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What we’ll be learning this month
This month’s art is 
full of memories 
and fantasies!

We’ll wander through a 
series of dizzying 
dreamscapes courtesy 
of Chagall. From literary 
tales to personal 
recollections – Chagall 
has the ability to 
instantly transport us 
into his wondrous 
world where reality no 
longer exists.

Here’s an overview of 
the elements and 
principles of art, art 
movements, and other 
concepts we’ll learn 
about as we explore 
Chagall’s paintings.

O V E R V I E W

Line

Color

Shape

Rhythm + Movement

Pattern

Cubism

Symbolism

Surrealism
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Your  August Scheduling Planner
You can use this lesson plan 
in a number of different 
ways! Read the ‘Scheduling 
Guide’ on the Foundations 
Page to get examples of some 
popular scheduling options, but 
feel free to mix things up and find 
your own routine. 

There is a lot of information 
in this guide, and you don’t 
need to do everything to 
feel like you’ve successfully 
completed the unit. 

Some months your kids may want 
to make art every week. Other 
times they may want to skip the 
projects and just focus on the art 
appreciation elements in the guide. 
Both are perfectly legitimate ways 
to explore art!

Decide how you’ll work art into your 
schedule this month, then plan it 
on your calendar. Post it on your 
wall. Circle your dates. Make notes 
in the margins. Remember– this is 
not set in stone. Feel free to 
change course and be flexible with 
your time! I’m excited to get started! 
This month is going to be amazing.
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Marc Chagall, Over the Town, 1918

https://www.arthistorykids.com/the-studio/foundation
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Here are some enchanting books you might like to check out from your library this month.

Tell Us a Story, Papa Chagall 
by Laurence Anholt

Through the Window: Views of Marc 
Chagall’s Life and Art 
by Barb Rosenstock

Journey on a Cloud: A Children’s 
Book Inspired by Marc Chagall
by Veronique Massenot 

Marc Chagall: Life is a Dream 
by Britta Hoepler 

I Am Marc Chagall 
by Bimba Landmann 

Dreamer from the Village: The Story 
of Marc Chagall
by Michelle Markel 

Chagall: My Sad and Joyous Village 
by Jacqueline Loumaye

Marc Chagall (Getting to Know the 
World’s Greatest Artists)
by Mike Venezia 

Marc Chagall (Artists in Their Time)
by Jude Welton 

Marc Chagall (Lives of the Artists)
by Antony Mason 
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Welcome to Chagall’s world
As you look through his paintings, you may notice that Chagall’s world is one of fantasy and imagination! 
In this world, people can fly. Violinists have green faces. People sometimes have 2 faces. Or 7 fingers!

This week, let’s get lost in the world that Chagall creates for us, and experience what it’s like to be inside 
one of his stories. We’ll learn all about the sensational Marc Chagall (including details about these paint-
ings) next week. But before you find out what other people think and say about the art, YOU get to 
decide what you think! This week is YOUR week to look closely at the art. Ponder it. Talk about it using 
the discussion guide, or come up with your own questions, and have a chat. Then go back and look at 
the paintings again. There’s always something new to discover. 

“If I create 
from the 
heart, nearly 
everything 
works; if 
from the 
head, almost 
nothing.”
–MARC
CHAGALL
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Green Violinist, 1923-1924

click to
zoom in

https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/802
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Birthday, 1915

click to
zoom in

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79360
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Paris Through the Window, 1913
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The Hen with the Golden Eggs, 1927

click to
zoom in

https://www.artsy.net/artwork/marc-chagall-la-poule-aux-oeufs-dor-fable-de-la-fontaine
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Self-Portrait with Seven Fingers, 1913

click to
zoom in

https://arthive.com/marcchagall/works/224784~Selfportrait_with_seven_fingers
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Over the Town, 1918
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The Blue Circus, 1950
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Midsummer Night’s Dream, 1939
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I and the Village, 1911

click to
zoom in

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/78984
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How to get your discussion started
If your family is new to art appreciation, you can find a step-by-step guide to leading meaningful art 
discussions in the foundation section of our members’ area. 

Here are a few ideas to consider as you begin your discussion. Invite your kids to wonder about the art 
and to come up with their own ideas. Skip any questions that don’t inspire an engaged conversation.

“What do you see here?”

“What is happening in this painting? What’s the story?”

“Is this a story or tale you’ve heard before?”

“How do the people (or animals) in this painting feel? How can you tell?”

“Would you like to go to this place? Why or why not?”

“How does this art make you feel? Why?”

“Are there any clues in this art that tell us about the artist?”

“What do you notice about the colors in these paintings?”

“Do you see shapes? Where? What do they add to the art?”

“Do you feel a sense of movement in the composition? What gives it that feeling?”

“Do you see pattern? Where? Why might the artist use pattern here?”

“Does this art remind you of anything?”

“What interests you most about this painting?”

“What else do you see?”

“Brainstorm a few words that capture the essence of this artist’s work overall.”

https://www.arthistorykids.com/the-studio/foundation
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Mind Map! Make your conversation visual! As you discuss the art, note down some of the key 
words or ideas that come up! (You can also do this on a big sheet of butcher paper or a chalkboard.)

Chagall
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Painting a memory.

One of the paintings we looked at this week is called ‘Birthday.’ We’re going to use this concept for our art this week! 
First, you’ll decide on a memory, then you’ll choose a style, and finally, you’ll create your art! So... think back and 
remember a birthday from your past. You might want to paint a memory of your birthday, or another person’s birthday... 
maybe something special happened at a birthday party you went to, or you took a trip to celebrate a special birthday in 
your family. Get really clear on that memory. Recall the sounds, the smells, the colors, and all the other details.

Once you decide on the memory you’ll capture in 
your art, the next thing to think about is the style. In 
Chagall’s ‘Birthday,’ his feet are floating off the floor, 
and his body is bending like a roll of clay! He’s using 
his imagination to describe a scene as he felt it, not 
as it actually happened.

You can play with reality in your art, too! Everything 
doesn’t have to be realistic. Use your imagination, 
and have fun. Express your feelings about the 
birthday in your art... not just the actual events.

Finally, you’ll decide on a medium to work in for your 
project. You may want to draw with pastels, mark-
ers, or colored pencils. Or you might choose to 
paint. You could even create a mixed media piece 
where you use a combination of materials to get just 
the right effect in your art.

You may choose to be inspired by Chagall’s painting 
style as you work on your art this week, or you may 
decide to come up with your own style! Your choice.

Take a moment to think about your composition 
before you begin, and maybe even do a really quick 
sketch first... just to get your thoughts organized 
visually. Keep it simple, and have fun creating a 
piece of art that shows a birthday memory! 

Some things to consider as you make 
your art...

Consider this:

Color: Notice how Chagall uses color. He 
chooses bold and dramatic colors and uses 
them together in interesting ways. There’s 
vibrant blue on the wall and on the table, and 
the floor is a bright red. These colors make us 
feel a certain way when we look at them. Think 
about the colors you may want to use in your 
art, and how they make you feel. 
Shape: Chagall’s art is made up of simplified 
shapes and forms. Locate the circles in the 
painting we’re using as our reference this 
week. Now find the squares. Where do you 
see rectangles? Even the folds of their clothing 
have been reduced to simpler shapes. Close 
your eyes and look at the birthday memory that 
you’ll be painting... see it in your mind. Can 
you reduce the images down into shapes 
visually in your imagination, and in your art?


