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Let’s look again!

We know that Seurat was interested in the science of color. He studied scientific 
findings and experimented with these technical ideas in his art.

He was also interested in the science of emotion. He read studies where scientists talked about the ways 
viewers perceive different things, and the emotional reaction they cause. He learned that if lines go up, it 
makes the viewer feel happy. On the other hand, when the composition has downward directed elements, 
there’s a sad feeling in the art. Everything in Seurat’s art is deliberate, and it’s there to evoke a certain emo-
tion or mood within the viewer.

How does this painting make you feel? Think it over, and write down your ideas– or chat about it. Then, take 
another look at this painting with this question in mind: What do you think Seurat intended us to 
feel when we gazed upon ‘A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte?’

Write your new ideas here!
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T H E  A R T  O F  O B S E R V A T I O N

It’s not just about angles and composition. Other things in art also stir up different feelings in the viewer. 
Take a look at the list below and think about each item. How do these different things make 
you feel when you look at them?

Not every color or composition will make every viewer feel the same way. Feelings change and they 
depend on lots of other external factors, too. This game is just a way to start looking at the emotions 
behind the art, and to start thinking about the connection between mood and color and composition.

People in the art who are facing me.

People who are shown in profile.

People who are facing away.

The color red.

Orange.

Yellow.

Green.

Blue.

Violet.

Art that is full of people and objects.

Art that is simple and has white space.

Art that looks realistic.

Art that is abstract.

Makes me feel...This...
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How do these things make you feel?
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T H E  A R T  O F  O B S E R V A T I O N

In week two we learned that the scale of this painting is 
very large. It’s about 7 feet tall and 10 feet wide! To get 
an idea of how big this really is, get out a measuring tape 
and mark it on a big wall in your house with removable 
tape or sticky notes to mark where the edges would be. 
Now imaging painting something that big... one... dot... 
at... a... time.

No wonder it took Georges Seurat two years 
to complete this masterpiece!

Now let’s think about this: Why did Seurat paint such a large piece of art if his technique was so labor 
intensive? You know he was a very deliberate kind of guy, so he must have had a good reason.

He did! (There were actually a couple of good reasons.)

First of all, remember that he was inspired by classical art and Greek sculptures? He wanted his painting 
to be seen as monumental and important. When something is large in scale, it’s more impactful. It feels 
grand and epic. 

Another reason had to do with the Pointillist technique he was exploring. He realized that people needed 
to stand a good distance away from the painting in order for their eyes to blend the colors together. 
(Seurat’s painting studio was actually so small he couldn’t stand far enough away to get a good sense of 
the optical blending!) He knew that if he painted something really large, people would be able to stand 
further away and admire the full effect of his technique!

There may be other reasons Seurat chose this scale for his art. Can you think of anything else?
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Scale and impact

Look at this comparison!
‘La Grande Jatte’ is 121” long and 82” tall.
A VW Beetle is 169” long and 58” tall.
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .
You’ve learned all about color theory and you’ve sketched out your landscape... 
now it’s time to paint! Take a few minutes to look through your sketches from last week’s trip to the 
park and decide how you’ll arrange your composition. Think about your color choices, too... and the 
mood they will set in your art! 

Next week we have a BONUS week in this unit! Pointillist paintings take a long time because 
the process is very detailed. You don’t need to finish your artwork all in one week– remember, it took 
Seurat TWO YEARS to paint ‘La Grande Jatte.’ You‘ll have extra time next week to finish up your paint-
ing, and you can even come back to it after we’ve finished this exploration, if you’d like. There’s no time 
limit on art. Have fun, look closely, and enjoy the process.

A note about the medium. Who says your 
Pointillist painting has to be a painting? Feel free to 
use bold markers to make your dots, or even chalk 
or oil pastels! The important thing to think about is 
color, and how the colors you put next to each other 
will react together when the viewer looks at your art!
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Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!
 
Step 1: Find a postcard from your latest 
vacation, or another small landscape 
picture to reference.
Step 2: Gather your supplies- pastels 
or crayons and a small piece of paper.
Step 3: Create a Pointillist version of 
your landscape. Keep your artwork small 
because Pointillism is a lengthy process. 
Try to play with the colors so they blend 
optically when you look from a distance.
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R E V I E W

We’ve learned so much about Georges Seurat, Pointillist art, and ‘A Sunday After-
noon on the Island of La Grande Jatte.’ Let’s review some of the highlights!

In color theory, the primary colors are 
red, blue and yellow. The secondary colors 
(which are made from primary colors) are 
violet, green, and orange.

Colors also have a temperature! 
Red, orange and yellow are warm colors; 
green, blue, and violet are cool colors.

Complimentary colors are across 
from each other on the color wheel, and 
they make each other look bolder!

Analogous colors are colors that are 
next to each other on the color wheel.

Georges-Pierre Seurat was born in 
Paris, and he lived from 1859-1891. He 
wanted to invent something new in art, and 
he did! Georges was disciplined, serious, 
and extremely private. 

Seurat studied the science of color, and he 
believed colors in art would appear more 
pure if they were mixed by the viewer’s eye 
and not by the painter’s brush. He called 
his painting technique Chromo-lu-
minarism, but it is more common-
ly known as Pointillism. 

‘A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte’ was inspired by classical 
art– especially a frieze from the Parthenon.

Seurat created dozens of sketches and 
small painted studies as he prepared for 
his masterpiece. He sketched in the park, and 
painted in his studio.

He spent over two years painting the 
millions and millions of dots that make up the 
Sunday scene you see in this monumental 
painting.
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!
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Art is
Harmony.

G E O R G E S  S E U R A T
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