
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Geography
Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! Let’s explore how this month‘s art relates to some of these subjects.

 P A G E  1

This is the Île de la Jatte. It’s a small island in the 
Seine, just outside Paris, France. Here’s what it looked like 
many years ago, and what it looks like today. This little island 
has a pretty interesting history, and there’s even a tour on the 
island highlighting some of the other artists who have been 
inspired by this charming little place.

Vincent van Gogh, La Seine et le pont 
de La Grande Jatte, 1887

Émile Bernard, Iron Bridges at Asnières, 1887

Alfred Sisley, L’île de La Grande Jatte, 1873

Claude Monet, Springtime on 
La Grande Jatte, 1878

Fun Fact!
‘La grande jatte’ means
‘the large jar’ in French.

The island is shaped like a jar!
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

There are some wonderful book about Georges Seurat and his master-
piece. Many are probably available at your local library! Check them out and 
have fun exploring more about Seurat and ‘La Grande Jatte.’

Books that are all about Seurat:

A Sunday on La Grande Jatte Tunnel Book: Take a Peek at Seurat's Masterpiece! 
by Joan Sommers

Katie's Sunday Afternoon
by James Mayhew

Georges Seurat (Great Artists)
by Iain Zaczek

Seurat and La Grande Jatte: Connecting the Dots
by Robert Burleigh

Joining the Dots: The Art of Seurat 
by In-Sook Kim and Se-Yeon Jeong

Books where Seurat and ‘La Grande Jatte’ are mentioned:

Impressionism: 13 Artists Children Should Know
by Florian Heine 

Get Into Art People: Enjoy Great Art–Then Create Your Own!
by Susie Brooks

Great Paintings
by Karen Hosack Janes

 P A G E  2

Literature
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 P A G E  3

Science
Seurat’s Pointillist technique is based on science!

He was obsessed with the idea of colors being mixed in the viewer’s eye, and how much brighter and purer 
those colors would appear. 

Georges read the works of a French Chemist named Michel Eugène Chevreul (who wrote about the 
principles of harmony and contrast in color theory).

Seurat studied the science of optics, and how our eyes take in and process information.

He investigated the properties of light, and he experimented with different ways to show luminosity in his art.

Try some fun color experiments at home this week, or do this quick activity. Look at the art below. It’s a 
painting by Seurat of a different viewpoint on the same island. First look at it close up, and then keep taking 
steps back and squint your eyes as you focus on the art. How far away did you get before all of the colors 
magically merged and joined the image together? (You can click here to see the photo up close!)

Georges Seurat, The Seine at Courbevoie, 1884
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https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-seine-at-courbevoie/4gE7oQ9c-fh4nA
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 P A G E  4

Film and Theater
Georges Seurat’s ‘A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grand Jatte’ is one of the 
most referenced and parodied paintings in art history.

Not only can in be found in numerous television shows (like ‘The Office’ and ‘The Simpsons’), but there is 
also an iconic scene in the movie ‘Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,’ and an entire musical play called ‘Sunday in the 
Park with George.’ Check out some pop culture references with your kids (when they are old enough).

© Playbill Inc.© Paramount Pictures Corporation

Fun Idea!
Maybe your kids aren’t old 

enough to watch the movie yet, 
but you could just show them this 

one scene and talk about it.
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 P A G E  5

Fashion Design
You may have noticed that the people in the park are not dressed in the same kind of 
clothes you would wear to the park. Fashion can tell us a lot about these people and their lives! 
Fashion holds many clues to understanding this painting. 

Bustle
It was fashionable for ladies 
to wear an undergarment 
called a bustle that poofed 
out the back of their skirt. It 
also helped to keep the 
bottom of their skirt from 
dragging on the ground.

Parasols
These were an important fashion accessory, as well as a useful one! 
Parasols provided shade. Since sunscreen hadn’t been invented yet, 
women needed a way to keep their complexions stylishly fair.

Orange scarf
This woman’s scarf 

identifies her as a baby’s 
nurse or a nanny. Since she 

isn‘t with any children, we 
might wonder if she is on a 
mid-day break. It looks like 
she’s visiting with an older 

woman. Maybe it’s her 
mother?

This man’s hat and his casual 
clothing tell us that he is not from 
high society, (like the men wearing top 
hats) but he’s probably from the 
working class.

Capuchin 
monkeys
were a stylish pet 
of the era.

A mix of classes. This was a very important idea. Impressionist paintings often showed ‘regular people’ 
or ‘fancy people’ but usually they were not shown together. Just like the optical blending technique he was 
exploring in his painting, Seurat was also blending together two subjects that were usually kept separate. 
This was a very modern thing to do, and it highlights the changing social scene at that time in French society.
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 P A G E  6

Art
‘La Grande Jatte’ breaks away from the Impressionist tradition of painting ‘en plein air’ (or 
outside) and capturing a moment through gestural, spontaneous, hazy brushstrokes. 

Seurat’s art is very precise. He has given a lot of thought to everything. It feels more serious than 
most of the paintings Impressionists were making. There are a lot of people shown, but they aren’t 
really interacting. It looks very classical. There’s a quality of timelessness. That was Seurat’s intention.

He looked at lots of classical art as a student at art school, and he wanted this painting to be some-
thing monumental and epic, just like the sculptures he drew and studied. He was inspired by those 
classical sculptures, and he especially loved the classical art of Ancient Greece. This frieze from the 
Parthenon is said to have been one of his main sources of inspiration! Look closely and see if 
you can you find some similarities between Seurat’s painting and this frieze.

What is 
a frieze?

It’s a long band of 
sculpture.

They are usually 
made of marble,

but some
 are made of wood 

or plaster.
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S E U R A T ’ S  S K E T C H E S  +  S T U D I E S

 P A G E  7

Before Seurat began to paint in his studio, he did dozens of sketches with conté crayon and 
mini oil painting studies. He liked to paint on top of cigar boxes and he called them ‘croquetons’ 
which means ‘little sketches.’ Let’s look at a few of the studies that led up to his grand masterpiece!
(These studies are scattered all over the world. You may be able to find one near you to see in person!)
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

 P A G E  8

This week you'll start your monumental mas-
terpiece the way Seurat started his– with a 
series of sketches and small painted studies!

First, think of your favorite park. Have you ever been there 
on a Sunday? What do the people who hang out there 
look like? What are they doing? How are they dressed? 
Are there lots of trees, or just a few? Is there any water– a 
river, a lake, a creek, a pond, or even a fountain? 

You may have all the information you need in your 
memory, but it might be fun to go to the park and 
paint/sketch while you are actually there, looking at the 
scene in real life.

Sketch and paint as much as you like. Seurat did 25 
drawings and 30 paintings of ‘La Grande Jatte.’ (You don’t 
have to do that many, but you can if you want to!) Look at 
how Seurat did some sketches that isolated just a small 
section of the scene. You might want to try that with your 
sketches. It’s a good way to focus in on different areas.

You can use any medium you like– crayons, pastels, 
watercolors, tempera, or another material! Seurat 
preferred to use conté crayons because they helped him 
to boldly define areas of dark and light.

Have fun sketching this week, and be sure to 
check out the Video Library in the members 
area for a demonstration on how to use conté 
crayons and textured paper just like Seurat!
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