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Claude Monet was born in Paris on November 14, 1840. His 
father was a grocer and his mother was a singer. As a child, everyone 
called him Oscar, and from a young age he was always interested in 
art. He drew caricatures of people (sometimes people he knew from 
his school and his town), and he was very proud when a local art store 
owner displayed his drawings in the shop’s front window for sale! 
When he grew older, his father didn’t want him to pursue a career in 
art. Monet served in the military briefly, but (with the help of his Aunt) he returned to 
France to study art.

Monet is known as the father of Impressionism. He created a new style of 
art that was quick and expressive. It captured a moment. He was fascinated by light 
and color. He studied the way an outdoor scene was transformed throughout the day 
(and throughout the year) as the sun moved across the sky and the light changed. He 
mostly painted outside – sometimes in fields of haystacks, sometimes sitting on a high 
stool under a big umbrella in his own garden, and sometimes at the sea. Once when he 
was on the shore painting the ocean, he was so focused on his art he didn’t notice a 
big wave coming. It carried away his canvas and all of his art supplies! 

Look at how Monet painted the tiny ripples in this pond. By adding the 
ripples, he gives the water a sense of movement. Do you think it’s just beginning to rain? 
Are they from tiny water insects landing on the surface of the water? Or do you think the 
little ripples were made by something else? 

Try it at home! 
Fill your sink or a small 
bowl with water and drip 
just one drop of water into 
it. Watch what happens! 
Try it a few more times 
and then see if you can 
paint what a drop of water 
looks like when it makes a 
little ripple. 


