
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Geography
Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! Let’s explore how these tree paintings relate to some other subjects.

 P A G E  1

Hasegawa Tohaku was from Japan
Paul Gauguin was from France
Gustav Klimt was from Austria

Find these places on the map, and mark them!
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 P A G E  2

Music There are some really great songs (from lots of musical genres) about trees! This 
week it might be fun to look up a few of these and listen to them! Think about songs 
you know... are any of them about trees, forests, or anything else tree related? 

Make sure to preview the songs yourself first, to ensure they are appropriate for your kids. (Some are sad, 
but they can be a good way to start a discussion.) If your kids are very young or sensitive to things like this,  
you can just stick with one of the instrumental or classical compositions.

King of Trees
–Cat Stevens

Willow Weep for Me
–Billie Holiday

The Tale the Pine Trees Knew
–Arnold Bax

Cactus Tree
–Joni Mitchell

Redwood Tree
–Van Morrison

Wind in the Trees
–Joe Satriani

Forest Murmurs
–Richard Wagner

A Day in the Life of a Tree
–The Beach Boys

Lemon Tree
–Peter, Paul and Mary

Pines of Rome
–Respighi
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 P A G E  3

Science
Dendrology is the science of trees (and other wooded plants). There are so many fun 
ways to connect this month’s topic with science.  

Do a nature study where you:

Learn the difference between deciduous and evergreen trees.

Learn about trees in different environment and habitats around the world.

See how trees can be dated by counting the rings.

Learn the anatomy of a tree.

Learn the life cycle of a tree.

Go out and identify trees on a nature walk. (Bring a field guide to help.)

Learn about different leaf shapes, arrangements, and their venation.

Learn all about pine cones.

Make rubbings of the bark of several different species of trees.

Discuss some environmental issues and tree related topics.

Sketch (from photos or from memory) how a tree looks in each season.
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 P A G E  4

Literature
Look through your library’s catalog to see what tree books are available. There are 
books for kids of all ages – from picture books to novels!

Tell Me, Tree: All About Trees for Kids
by Gail Gibbons

Wangari's Trees of Peace: A True Story 
from Africa
by Jeanette Winter

The Tree Lady: The True Story of How 
One Tree-Loving Woman Changed a 
City Forever
by Joseph Hopkins

The Sequoia Lives On
by Joanna Cooke

A Tree is Nice
by Janice May Udry

Redwoods
by Jason Chin

The Giving Tree
by Shel Silverstein

The Busy Tree
by Jennifer Ward
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 P A G E  5

The Art Movements
We’re studying artists from three different movements! Let’s take a closer look at the key 
elements that define art from the Azuchi-Momoyama period, Post-Impressionism, and Art Nouveau.

The Azuchi-Momoyama period | 1568-1600
 • It was a time of political unification, and the creation of a centralized government.
 • There was experimentation in the visual arts.
 • Traditions in art were reconsidered, and different styles merged together.
 • Tohaku represents this time period well because he was such an eclectic painter. He had 
experience working in the decorative and detailed full color style, and he was also a master of 
the contemplative monochromatic style (influenced by the simplicity of Zen philosophy).

Post-Impressionism | 1880-1920
• Post–Impressionism took the ideas from Impressionism (painting outdoors, capturing a 
fleeting moment, recording everyday life) and it added an element of style and imagination.
• Painters in this era were interested in exploring the qualities of their medium. They experi-
mented with new painting techniques, and discovered new methods of making art.
• Gauguin represents this art movement with his repetitive, patterned brushstrokes, and his 
bold use of color.

Art Nouveau | 1890-1910
• Art Nouveau is easily recognizable because it’s so decorative and ornate.
• The images and structures are influenced by nature, and are organic and curvy.
• Painters in this era were interested in creating a new – more modern – style. They wanted 
to brake away from artistic conventions from the past.
• Gustav Klimt represents this art movement with his stylized swirly tree branches, and all of 
the pattern, symbolism, and detail. Klimt was a leader of the Vienna Succession... an art 
movement that was Vienna’s interpretation of Art Nouveau.
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

 P A G E  6

Let’s use Gustav Klimt and his Tree of 
Life as inspiration for our project! Make 
your own Art Nouveau tree. It can look similar to 
Klimt’s, or it can look totally different because you 
added in your own special style.

For this project you can use any art supplies. 
Your art could even be mixed media (a combina-
tion of paint, pastel, marker, collage, etc.)!

Start by thinking of a design element. Will your 
tree be swirly like Klimt’s? Or will it be zig zags, or 
straight lines and perfect circles, or something 
totally different? 

Draw (or paint, or collage) your tree. To make it 
more like Klimt’s mosaic, you can even add in 
some fun embellishments like jewels, sequins,  
or sparkly metallic paint. (Remember how Klimt 
loved gold!) If you have fun paper from old origa-
mi sets or craft projects, it might be fun to cut it 
up and use it as a pattern element.

Do you want to add in symbolism like Klimt did? 
Will you be inspired by Ancient Egypt, Classical 
Greek or Roman art, or something different?

Your tree will tell a story when you’re done 
making it. Spend a few minutes considering the 
message you want people to think about (or feel) 
when they see your amazing tree!

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Gather a piece of paper and your  
crayons. (If you have metallic crayons, 
use them for this project.)
2. Think about the kind of tree you 
want to make. Swirly trees are fun, but 
you can use any design element.
3. Draw your Klimt inspired tree! To add 
extra drama and style, use a black marker 
and some bright colors to add details that 
will make your art more decorative.
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