
Impressionism + Post-Impressionism

Claude Monet

Edgar Degas

Mary Cassatt

Pierre-Auguste
Renoir

This month we’ve learned a lot about Georges Seurat’s Post-Impressionist masterpiece 
‘A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte.’ Sometimes people wonder,”What’s the 
difference between Impressionism and Post-Impressionism?” It’s a great question! Look at the Impressionist 
art on this page and the Post-Impressionist art on the next page. See if you can spot some things that make 
them different, and also some things they have in common! 
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Impressionism + Post-Impressionism

Paul Cézanne

Vincent van Gogh

Paul Signac

Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec

Art Credits: Monet 1. Impression, Sunrise 2. Water Lily Pond 3. Haystacks - Snow Effect | Degas 1. Dancers In Pink 2. The Dance Class 3. 
Race Horses | Cassatt 1. Mother Playing with Child 2. Lilacs in a Window 3. The Cup of Tea | Renoir 1. By the Seashore 2. Luncheon of the 
Boating Party 3. Dance at Bougival | Cézanne 1. The House with the Cracked Walls 2. Blue Landscape 3. Apples and Oranges | Van Gogh 1. 
The Starry Night 2. Sunflowers  3. Bedroom in Arles | Signac 1. Woman with a Parasol 2. The Pink Cloud, Antibes 3. Portrait of M. Félix Fénéo | 
Toulouse-Lautrec 1. Portrait of Vincent Van Gogh 2. At the Moulin Rouge 3. The Milliner
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Impressionism + Post-Impressionism

landscapes and portraits of regular people

painted (mostly) in the studio

stylized swishes, swirls, and dots of paint

painted over time with thoughtful revisions

observation with elements of imagination added 

concerned with exploration and discovery

color is vibrant, brighter than real life

captured an artistic idea

emotional

experimental

Impressionism and Post-Impressionism share some similarities, but also have many 
differences. See if you can think of some additional qualities to add to the lists! 

landscapes and portraits of regular people

painted (mostly) en plein air

hazy, blurry paint effect

painted quickly – capture the scene immediately

painted from careful observation

concerned with light and nature 

color is muted, pastel, dreamy

captured a fleeting moment in time

objective

intuitive
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Use this bonus week to return to something you loved from an earlier project, or 
put the finishing touches on a piece of art that isn’t quite done! Pointillist paintings take 
a long time, and Post-Impressionist artists often went back in to add more to their paintings over time. 
You may want to do more conté crayon sketches or small painted studies. You could even experiment 
with color mixing, and try different techniques that focus on Seurat’s idea of optical color mixing.

Or you could start something new! Paint a different subject. Or re-visit the same scene at a 
different time of day or from a different view point to create a whole new image. You could create a really 
large scale painting like Seurat did– maybe on a long piece of butcher paper or even with chalk on an 
outside patio. There are so many fun ways to make Pointillist art. Here are just a few ideas: 

Use dot markers and go big. Make some oversized art 
with big colorful dot markers (like the ones used in Bingo)!

Teeny tiny paper dots. Use a hole punch to make lots of 
dots from different colored paper. Use a square of sticky con-
tact paper as a base to create art and to hold your tiny colorful 
paper dots in place.

Inkpad and pencil eraser. Start with a brand new unused 
pencil eraser and use it as a stamp with colorful inkpads.

Dot stickers. For a super quick, no-mess option use stick-
ers! Put them together to create a simple scene.

Get creative! Use other supplies you have around the 
house. T˙he end of a carrot, or a potato cut in half then dipped 
in paint makes a perfect round mark! You can get tactile and 
finger-paint your art, or use a cotton swab to make smaller 
dots, and a more detailed piece of art! 
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