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C H A G A L L ’ S  C R E A T I V E  F R I E N D S

When he came to Paris, Chagall arrived in a neighborhood called ‘La Ruche’ (which means the beehive in 
French). This neighborhood was full artists who had moved to Paris– mostly from Eastern Europe.

He studied painting at Académie de La Palette where his instructors were also legendary artists, including 
André Dunoyer de Segonzac, Henri Le Fauconnier, and Jean Metzinger who taught Chagall Cubism!

Chagall became friends with other amazing painters including Fernand Léger, Robert Delaunay, and his 
wife Sonia Delaunay (we’ll be exploring Sonia’s art and fashion design in the month of October). 

Later in his life, Chagall met Picasso, and they were great friends for 20 years. Unfortunately, some incon-
siderate remarks ended their friendship at a dinner party Chagall hosted in 1964. Picasso had only nice 
things to say about Chagall’s work, though. Picasso said, “When Matisse dies, Chagall will be 
the only painter left who understands what color really is… some of the last things 
he’s done in Vence convince me that there’s never been anybody since Renoir who 
has a feeling for light that Chagall has.”

Chagall lived during a time 
(and in a place) where amaz-
ing art and artists were 
everywhere! 

Art historian James Sweeney wrote 
that Chagall came to Paris with “a 
ripe color gift, a fresh, un-
ashamed response to senti-
ment, a feeling for simple 
poetry and a sense of humor.” 

This original perspective (one that 
other artists were not exploring at the 
time) drew poets to Chagall and his 
work, and he became friends with 
some amazing writers like Guillaume 
Apollinaire and Blaise Cendrars.
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D R E A M S  A N D  N O S T A L G I A

Chagall had a lifelong fascination with memories. Long after he left Russia, he continued to paint nostal-
gic recollections of his childhood.

“My homeland exists only in my soul.”
Chagall’s biographer Michael Lewis wrote “in a sense they were dreams.” Chagall's poet friend, Apolli-
naire, called Chagall’s imagery "supernatural." The way Chagall painted people who were immune to 
gravity, and creatures that were part human and part animal were an early version of Surrealism.

Chagall refused to be associated with any school or movement, though. He felt that the language of 
symbols he was creating in his art was personal and deeply meaningful. 

Art historian James Sweeney wrote: “This is Chagall's contribution to contemporary art: the reawakening 
of a poetry of representation, avoiding factual illustration on the one hand, and non-figurative abstractions 
on the other.”

André Breton (the founder of Surrealism) said that “with him [Chagall] alone, the metaphor made its 
triumphant return to modern painting.”

What is nostalgia?
Nostalgia is: a sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, 
typically for a period or place with happy personal associations.

–quoted from the New Oxford American Dictionary



Marc Chagall’s
Fantastical Dreamscapes

TheStudio

August 2019

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with

R E V I E W

We’ve spent this month exploring the fantastical art of Marc Chagall, and getting to know the story of his 
life. Let’s take a moment to review some highlights from our discoveries this month.

Marc Chagall was a Russian painter who 
lived from July 7, 1887 until March 28, 
1985.

He was poetic, musical, passionate, loving, 
kind, loyal, mysterious, funny, optimistic, 
curious, unusual, thoughtful, expressive, 
and dedicated to telling stories through his 
art in a way that was completely unique.

The themes from the stories of his child-
hood and his favorite folk tales along with 
fond memories from his hometown and 
dreams from youth became important 
elements in his art for many years to come!  

Chagall’s art blends together reality and 
fantasy. It blurs the lines between dreams 
and memories and dances along the 
boundary between Symbolism and Surre-
alism. Chagall developed a signature style 
using bright gem colored shapes with 
expressive line work– creating a new and 
exciting mixture of Cubism and Fauvism.

He moved from Russia to Paris and 
immersed himself in a creative lifestyle. He 
later returned to Russia, moved back to 
France, was exiled to the US during WWII, 
and finally returned to France once again.

At the age of 70, he began creating art in the 
form of stained glass windows.

When he was 90, he received the Grand Medal 
of the Legion of Honor and a retrospective 
exhibition of his art was held at the Louvre!

 40

Stained glass windows in 
Reims Cathedral, 1974
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .
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This week let’s explore the idea of dreams and nostalgia in our art!

Have you been keeping a dream journal this month? If so, keep working on it! Take one of your favorite 
images and expand upon it as you remake it into a full-size painting.

If you don’t have a dream journal, that’s perfectly fine, too! Just think about a dream you’ve had in the 
past, or think about a memory that makes you feel nostalgic... then paint it. Don’t think about painting 
things as they look in real life. Paint them how you see them in your mind, or how you remember them. 

Your painting might feel Surrealist, or it might not. Maybe you’ll use a Cubist style in your art. It’s com-
pletely up to you! (You can always go with another style of painting if it works better for your topic.)

Have fun and be sure to share your art with your friends or family. Tell them the story behind your idea! 

       Color is all. 
When color is right, 
form is right. Color 
is everything, color 
is vibration like 
music; everything is 
vibration.

Use colors that speak to your soul. If an object is really red, but to you 
it feels like blue would tell your story better, then make it blue! Marc 
Chagall wasn’t limited by the colors that he saw with his eyes, and 
you don’t need to be either.

Colors evoke emotions, and when we’re painting dreams and nostal-
gic memories, they usually have feeling and emotion attached to 
them. Go with it! Forget about realism for now, and use Chagall’s art 
as inspiration. 

His images aren’t exact representations, yet we always know what it is 
he’s painting.... AND we feel the emotion behind his story! It’s such a 
fun and artistically exciting combination.

Consider this:
Something to consider as you make your art...

– M A R C  C H A G A L L
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You may have a crazy 
schedule this month, 
but that doesn’t mean 
you need to skip art. 

You just need a plan to 
simplify and streamline... 
that’s where Art Express 
comes in!

Find a day where you have 
an hour (or just 30 minutes 
if you’ll focus on art appreci-
ation and skip the project).

Then use this guide to 
breeze through the lesson. 
You’ll get all the essential 
information and the high-
lights of the art in a very 
condensed time frame.

Circle back to learn the rest 
later if you’d like, or move 
on to the new topic next 
week. As long as you keep 
moving forward a little bit at 
a time, you’re doing great!

Art Express

•Take a 
look at the 
painting on 
page 9 

•Read 
about 
Chagall on 
page 17

•Read about 
art the 
movements he 
was part of on 
page 21

•Read about 
Chagall’s 
contribution 
to the ballet 
on page 34

•Look at 
the projects 
on pages 
16, 28, 37, 
and 41

•Take a 
look at the 
painting on 
page 10

•Take a 
look at the 
painting on 
page 13

CREATE+PLANMEET CHAGALLLOOK+CHAT CHAGALL’S ART

00:15 00:10 00:25

CHOOSE 
ONE

00:10

AUGUST 2019

PG 14: Choose 2 
questions to 
discuss 

•Read 
about 
Chagall’s 
stained 
glass 
windows on 
page 36

•Decide if 
you’d like to 
create art 
this month

•Create your 
artwork and 
celebrate 
your learning!

•Read about 
his use of 
color on 
page 23

PG 30: Discover 
the geography of 
Chagall life

PG 45: Make notes 
and a plan if you’d 
like to circle back 

Your roadmap for super busy months
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!
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Great art 
picks up where 
nature ends.

M A R C  C H A G A L L
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R E F L E C T  A N D  P L A N

Congratulations! Let’s celebrate all you’ve explored and discovered this month. This topic may be 
coming to a close, but you can re-visit and review it any time. Use this page to make a few notes for 
yourself about things that went well, insights your kids had, fun things they said, and other highlights of 
the month. Remind yourself of the things you’d like to circle back to sometime in the future. 

 45


