
Bountiful dreams become reality
This week we’ll look at the way Hundertwasser 
transformed his whimsical and vibrant dreams into 
an artistic reality.

He may have created intuitively, but his paintings 
and architecture display the technical skill of a 
master. 

Let’s look at some of the elements and princi-
ples of art and discover how Hundertwasser 
applied them in his work.

We’ll explore line, color, shape, and value as 
Hundertwasser explored them in his dream-like 
state of creativity.
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“To paint is to dream. When I paint, I 
dream. When the dream is over, I cannot 

remember what it was about. But the picture 
remains. That is the harvest of my dreams.”

–  F R I E D E N S R E I C H  H U N D E R T W A S S E R  –
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E L E M E N T S  A N D  P R I N C I P L E S  O F  A R T

Line
Hundertwasser said: “The straight line is not a creative line, it is a duplicating line, an 
imitating line.” In nature there is only one truly straight line– the horizon line where the sky meets the 
ocean. Think about that for a minute. Nature doesn’t make straight lines, yet we are surrounded by straight 
lines in our lives. Hundertwasser wrote, “Today we live in a chaos of straight lines, in a jungle of straight lines. 
If you do not believe this, take the trouble to count the straight lines which surround you. Then you will 
understand, for you will never finish counting.” 

Look at the way Hundertwasser uses lines in his art. They are powerful in their repetition. Notice the way he 
builds up layers using line-work. Lines separate different areas of color. They organically define different 
spaces in th art. They are never straight, but always expressive – helping to direct the viewer’s eye.
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E L E M E N T S  A N D  P R I N C I P L E S  O F  A R T

Color
As you explore Hundertwasser’s art and architecture, you can see his preference for bright colors!

He creates balance in his composition by painting complimentary colors next to each other. This 
juxtaposition has the added benefit of infusing bold contrast into his art. These paintings show how 
dynamic primary colors can look when they are used together. Hundertwasser enjoyed mixing his own 
custom colors from his paints, and rarely relied on the colors that came straight from the paint tube.
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E L E M E N T S  A N D  P R I N C I P L E S  O F  A R T

Shape
Shape is an essential part of Hundertwasser’s art. He uses lots of interesting 
shapes, but there are two that appear over and over again – spirals and onions!

The world is filled with spirals. Examples are all around– galaxies in the sky, shells at the sea, and 
seeds in a sunflower are all naturally occurring spirals.

in this painting! 

[For a fun art detour, check out 
the unit we did in June 
2018! We studied another 
important artist who was drawn to 
spirals – Louise Bourgeois.]

The onion shape is another 
recurring element in Hundertwass-
er's work. He uses it often in both 
his paintings and his architectural 
designs.

Artists have used spirals in their compositions for centuries. 
There’s even a special spiral called the golden ratio that you’ll 
see used in art and architecture all the time. (Look at The 
Parthenon, Leonardo da Vinci’s drawings, and even modern 
painters like Piet Mondrian to see the golden ratio in action!)
There’s one very famous painting you may have seen that 
shows the night sky with swirly stars that look like spirals. (If 
you didn’t already guess, it’s Vincent van Gogh’s The Starry 
Night.) If you’re not familiar with his painting, take a look and 
pay special attention to all of the details– there’s hidden math 

Symbolism
Artists often use certain shapes to 
help them tell their story. Shapes can 
be symbolic of many things! Just like 
hearts are symbolic of the feeling of 
love, Hundertwasser thought spirals 
were symbolic of life and nature, and 
he saw the stylized onion shape as a 
symbol of the different layers that work 
together to make something whole.
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E L E M E N T S  A N D  P R I N C I P L E S  O F  A R T

Value

“Regentag Dunkelbunt”

In art, value tells us how light or dark a color is. If you’ve gone shopping 
for house paint, you may have seen color chips at the hardware store showing how 
a color will look on a scale from light to dark.

Take a look back at Hundertwasser’s paintings. Notice how he uses value in his art 
to create contrast and drama. He paints some things with dark values, and he paints 
other things with light bright colors. This makes both things look better because they 
are very different. If everything were a middle value color (or if all the colors were light 
or all of them were dark) the art would lack contrast, and it would be less interesting 
visually.

Think about value the next time you’re making art. Find places where dark colors 
would work, and other areas where you can use bright values to create a dynamic 
composition and a full range of value!

 

Hundertwasser explained this phrase that captured the essence of the way he used value 
in his art. “Dunkelbunt means: glowing in pure strong and deep colours a 
little sad like seen on a rainy day. On a rainy day the colours begin to 
glow. That is why a dull day – a rainy day – is for me a fine day. It’s a day 
when I can work. When it is raining I am happy. And when it is raining I 
know my day can begin!” He loved the effect of using dark and bright colors together 
(and rainy days) so much that he added these words to his name! (Regentag means rainy 
day, and his new full name became: Friedensreich Regentag Dunkelbunt Hundertwasser, 
which means: Full of Peace, Rainy Day, Dark-Bright, Hundred Water.
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .
Let’s wrap up our Hundertwasser unit with an art project focusing on the 5th skin – our planet! When you 
have a message that you want to share with a friend, you write a postcard. When you have a message you 
want to share with the world, you design a poster!

Hundertwasser designed many posters about environmental issues like saving the whales, protecting the 
rainforest, and using public transportation. This week, you can design a poster just like Hundertwasser!

Start by thinking about an issue you care deeply about. Since we’re thinking about the 5th skin this 
week, try to think about a subject that relates to making the earth better somehow. You can come up with 
your own idea or use one of the topics Hundertwasser made a poster about. 

Next, think about your message. Your poster could be advertising an event you’ll organize, or it can 
be a general awareness campaign. You’ll probably want to write a big bold title, and maybe add a bit more 
text if you feel it needs additional explanation.

Sketch out a rough draft of your design on plain white paper, and when you are happy with it go big!

Get a piece of foam core or poster-board and use tempera or acrylic paints to create your environ-
mental poster. When you are done, show it off! Your message is an important one, so put your poster where 
people can see it! Display it somewhere in your house or ask a local coffee shop or your library if they will 
feature it on their wall for a little while.
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