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Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! Let’s explore how this month‘s art relates to some of these subjects.

Artists have been writing manifestos for hundreds of years. A manifesto is simply a 
declaration or a statement that explains the artist’s (or group of artists’) vision so that people will under-
stand their idea, their intention, and the purpose of their art.

Hundertwasser wrote his philosophical ideas in his Moldering Manifesto Against Rationalism 
in Architecture. He starts by saying: “Painting and sculpture are now free, inasmuch as anyone may 
produce any sort of creation and subsequently display it. In architecture, however, this fundamental 
freedom, which must be regarded as a precondition for any art, does not exist, for a person must first 
have a diploma in order to build. Why?” (Click here to read the full text.)

Do you have artistic ideas you’d like to put into writing? Organize your thoughts and write your own 
manifesto! You can create your own structure, or use the guide below to get you started! 

Art Manifestos
Realist – 1855

Symbolist – 1886
Futurist – 1909
Cubist – 1912
Dada – 1916

De Stijl – 1918

(the title of your manifesto)

I believe art should...

Because...

As artists, we will...

So that...

In conclusion....
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Science – Nature Study
Hundertwasser had deep respect and admiration for nature. He spent time studying 
plants, and finding ways to protect the environment. In his lifetime he planted 60,000 trees! 

If man walks in nature's midst, then  
he is nature's guest and must learn to   

  behave as a well-brought-up guest.

As an architect, he was interested in finding ways for the structures he 
designed and built to co-exist in harmony with nature. He looked at the way 
the land curved and sloped. He incorporated plants into his building 
designs. He used earth on the rooftop as a natural form of insulation. 

Hundertwasser believed that when we are connected to nature we are 
happy, and when we are around too many artificial looking structures and 
our surroundings are rigid, we suffer because of the separation; we feel 
unhappy when we are disconnected from nature.

Find a way to study nature this week as Hundertwasser did. Take a note-
book outside and sketch your observations.

F R I E D E N S R E I C H  H U N D E R T W A S S E R
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Geography Hundertwasser’s eclectic world-view was informed by his extensive 
travels! He explored the globe and made friends in each new place he 
visited. Find and mark some of his destinations on the map!

Originally from: 
Vienna, Austria

Traveled to: 
Ceylon
Zanzibar
Algeria 
United States
Morocco 
Tunisia 
Italy
Greece
Japan
Thailand
Kenya
Brazil
Senegal
Qatar
Sri Lanka
the Maldives
Canada

Lived in:
France
Germany
Tahiti
New Zealand

Hundertwasser’s
Spiraling perspective 

TheStudio

April 2019 | Week 3

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with



C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 4

History
Historical events that happened 
during Hundertwasser’s early life 
left a deep impression on him. As 
a child in Europe during the second World 
War, times were tough. He was surround-
ed by violence and the visual devastation 
of war was everywhere. Bombed out 
buildings and the destruction of nature 
weighed heavy on his heart. To make 
matters worse, he had to join a Hitler Youth 
group to stay safe – since his mother was 
Jewish, he was always under suspicion. 
Having a father who was Catholic (and 
having been baptized as a Catholic in 
1935) may very well have saved his life.

Hundertwasser with his mother in 1932.

As a young adult, these memories stayed with him, and they were the inspiration for him changing his name. 
His new name, which means Full of Peace Hundred Water, tells the story of the ideals he held dear. 
Peace. Nature. Harmony. 

As time went on and the world changed, one thing stayed constant. These virtues directed the curvy spiral 
of events that became Hundertwasser’s legacy. They led him to become involved with environmental activ-
ism– working with groups like Greenpeace and the Jacques Cousteau Society. He forged relationships with 
people like Ralph Nader to oppose nuclear power. He took part in sit-ins to save endangered wetlands. He 
planted trees and advocated for residents when they were fined for implementing  his ‘Window Rights’ idea.

In 1980 the Mayor Washington DC (Marion Barry) declared November 18 to be Hundertwasser Day, 
and in 1982 the Mayor of San Francisco (Dianne Feinstein) proclaimed that December 5-11 would be 
Hundertwasser Week.
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Art
What art movement does Hundertwasser fit into?

The truth is, he doesn’t neatly fit into any one movement. His paint-
ings and buildings are usually defined as modern art, but he’s some-
times associated with Tachism and Informalism.

What is Modern Art?
Modern art is a vague term that describes many kinds of art made 
between the mid 1800’s through the mid 1900’s. Usually modern art 
breaks from tradition in some way, or incorporates some kind of 
experimentation.

What is Tachism?
Tachism is a European (mostly French) style of intuitive abstract 
painting. It incorporates non-geometric abstract shapes, sponta-
neous brushstrokes, drips and scribble-like marks. This movement 
occurred at approximately the same time as Abstract Expressionism 
in the United States (during the 1940’s and 1950’s).

What is Informalism?
Informalism was another abstract art movement – very similar to 
Tachism – but with elements of gestural rhythm, spontaneous 
expression, and an interest in exploring the qualities of the art materi-
als in a way that highlights their properties.

[Note] Hundertwasser was not part of the Vienna Succession, but it’s 
sometimes referenced when people discuss his art. He was certainly 
influenced by this art movement that occurred in his hometown, and 
he incorporates some of its elements in his art. Hans Hartung | Informalism

Ludwig Merwart | Tachism
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Building with recycled objects
When an architect cares about the environment as deeply as Hundertwasser, they 
consider their materials carefully. 

Hundertwasser avoided using new materials and incorporated recycled and natural elements whenever 
possible. In 1979 built an innovative house (called the Bottle House) using recycled bottles for the walls 
and grass for the roof! He came back to this idea again when he designed the Kawakawa Public Toilets.

Find objects around the house that you can re-purpose in an art project! 
It’s fun to see what you can come up with when you limit yourself to 
recycled objects instead of purchasing all of your materials from the store.

[Left] The Bottle House in Kaurinui, New Zealand. Photo by Richard Smart.
[Below] The Kawakawa Public Toilets by Hundertwasser is a landmark and 
a tourist attraction. It is rated the #2 attraction in town by Trip Advisor!
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Tree Tenants are trees (and other plants) 
that are integrated into the design of urban 
buildings. Hundertwasser wanted to make sure 
that new building would be home to as much 
(or more!) vegetation as the plot of land original-
ly housed before the structure was built. He 
wrote: “As the street is largely ruled out for 
planting trees due to the traffic and subterra-
nean conduits, roof greenery mostly takes on a 
penthouse nature and remains invisible to the 
man on the street and is often unfeasible for 
constructional reasons, the vertical building 
facades are an alternative for establishing a 
forest in the city.” Read more here.

Hundertwasser created the idea of 
Window Rights to allow residents 
of a building to express their individu-
ality. Hundertwasser explained: “A 
person in a rented apartment must be 
able to lean out of his window and 
scrape off the masonry within arm's 
reach. And he must be allowed to 
take a long brush and paint every-
thing outside within arm's reach. So 
that it will be visible from afar to 
everyone in the street that someone 
lives there who is different from the 
imprisoned, enslaved, standardized 
man who lives next door.”

Hundertwasser had some very innovative ideas about architecture. Two interesting 
concepts he wrote/spoke about and implemented in his work were Tree Tenants and Window Rights.
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This week’s project is all about the third skin – our home!

There are several different ways you can do this week’s project. Or you can get creative and make art your own way!

You could do a variation of project idea #1 using clay instead of blocks. If you want it to be 
brightly colored like Hundertwasser’s buildings, wait for the air-dry clay to harden and then 
paint it. Or use colorful modeling clay!

Instead of clay, you could make a building (or group of buildings) with paper mache. Form 
your basic structure using pieces of cardboard (paper towel tubes, old shipping boxes you 
cut up and reshape, etc), and then cover it with plaster cloth gauze or make homemade  
paper mache. The sticker book shown here may add some fun additions to your design!
Try incorporating marbles or other materials that allow light to interact with your house!

Bonus Ideas! 

Project idea #1: 
Get out all of your blocks and other building materials. You know 
that Hundertwasser did not like straight lines, so if your blocks are all 
hard edged and square or rectangle, you’ll need to find some round and 
irregular shaped things to soften the edges of your structure. Use your 
materials to make a Hundertwasser-inspired structure, or come up with 
your own design aesthetic and go with it! (If you come up with your own 
idea you may want to write a short manifesto explaining your philosophy.) 
Don’t forget the green! Go outside and grab some leaves from the 
ground to make tree tenants part of your design.

Project idea #2: 
How would you express your personality and individuality if you lived 
in an apartment building? Try out the idea of ‘Window Rights’ 
by cutting a ‘window’ from a large cardboard box. Decorate the 
outside of the box as you would decorate the facade of your home if 
you lived in a Hundertwasser apartment. If you don’t have a big box, 
just use a large piece of posterboard or butcher paper to make a 
prototype for your expressive window design. You can even use a 
small piece of paper to sketch out a few different ideas.
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