
The man who painted one dot at a time.
This month we’ll be looking at a painting 
called A Sunday Afternoon on the 
Island of La Grande Jatte. 

The artist who painted it was named 
Georges-Pierre Seurat. 

Take your time this week and look care-
fully at this painting. There is a LOT to 
see. We’ll spend the whole month of 
October studying this one work of art 
because there are so many fascinating 
things to discover, chat about, and try in 
your own art. There are some discussion 
questions to get you started, but feel free 
to let your conversation wander.

“I painted the way that I did because 
I wanted something new. I wanted a 
kind of painting that was my own.” 

– G E O R G E S  S E U R AT –
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Georges-Pierre Seurat, A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte, 1884-1886
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A note about art discussions
Whether you’re looking through books or touring the art museum, the key to meaningful art discussions 
with kids is curiosity. Ask open-ended questions, and try not to share all of your knowledge about the art 
until after your kids have made their own observations, and come to their own conclusions. Kids only 
have one opportunity to experience art for the first time. Make sure you create a space for them to look, 
ponder, make their own discoveries, and formulate their own opinions before they hear all of the fasci-
nating educational information about the art. 

In art education, there is a philosophy called Visual Thinking Strategies. This method says that the key to 
leading great art discussions with kids is to have a conversation using the same three questions, and 
then give the children time to think and respond. The three questions are:

What’s going on in this picture? What makes you say that? What else can we find?

You can approach your discussions this way, or you can open the conversation up with other 
open-ended leading questions. Questions that wonder... Why did the artist do things this way? Where 
(and when) was the art created? Does the art remind you of anything? How does it make you feel?

Beginning a dialogue with leading questions will do just that… lead. It will lead to some answers, but 
also to more questions– which is good. It will also lead to your kids to think about the art, and come to 
their own conclusions. There is no right or wrong in art appreciation… just differences. Every painting 
has someone who loves it and someone who hates it. This makes art appreciation – and learning how 
to put your observations and opinions into words – a really valuable exercise for kids. It’s the beginning 
of learning how to express their likes and dislikes in a way that is respectful and honors the value in the 
work, even if they don’t particularly care for it.

Finally, know when to put it away and move on. In art appreciation, sometimes less is more!
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Questions to consider
What's going on in this picture?
What makes you say that?
What else can we find?

What are these people and animals doing?
Which group would you want to hang out with? Why?
What can you tell by looking at their body language?
How about their facial expressions?
What time of year do you think it is? What time of day?
How can you tell?
Let’s talk about the colors you see...
What do you notice about the artist’s painting style?
How are the people in this painting dressed?
What would this park sound like? What would you hear?
What would it smell like?
What would it feel like to spend a Sunday afternoon here?
What story is the artist trying to tell us with this painting?

These are the 
Visual Thinking 
Strategies 
questions.

Pointillism 
in the Park

TheStudio

October 2018 | Week 1

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with



T H E  A R T  O F  C O N V E R S A T I O N

 P A G E  5

As you discuss the art, note down some of the key words or ideas that come up!
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A dotty, spotty world of color

Let’s explore color theory! In order to understand Seurat’s art we need to 
really understand color. Playing with color helps us to see how different colors are 
related, and how they react to each other. This week our project will be a little 
different. Instead of making a drawing or painting, we’ll spend some time exploring 
color in a couple of different ways. Let’s start with mixing primary colors. 

There are three special colors – called primary colors – and they can be used to make any other 
color! The three primary colors are:
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Get out your paints (watercolor, gouache, acrylic, or tempera) and see what happens when you mix primary colors. Paint one 
circle red, another one blue, and the third one yellow. Don’t worry about making this neat and tidy– it’s ok to go outside the lines. 
Just pay attention to the reaction you see where different colors overlap each other. What happens when you mix red and blue? 
Blue and yellow? Yellow and red? Write it down in the color notes above, and we’ll talk more about it on the next page...

Red
Blue
Yellow

Color Notes

Red+Blue=

Blue+Yellow=

Yellow+Red=
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When you mixed primary colors together, you created new colors! They are called 
secondary colors. You wrote down the three secondary colors on the last page... 
they are: violet (red+blue), green (blue+yellow), and orange (yellow+red). 

Complimentary colors are another important color relationship to know about.
Colors are complimentary if they are across from each other on the color wheel.
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warm colors

Complimentary colors
red + green

violet + yellow
blue + orange
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Color Theory
You will need: red paint, yellow paint, blue paint, and something to make dots (the eraser end of a 
pencil, a pom-pom, a cotton swab, a small paintbrush, etc.). 

Instructions: Use the guide below (or make your own), and fill three segments with red dots, three 
with blue dots, and three with yellow dots. The segments where two different colors overlap will create 
secondary colors. Don’t mix your paints on a palette– just make primary colored dots. The trick here is 
to step back and then look again. (We’ll learn a LOT more about this next week– but for this week, just 
step away from your color wheel and see how the colors magically blend as you get further away.)

Now we’ll practice what you’ve learned about color.
Let’s make a dotty color wheel! 

Analogous colors
Colors that are right next to 
each other on the color wheel 
have a special relationship – 
and a special name! They are 
called analogous colors. On this 
wheel the analogous colors are:
blue and green
green and yellow
yellow and orange
orange and red
red and violet
violet and blue

red              red+blue

   
   

  
  
b
lu

e
  
  
  
  
   

bl
ue

+y
ellow         yellow         ye

llo
w

+red

N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Pointillism 
in the Park

TheStudio

October 2018 | Week 1

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with


