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W H A T ’ S  T H E  S T O R Y  H E R E ?
Every piece of art tells a story. Take another look at these paintings, and think about what the 
artist was trying to say. How do you think the artist feels about trees? Write down your ideas.
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L E T ’ S  M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S
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Hasegawa Tohaku 
1539-1610

Japan

The Tiger and Bamboo | Pine Tree and Flowering Plants | Picture of Monkey in Dead Trees

Hasegawa Tohaku was a painter from Japan 
who worked in the Azuchi-Momoyama 
period. He is one of Japan’s most famous artists 
of all time. He loved art from an early age. He 
studied at the Kano school, and later went on to 
found his own art school! His most famous piece – 
Pine Trees – is the one we’re studying. Tohaku  
worked at a time when the most popular artwork was very decorative 
and detailed. These byobu screens are quite different. This is the 
very first known work of art to show just trees as the subject. (But if 
you look really closely, you can see a hint of a mountain at the top right 
corner of the left screen.) It’s a special piece of art because of the way 
Tohaku used negative space. Negative space is the ‘blank’ space 
in the art, but it’s just as important as the parts of the screen that are 
painted. In Japan, there is a concept called Ma. Western languages 
don’t have an equivalent word, but it’s an appreciation for minimalism 
and quiet empty spaces. Just like a rest in music makes the other 
notes stand out, or a comma in writing gives the reader a chance to 
process the ideas, this kind of negative space in art gives the viewer 
an opportunity to appreciate the rest of the piece even more. These 
screens are designated as a National Treasure in Japan.

What are Byobu? 
Translated, this word means “protection from wind.” Byobu are Japanese folding screens 
made from joined panels. They are used to separate interior spaces, and create privacy. 
They also provide a wonderful surface to paint on, and a great way to add art to any room.
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L E T ’ S  M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S

 P A G E  3

Eugène Henri Paul Gauguin
1848-1903 France

The Painter of Sunflowers | Woman with a Flower | Still Life with Three Puppies 

Paul Gauguin had a very complicated life. 
Before he became a painter, he was a stockbroker! 
He began painting as an Impressionist, and had a 
few art lessons, but was mostly self-taught. Later,
he started working in the Post-Impressionist style, and after that, 
he was associated with Symbolism and Synthetism. Gauguin was a 
wanderer. He is from France. As a young man, he sailed around the 
world for six years in the Merchant Marines. He settled in France, and 
started a family, but later he left his wife and children to travel and 
pursue his art. Gauguin had many famous painter friends, including 
Vincent van Gogh. In addition to painting, Gauguin also created 
woodcuts, drawings, and sculptures. He spent his life search-
ing... for new exotic lands to explore, for a quieter, simpler lifestyle, 
for color harmonies and contrasts that would evoke feelings in the 
viewer, for a different art movement that would express his ideas 
about painting. Gauguin’s paintings often use flat blocks of solid color 
to define an object. He rarely used line or shadow in his paintings.  

“Don’t copy too much after 
nature. Art is an abstrac-
tion: extract from nature 
while dreaming before it 
and concentrate more on 
creating than on the final 
result.” – Paul Gauguin

His creative explora-
tion pioneered a 
new way of thinking 
about color and a 
new style where 
images were simpli-
fied. These ideas 
inspired future 
painters including 
Henri Matisse and 
Pablo Picasso.
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L E T ’ S  M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S
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Gustav Klimt
1862-1918

Austria

Farm Garden with Sunflowers | Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer | Avenue in Schloss Kammer Park

Gustav Klimt was born in 
Vienna, and his father was a 
goldsmith. (This might explain why 
Klimt loved gold so much and 
included it as an element in many 
of his paintings.) Klimt, along with 
his brother Ernst and their friend 
Franz, founded the Company 
of Artists. They created murals

and paintings around Vienna, and later they focused on decorating– 
working on the interiors of fancy theaters and auditoriums. Gustav 
experimented with his style and was drawn to the radical new Art 
Nouveau movement. Klimt is most famous for the paintings he did 
during his ‘Golden Phase.’ The Tree of Life is from this time, and 
there’s an great story behind the artwork... it’s on the next page!

Klimt’s influences 
Gustav Klimt’s art was inspired by art from 
around the world (and throughout history). 
Take a look at Klimt’s artwork and see if 
you can spot influences from Ancient 
Egyptian, Japanese, Chinese, 
Mycenaean, Minoan, Classical 
Greek, and Byzantine art! 

Look at the way Klimt uses repetition, 
pattern, geometric shapes, decorative 
elements, symbolism, and a sense of 
drama in his paintings.

Klimt and his cat (named Katze).Klimt and his cat (named Katze).
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T H E  S T O R Y  B E H I N D  T H E  T R E E  O F  L I F E
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The Tree of Life painting is a study for a mosaic that covers the walls of 
a grand palace dining room. It’s the central image in a three piece set.Fun fact!

The Stoclet Palace belonged to a banker named 
Adolphe Stoclet (from Brussels, Belgium). It was 
designed by Josef Hoffmann in 1905. Gustave 
Klimt designed the artwork and the mosaics were 
created by Leopold Forstner. If you look closely, 
you can see the handwritten notes Klimt left for 
Forstner. Klimt is sharing instructions for him to use 
gold leaf, mother-of-pearl, marble, and 
semi-precious stones in different areas of the 
design. You can see elements of the decorative Art 
Nouveau style and Klimt’s use of symbolism in 
the art. Look at the repeated eye design. Does it 
remind you of Ancient Egyptian art? People say the 
bird is a reference to Horus from Egyptian mythology.

The full version of the 
Stoclet Frieze; The 
Stoclet Palace exterior, 
The mosaic as it looks 
in the dining room.
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https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/gustav-klimt-and-the-palais-stoclet/FgIitDQVcrnvKg


N O T A B L E  T R E E S  I N  A R T  H I S T O R Y

 P A G E  6

There are over 60,000 species of trees on Earth, and over 3 trillion 
trees total (approximately 422 trees for every person on the planet).Fun fact!

(artists shown
from top left to 
bottom right)

Vincent van Gogh
Piet Mondrian
Pierre-Auguste Renoir
Henri Matisse
Georges Braque
Pablo Picasso
Georgia O’Keeffe
Edouard Manet
Marc Chagall
Edvard Munch
Song Su-Nam

Branching Out
Three styles of trees in art

TheStudio

November 2018 | Week 2

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with



N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Gather your materials. You’ll need a 
sheet of paper and crayons.
2. Look at your tree- the one you 
sketched last week in your nature journal.
3. Draw what you see! Use Gauguin’s 
Post-Impressionist style as inspiration.

For this week’s project, let’s use Paul 
Gauguin as our inspiration.

When you look at his painting, what do you notice? 
Look at the colors he chose. Are they realistic or did 
he take some creative liberties? What about his 
style, and his technique? How do you think he 
painted? What kind of brushstrokes did he use?

Decide what kind of trees you’ll draw or 
paint, and what art supplies you’ll use.

Gauguin's style would work well with tempera paints, 
acrylics, or oil pastels. If you’d rather work in a differ-
ent medium, you can! You can choose to sketch 
your trees first, or jump right into your painting.

Think about:
Composition- How will you arrange the images 
on your canvas? Will things be centered, or asym-
metrical? Will you crop the trees? Are you showing 
things in the foreground and the background?
Color- Are you going to use the actual colors you 
see, or will your tree be stylized? Will you use lots of 
variations of one color to make a big impact? Look 
again at Gauguin's painting and count how many 
different shades of green you see!
Technique- What kind of brush strokes did 
Gauguin use? Notice about the way he painted 
these trees? Do you see patterns? Will you show a 
lot of detail, or will you simplify the images?
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