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L E T ’ S  L O O K  A G A I N

Let’s look at this painting again – with fresh eyes. Do you see anything new this week? 
Write your new observations here.

Did you notice... the dotted frame that Seurat 
painted all around the edge of the art? He finished 
this painting in 1886, but he re-stretched the canvas 
in 1889 so he could add this dotted frame. Look 
carefully at it and you’ll notice something spectacular 
about the colors he chose. He did not paint this 
frame randomly. Every colored dot was selected 
specifically to enhance the color of the artwork right 
next to it. Up near the top where the trees are green, 
he painted lots of red dots (the complimentary color 
to green). Look all around the edge of the art and pay 
attention to the color combinations. 

Now let’s play a game. Did you find the...

...monkey on a leash?

...man playing a horn?

...girl who is running? or maybe dancing?

...man with a cane?

...dog with a white body and a brown head?

...butterfly? 

...man sitting alone under a tree?

...French flag?

...two new parents adoring their baby?

...steamboat? ...sailboat? ...rowboat?

...two soldiers in uniform?

...young woman holding flowers?

Click the image to see the painting up close
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https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/a-sunday-on-la-grande-jatte/twGyqq52R-lYpA?ms=%7B%22x%22%3A0.21477097617014956%2C%22y%22%3A0.965623397503023%2C%22z%22%3A15.993565144%2C%22size%22%3A%7B%22width%22%3A0.012036189617194179%2C%22height%22%3A0.01226365004108638%7D%7D
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Fun fact! We’re lucky this painting is still here! In 1958, it was on loan to  
MoMA in New York when a fire broke out nearby. ‘La Grande Jatte’ 
was quickly taken to safety through an elevator evacuation plan.

Seurat spent over two 
years painting the millions and 
millions of dots that make up the 
Sunday scene you see in this 
monumental painting.

This is an extremely large 
painting. It’s approximately 7 
feet tall and 10 feel wide. Can you 
imagine painting something of 
that scale one dot at a time!?

Seurat created dozens of 
sketches and small painted 
studies as he prepared for his 
masterpiece. He sketched in the 
park, and painted in his studio.

Seurat studied the science 
of color, and he believed colors 
in art would appear more pure if 
they were mixed by the viewer’s 
eye and not by the painter’s brush.

He kept coming back to add 
more to the artwork. He specifi-
cally included extra yellow and 
orange areas to make the art look 
brighter and more brilliant.

For years, no one wanted 
this painting. Eventually (in 
1924) an American collector 
bought it for $20,000 and donat-
ed it to the Art Institute in Chicago.

When you are close to this 
painting, it’s very hard to see 
the images in the art. It just looks 
like millions of tiny colorful dots, 
and everything seems blurry.

But when you step back 
everything jumps into focus and 
you can see everything. The 
painting has a unique warm, hazy, 
glowing quality.

Seurat made the water look 
like it was shimmering and glitter-
ing with light. Unlike paint that is 
brushed on, the dots create a 
sparky luminescent effect!

Seurat used pointillism in 
some of his other paintings,
but ‘La Grande Jatte’ was 
the first totally 
pointillist painting.
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Georges Seurat in 1888

Some say they 
see poetry in 
my paintings; 
I see only
science. 

Georges-Pierre Seurat 
December 2, 1859 – March 29, 1891

Georges was born in Paris to a wealthy family. He 
had an older brother (Émile Augustin) and an older 
sister (Marie-Berthe). His family was unconventional. 
His father lived nearby, and he came to visit his wife 
and children for dinner once a week.

Georges attended art school for a short time, but he 
quickly grew tired of copying the masters. He 
wanted to do something new– and he did! 
He studied color like a scientist would, and then he 
put his theories into practice when he invented the 
entirely new painting technique of Pointillism. He’s 
considered to be the father of Neo-Impressionism.

As an adult, Georges was quite a flashy dresser– 
he was known for wearing suits and a top hat. 
His friends gave him the nickname “The Notary” 
because of his proper and official demeanor.

Georges was disciplined, serious, and extremely 
private. He had a secret child and a hidden relation-
ship that no one knew about until his death.

He died suddenly of an undetermined illness when 
he was just 31 years old. Although his life was short 
and his paintings were few, he left an artistic 
legacy that still lives on today!
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Seurat called his painting technique Chromo-luminarism, but it 
is more commonly known as Pointillism. 

First, Seurat spent two years working on perfecting monochromatic 
drawing. He studied the way our eyes and brain translate areas of 
light and darkness when we view them, and how we experience 
contrast. Then, he began his experimental color techniques. 

He began by painting small strokes, but he eventually settled on tiny 
dots like the ones you see here. This is a small section of ‘A Sunday 
Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte’ really close up. Seurat’s 
scientific studies led him to the conclusion that if a painter 
blends his paints together on his palette, he ends up 
with a duller, less vibrant version of the color. A purer 
and more brilliant color can be made by putting tiny 
dots of color next to each other, and letting the color 
mixing happen in the eye of the viewer.

This realization changed everything for Seurat. He looked at color 
like a scientist. He discovered that colors appear to change when 
they are placed next to other colors. He noticed that the same color 
blue will look completely different depending on the color it’s next to. 
Seurat used this discovery to create art that seemed impossible! He 
was able to capture a hazy atmospheric effect in his paintings that 
other painters couldn’t achieve. The water in his paintings seems to 
glisten and dance with light and reflections.

Seurat also made his art HUGE so that viewers could stand really far 
away from it and experience the optical blending illusion even better. 

Through a clever combination of color theory, contrast, and scale, 
Seurat accomplished something spectacular in his art.
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N
This week we’ll be color scientists just like Seurat. He believed that when colors were mixed in the 
eye of the viewer, they looked brighter– like colored light. In one circle, paint the color listed. In the 
circle below it, use your finger to dab dots of the two primary colors that make up that color. 

Then, stand back and see which one looks more vibrant and beautiful to you!

Paint this circle green Paint this circle orange Paint this circle violet

Fingerpaint this circle 
with blue and yellow dots

Fingerpaint this circle 
with yellow and red dots

Fingerpaint this circle 
with red and blue dots
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