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Create and Connect
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A look at how Monet’s art connects to geography and science.
When Monet designed his garden (where he painted the Water Lilies), he ordered 
plants and flowers from all around the world. He had peonies from England, Japa-
nese iris and poppies, nasturtiums from Chile, and lilies from Egypt and South Ameri-
ca! Monet became an expert gardener, learning all about science and nature in the 
process. He even worked on creating hybrid flowers in hopes of making a flower in a 
brand new color that had never been seen before! When he had his lily pond put in, 
he learned all about the chemistry and natural habitat of water environments. He 
made sure to include carp fish because they help to keep the pond water clean by 
eating weeds!

Fun Flower Fact: The lilies in Monet’s pond open up 
when the water reaches 64 degrees Fahrenheit.

Invite your kids to create art like Monet!

Monet continually painted the Water Lilies series for 30 years! 
During the last few years of his life, Monet had problems with his eyesight, and he 
painted his garden from memory. He had spent so many years noticing both the big 
grand landscape and the tiny little details, that he knew it all by heart. 

Is there a place in nature that you’ve been to so many times that you have it memo-
rized? Or a place you have read about and you can picture it vividly in your imagina-
tion? This week you can paint that place!

Think of a place you’ve been to before, or a place you’ve read about in a 
book. It should be a place that has water. Your place can be – but it doesn’t have to 
be – a lily pond like Monet’s garden. 

Now, decide how you’ll show this place. Try not to look at pictures of it, just 
remember it. What colors will you use? How will you arrange your composition? What 
about the light? Will you show it as it looks in morning? Evening? Summer? Winter?

Paint it how you see it in your mind. Try to pay special attention to the water 
and how it looks. Are there ripples in the water, or is it perfectly still? Can you see 
anything reflected in the water? What is the weather like? 

Paint like an Impressionist – with short, quick brushstrokes. If you’d like to try 
a wet on wet watercolor technique, it might go really well with this activity. Simply run 
your watercolor paper under some water, let it drip dry a little bit, and then place it on 
your table (still wet) and start painting. Things will blur together, but that’s ok- let them!


