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This week is going to be a lot of fun! Let’s kick off the new homeschool year with a 
mini-lesson on Monet’s Water Lilies. I’m also including a few helpful tips and tricks 
that will make this art exploration an intentional one.

What is intentional art? It’s nothing fancy, and anyone can use this approach. Study-
ing art intentionally simply means we’re focusing on something for a reason. (As 
opposed to studying art for art’s sake, or creating crafts just for fun.)

When you study art intentionally, you choose a subject (in our case, Monet’s Water 
Lilies), you take your time to really look at it closely, engage your kids in a thoughtful 
discussion, discover a few key things about the art/artists, invite your kids to create 
their own open-ended art, and then connect the art to the world around you!

It may sound like a lot, but you can keep it super simple, and I’m excited to show 
you how. We’ll be looking at each of these things one at a time, and by the end of 
the week you’ll be well on your way to curating a memorable and meaningful art 
program for your homeschool this year.

The mini-lesson starts tomorrow, but I have something just for you today. It’s a little 
background on a valuable technique you can use when chatting about art with your 
kids. In art education, there is a philosophy called Visual Thinking Strategies. This 
method says that the key to leading great art discussions with kids is to have a 
conversation using the same three questions, and then give the children time to 
think and respond. The three questions are:

What’s going on in this picture? What makes you say that? What 
else can we find?

You can approach your discussions this way, or you can expand the conversation 
with other open-ended leading questions. Questions that wonder... Why did the 
artist do things this way? Where (and when) was the art created? Does the art 
remind you of anything? How does it make you feel?

Beginning a dialogue with leading questions will do just that… lead. It will lead to 
some answers, but also to more questions– which is good. It will also lead your kids 
to think about the art and come to their own conclusions. There is no right or wrong 
in art appreciation… just observations and discoveries. 

Thanks for being here this week! I’m so excited to dive in tomorrow. Until then...


