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Last week you learned that travel played an 
important roll in Hundertwasser’s life. He enjoyed 
traveling all around the world and making friends 
everywhere he went. Even when he returned 
home, he kept in touch by writing postcards and 
letters to his new friends! Hundertwasser wrote 
letters in German, English, French, Italian and he 
wrote a little in Japanese, Russian, Czech and 
Arabic. Sometimes he created original art on 
postcards to send to his friends, and sometimes 
he just sent notes with his current thoughts, or 
updates about his life and art. 

Hundertwasser was a quirky guy... and the way 
he wrote to his friends was no exception. He 
kept every letter he received, and he also kept a 
copy of every letter he sent!

Written communication even made its way into 
his art when Hundertwasser was commissioned 
to design postage stamps for several 
countries and even the UN. This was an espe-
cially fun project for him, because as a child he 
collected stamps and spent hours admiring their 
beautiful art. Now making that art was his job!

[Above] Letters and postcards from Hundertwasser.
 
In 1990 he wrote, “A real stamp must feel the tongue 
of the sender when he moisturizes the glue ... a 
stamp has to experience the dark interior of a letter-
box. The stamp has to endure the rubber stamp at 
the post office. The stamp has to feel the postman’s 
hand when he hands the letter to the recipient. The 
stamp that hasn’t been sent to someone on a letter is 
not a stamp. It has never lived.”
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https://www.hundertwasser-stamps.com/collection.html


C O N N E C T I O N S  T O  C O M M U N I T Y

In Hundertwasser’s philosophy, the fourth skin is our identity, or the way we connect with the people 
around us. Think about the image of a spiral (since it’s one that Hundertwasser loved to use). You are in
the center of the spiral, and as you travel outward, you come across 
more and more people. The people closest to you in your ‘social 
spiral’ are probably your family. Then your friends. Maybe people in 
your community come after that, and then you just keep going further 
and further out until you have covered the entire world.

Hundertwasser was a global citizen. He had a close relationship with 
his mother and he had a few good friends, but he was alone a lot. 
Even though he spent time by himself, he was constantly thinking 
about everyone else in the world. He wanted to make life better for 
them. The forth skin is all about the way you interact with the people 
in your family and your community, but it’s also about finding your 
social place in the world.

 2

The Fourth Skin

[Top] Hundertwasser with his good friend René Brô in 
the Castiglione pavillon at Saint-Mandé near Paris in front 

of the mural they painted together, 1950
[Bottom] Hundertwasser with his mother, 1972

“Doubtless the road I chose as an artist is caus-
ally connected with the situation in which I grew 
up. My youth as a double outsider – without a 
father and being half Jewish – has naturally 
contributed to my reflecting a lot and becoming 
aware. I became a lone wolf, a fighter for certain 
matters which seemed important to me. During 
my childhood I didn’t have the chance to feel 
part of a group and thus remained a solo com-
batant.”
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E A R T H  D A Y
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On April 22, 1970 something amazing 
happened. Millions of people took to 
the streets together to protest all of the 
problems that were harming the envi-
ronment. Their goal was to bring aware-
ness to eco-issues, and to find ways to 
live more harmoniously with nature.

It was the first Earth Day.

Since then, Earth day has grown with 
every passing year and today it is the 
largest secular observance in the world 
with over one billion people in 193 
countries participating! 

The official Earth Day website is 
full of wonderful resources where you 
can learn more about the history of 
Earth Day, connect with local leaders in 
your area, get involved in programs like 
Artists for Earth, community clean ups, 
or one of the other inspiring campaigns 
to end plastic pollution, bring aware-
ness to climate change, restore the 
urban canopy (Hundertwasser would 
have loved this one!), or to help protect 
insects, marine life (including coral 
reefs), and all kinds of land animals.

Ways you can celebrate
     H

appy Earth d
ay

  

•Plant a tree •Organize a beach clean-up •Start composting •Get 
reusable grocery bags •Get a reusable water bottle •Set up a recycling 
center at home •Find ways to make your home more energy efficient 
•Walk or bike instead of driving •If you must drive, try to carpool 
•Switch to e-bills instead of getting paper statements •Volunteer with an 
environmental group in your area •Invite your friends to get involved 
•Find a local event to attend!

Click to learn more

APRIL 22
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Hundertwasser’s boyhood passion of collecting stamps became a really fun art 
assignment when he was hired to design stamps for several countries! This week 
you’ll be a stamp designer, too! Start by sketching your ideas large-scale (you can use this template, or 
deign your own), then take your sketch and transform it into a tiny real-looking stamp by using colored 
pencils or fine-tip markers on adhesive paper. For an extra fun addition to this project, 
design a postcard with some Hundertwasser-inspired artwork, write a note to 
someone you love, and attach your amazing new stamp to the corner!
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R E V I E W

This month has been full of discoveries. We’ve 
explored Hundertwasser’s art and architecture, 
and learned some fascinating details about his 
life! Let’s review some highlights.

Friedensreich Hundertwasser was 
an Austrian artist and architect who lived 
from 1928-2000.

As a young man, he changed his name 
(from Friedrich Stowasser) because he 
wanted his name to reflect his ideals and 
beliefs. His new name means Full of 
Peace Hundred Water.

He loved painting spirals and onion 
shapes, and using them in his architectural 
plans and his artwork.

Hundertwasser was deeply concerned 
with environmental issues. He was 
an environmental activist and a proponent 
of protecting our natural resources.

He wrote manifestos and had many inter-
esting philosophies, including: Tree 
Tenants, Window Rights, and The Five 
Skins.

The Five Skins philosophy says we are 
surrounded by five layers– our physical 
body, the clothing we wear, our home, our 
identity (or social circle), and the earth!

Hundertwasser traveled all around the world 
and he kept in touch with his friends by writing 
them letters and postcards. 

His unique architecture can be seen all over 
the world– and because of his truly original style 
– it’s instantly recognizable.
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!
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Everything is so infinitely 
simple, so infinitely 
beautiful.

F R I E D E N S R E I C H  H U N D E R T W A S S E R
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