. Being a fan of music in all forms (remember he was a great cellist and pianist) he loved to hear 
live music. As he sat in the audience, he had an experience so profound, it is said to be one of two major 
events that completely transformed the way he thought about and made his art! 

As he listened to the opera, Kandinsky began to see the music! 

He wasn’t trying to envision the sounds coming from the stage... but there they were! Images and colors 
came flooding into his mind. It was pure creative inspiration! Kandinsky went on to write all kinds of theories 
about the relationship between music and painting... and it all started that night at the Bolshoi Theatre in 
Moscow. If you’d like to hear the same music Kandinsky heard that night... you can! There are lots of 
versions of Richard Wagner’s Lohengrin on YouTube and even some DVDs of the performance on Amazon!

Fun fact! Kandinsky gave many of his paintings musical titles! He 
has series of art that begin with ‘Composition’ and ‘Improvisation.’

“Lend your ears to music, open your eyes to 
painting, and... stop thinking! Just ask 
yourself whether the work has enabled you 
to 'walk about' into a hitherto unknown 
world. If the answer is yes, what more do 
you want?”
– W A S S I L Y  K A N D I N S K Y
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 P A G E  5

Art
There were two major events that completely 
transformed the way Kandinsky approached his art. 
These events paved the way for him to make art in 
a totally new (abstract) way. One event was the 
night he heard Wagner’s opera and experienced 
artistic visions that came from musical sounds and 
flooded his mind with forms and color. The other 
was the day he saw Monet’s Haystacks in 
an art museum. It was the first time Kandinsky 
looked at a painting and did not immediately recog-
nize the subject matter. This intrigued him! He 
wanted to see if he could make art that did not 
show an object in the traditional sense, but instead 
showed a collection of shapes, lines, and colors 
that created a rhythmic composition. He wanted 
viewers who looked at it to experience the art as a 
feeling or a sensation.

Wassily Kandinsky and art movements:

Kandinsky’s abstractions were influenced by the 
way Impressionists captured a feeling in their 
art, and their way of painting in a looser and more 
gestural style than artists who came before them. 

He was also influenced by the bright colors used 
by the Fauvists.

He was known as an abstract artist, but he 
was also an Expressionist, a contributer to the 
Bauhaus art movement, and a founding member 
of a relatively unknown art movement called the 
Blue Rider.  

Kandinsky’s artist friends:

Josef Albers and Paul Klee were both close 
friends of Kandinsky’s. 

Paul Klee was another founding member of the 
Blue Rider movement, and was a friend that Kan-
dinsky could depend on throughout his life.

Josef Albers and Kandinsky both taught at the 
Bauhaus School. When they were exiled from 
Germany, Kandinsky went to France and Albers to 
the US, but their friendship lived on through the 
letters they sent each other about their art!
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 P A G E  6

Math
Some of Kandinsky’s paintings are full of free-flowing organic forms and lines, but 
others use precise geometric angles and shapes.

In some of his art, Kandinsky uses grids and he intentionally balances the imagery in his paintings.

Take a closer look at different kinds of grids that may work in your art, and study geometric shapes that 
might be fun to paint. Do obtuse angles have a different feeling compared with acute angles? 

Make sure to consider the white space on your canvas, too! Leaving sections of empty space gives your 
eye a chance to rest when other things in the painting are bold and busy. (Just because it’s called ‘white 
space’ that doesn’t mean it needs to actually be white. In this painting, Kandinsky’s white space is tan with 
little hints of blue.)

To make sharp lines and 
shapes like Kandinsky, 
you can trace circular 
objects, and use remov-
able tape (or a ruler) to 
keep your lines super 
straight. (Just make sure 
your canvas or paper is dry 
when you apply the tape, then 
paint over it and wait until the 
paint is completely dry before 
you slowly and carefully lift up 
the tape. This 
kind of tape 
works really 
well for art! 
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 P A G E  7

History & Politics

Nazi party sponsored a "Degenerate Art" show. There were 650 pieces of art on display that had been 
confiscated from 32 various art museums in Germany. This degenerate art was said to “insult German 
feeling, or destroy or confuse natural form or simply reveal an absence of adequate manual and artistic skill."

Artists including Wassily Kandinsky, Emil Nolde, Lyonel Feininger, Ernst Barlach and Ernst Ludwig Kirchner all 
had their work taken from museums. The museums thought the art would be returned to them, but they 
weren’t returned. After the closing of the exhibition, most of the art was either destroyed or auctioned off to 
buyers abroad.

Some of the art was remarkably recovered decades later. An art dealer named Hildebrand Gurlitt reported 
that thousands of pieces of confiscated art were destroyed in bombardments, but in 2012 they were found 
in his son’s apartment! Amazingly, the art had been kept in immaculate condition. So, works by several Old 
Masters, Impressionists, Cubists, and Expressionists were returned to the world of museums and private 
collections. Paintings by artists including Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Henri Matisse, Franz Marc, 
Marc Chagall, Otto Dix, and Max Liebermann, and many others were part of those found in Gurlitt’s home.

KANDINSKY BECAME A FRENCH CITIZENKANDINSKY WAS BORN IN RUSSIA

KANDINSKY BECAME A GERMAN CITIZEN

1866 

1928

1939
Kandinsky’s life was not always 
easy. You learned that he moved to a 
completely new country 3 times in his life. 
But, these weren’t moves he chose to 
make just because he wanted a change 
of scenery... each time he left a country it 
was because of political unrest, and each 
time he moved he became a citizen of 
his new home country.

The tragic destruction of Kan-
dinsky’s artwork! In the 1937 the 
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W H A T  I S  M I X E D  M E D I A ?

 P A G E  8

You may have noticed that some of Kandinsky’s paintings were made with a variety of materials. When 
an artist combines two or more different mediums, their art is called mixed media!

When you create art, you are not limited to using only one of your art supplies! 
Some materials make better combinations than others, but you should always feel free to experiment 
and explore. In the painting below, Kandinsky used watercolors, India ink, and pencil. 

What other combinations might be fun to try? Think about each piece of art you make, and what 
medium (or art supply) will help you to make the art you are imagining. Watercolors and gouache are 
great for expressive works, acrylic paint and tempera work better for things that need to be more 
precise. Try using charcoal, pastels, ink, and crayon in combination with paints to achieve a rich and 
layered look in your art!

Untitled (First Abstract Watercolor), 1910, 

Watercolor, India ink, and pencil on paper

Kandinsky used these supplies to make this art!
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

 P A G E  9

Listen and create!
Kandinsky’s art was inspired by things he saw, heard, smelled, tasted, and felt. He was keenly aware of 
all of his senses, and this was an important part of his creative process.

Each week this month, we’ll focus on a different sense. This week we’ll pay attention to what we hear.

Do you like to listen to music? What kind of music? Classical? Jazz? Contemporary music? 
Music from a long time ago? Do you like loud music or quiet music? Do you like fast songs, or slow 
songs? Or do you like a little bit of everything? Pay attention to your preferences and think about why 
you like them.

Or would you rather listen to nature sounds? Do you like the sounds of a crackling fire in the 
fireplace? Rain falling? Birds chirping? Ocean waves crashing? Are these sounds soothing to you, or do 
they give you energy?

Is there something else you like to listen to? Find a sound that inspires you this week and 
then get quiet so you can listen really closely. Close your eyes and invite images to come into your mind. 
Maybe you’ll see shapes and colors like Kandinsky did... and maybe you won’t. 

That’s ok, we all experience our senses differently. See what comes to you. It might be a feeling or an 
idea, or something completely different! 

However your inspiration shows up for you... use it! Decide what kind of art this sound wants to be. Will 
you use one kind of art supply (like paints or pastels) or will you make a mixed media piece?

Get out your art supplies, and go! (Don’t think about your art, just make it!) Consider this piece of advice 
from Kandinsky: “Imagination is what allows your mind discover.” 

Adventures in abstraction
with Kandinsky

TheStudio

December 2018 | Week 3

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with


