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Go on a trees-in-art scavenger hunt!
We’ve seen three very different interpretations of trees in art this month. But, there 
are thousands more out there, just waiting for you to discover them! Take a trip to your local art museum 
(or flip through an art history book at home), and go looking for trees in art! As you go on your tree scav-
enger hunt, pay attention to things like:

My favorite tree painting is:

Once you finish your art museum or art 
history book scavenger hunt, think about 
all of the tree art you saw, and which 
one you like best. Write the name of the paint-
ing and the artist here. If you want to list a few 
reasons why it’s your favorite, you can use this 
space to make your notes.

How does the art makes you feel? Does it feel misty and quiet (like Tohaku’s Pine Trees)? Or is it 
bright and vibrant... and full of energy? Is it a tree you’d like to visit in real life? 

Does the art remind you of a certain season? Which one, and why do you think that?

Can you tell which art movement the tree is from? (It’s ok if you can’t... if you can remember an 
artist you’ve seen before that reminds you of this style, you might be able to guess!)

What is the tree doing in the painting? Is the tree the star (like the trees we studied this month)? Or 
is the tree in the background, helping to set the stage for a different story?

What kind of story is this tree telling you?
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T H E  A R T  O F  O B S E R V A T I O N
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Something in common
When you look back at the three trees we studied this month, it seems like they 
are so dramatically different, they couldn’t possibly have anything in common 
(besides the fact that they are all trees). But, there is a common thread – and it has to do 
with the artists themselves! Even though they were from different countries and different art movements, 
they shared something powerful. Can guess what it might be?

All three of these artists were kind of creative renegades! They all started out painting in the same style 
as other artists of their time, but they ended up rebelling against tradition and coming up with their own 
unique style! See if you can remember one thing that each of these artists did differently in their painting. 
Write it here!

Hasegawa Tohaku –

Paul Gauguin –

Gustav Klimt –

Here are some hints if you get stuck...
Hasegawa Tohaku broke away from the popular ornate style to make something extremely simple.
Paul Gauguin began as an Impressionist, but later rejected Impressionism as he painted with 
brighter colors, incorporated symbolism into his art, and relied more on his imagination. Gustav 
Klimt lead the way with his new style- incorporating bright gold, symbolic imagery, and pattern in his art.
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S
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Monochromatic art

Hasegawa Tohaku, Cranes in Bamboo Grove

Hasegawa Tohaku, Eight Views of Xiao and Xiang

Tohaku’s screens are 
simple in many ways. 
He is editing down what he 
shows in his art, so that 
only the most important 
elements of his idea are 
shown. He’s including just 
enough detail, but not so 
much that it’s distracting. 

What do you notice about 
the way he uses color? He 
doesn’t! His art is mono-
chromatic– that just means 
‘one color.’ Monochromatic 
art isn’t always black, it can 
be any color. But in this 
case, Tohaku is using black 
ink, so all of his painting is 
black and shades of grey.

What do you think about it? 
How does the minimalist 
color palette make you feel? 
Do you find this kind of 
restrained color boring? Or 
does it make you want to 
look closer out of curiosity?
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Artist book list
Learn more about the artists and their paintings with these fun books!

Klimt
by Sara Haynes

Gustav Klimt: A Painted Fairy Tale 
by Stephan Koja

The Magical Tree 
by Myriam Ouyessad

Patterns From Nature: The Art of Klimt 
by Myeong-hwa Yu

Klimt and His Cat 
by Bérénice Capatti 

Gauguin: Escape to Eden 
by David Spence

Paul Gauguin  
by Alix Wood

Paul Gauguin 
by Robert Anderson

Gauguin
by Sara Haynes

Super Simple Sumi-e 
by Yvonne Palka

The Sumi-e Book 
by Yolanda Mayhall

Books to learn
more about 
sumi-e painting
techniques:
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

This week let’s make art with ink. There’s 
a new video in the members’ area to help 
you get started!

For this project you’ll need:
Newsprint, watercolor paper, or plain white paper
Sumi ink, black tempera, or black watercolors
Bamboo brushes or regular paintbrushes

How to make a sumi-e (soo-me-ay) painting:
Sumi-e literally translates to mean “ink painting.” The 
main thing to remember is: this kind of traditional Asian 
brush painting is a way of capturing the essence or 
the spirit of the thing you are painting. You can make a 
landscape, or you can choose to paint something 
else. It should be fairly simple, and it should be spon-
taneous– sumi-e painters don’t do sketches or stud-
ies before they paint... they just dive in! Dip your brush 
into your ink, and create a simple landscape. You can 
add water to make your ink lighter grey. Play with the 
pressure you use with your brush, and make sure to 
consider your canvas... white space is important, too!
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Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!
 
Step 1: Gather up a piece of paper, a 
paintbrush, and your darkest watercolor.
Step 2: Think about the   essence or 
the spirit of a tree you’ve seen. Close 
your eyes and imagine it the way it would 
look if you simplified it.
Step 3: Paint your tree using only one 
color. It’s ok for it to be very simple. It 
doesn’t need to look realistic.

What is atmospheric perspective?
Artists in the Renaissance were known for their use of atmo-
spheric perspective to create a realistic feeling of distance and 
space. Look at how the landscape in the background is blurry 
and paler in color– setting it apart from the landscape we see in 
the foreground. Even though Tohaku isn’t trying to make some-
thing that looks realistic like Renaissance artists, he is using 
atmospheric perspective to create an illusion of depth in his 
super minimal landscape. The closer trees are darker and more 
detailed, and the trees in the background are lighter grey and 
blurrier. You can use this artistic device in your paintings, too! Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Landscape with the Flight into Egypt, 1563

Sumi-e painters say when you paint this 
way, “the brush dances and the ink sings.”
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R E V I E W

We’ve learned so much about Hasegawa Tohaku, Paul Gauguin, and Gustav Klimt 
this month as we’ve studied their tree paintings! Now, let’s review some of the key 
highlights from the art and the art movements we explored in November.

Hasegawa Tohaku was a painter from 
Japan who worked in many styles. 
Although he was a versatile painter, Tohaku 
preferred a minimalist Zen aesthetic that 
focused on simplicity and the importance 
of white space. He went on to establish 
his own art school later in life. He is one of 
Japan’s most famous artists of all time. 
Tohaku’s Pine Trees were painted 
during the Azuchi-Momoyama 
period (1568-1600). 

Paul Gauguin was a wanderer. He was 
from France, but he spent his life travel-
ing the world, and painting all of the differ-
ent places he visited. He was associated 
with Symbolism and Synthetism, but the 
painting we studied this month is from the 
Post-Impressionist movement. Post-Im-
pressionist paintings are recognizable 
because they usually use a bright and bold 
color palette, and a stylized technique.

Gustav Klimt was born in Vienna and 
his father was a goldsmith. Klimt used 
gold (and other fancy decorative 
elements) in lots of his art. His painting, 
The Tree of Life, is in the ornate Art 
Nouveau style. 

When art is monochromatic– that just 
means it is painted in ‘one color.’ Monochro-
matic art isn’t always black, it can be any color. 
In this case, Tohaku is using black ink, so all of 
his painting is black and shades of grey.

Artists in the Renaissance were known to use 
atmospheric perspective to create a 
realistic feeling of distance and space. Artists 
do this by painting the landscape in the back-
ground a bit blurry and paler in color– setting it 
apart from the landscape in the foreground.
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!

 P A G E  8

How do you see this tree? Is 
it really green? Use green, 
then, the most beautiful 
green on your palette. And 
that shadow, rather blue? 
Don't be afraid to paint it 
as blue as possible.

P A U L  G A U G U I N
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