
T H E  A R T  O F  O B S E R V A T I O N
Let’s take another look.
This month we got to know three amazing artists who worked with paper. Think back and write one thing 
you remember about each work of art. Then look again – really closely – and try to find something new in 
each piece. Write down the new thing you found!

 P A G E  1

I remember... The new thing I see is...
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M O R E  A R T  M A D E  F R O M  P A P E R !

 P A G E  2

Quilling

Origami

You may have seen (and even tried) origami and quilling. Both of these art-forms use paper 
as their medium. Let’s take a look at some of the amazing things artists are making using only paper!

Quilling is the art of creating 
decorative designs using 
tightly rolled paper strips. This 
technique dates back to the Renais-
sance when French and Italian nuns 
would create designs to decorate 
book covers. Now quilling can be 
found on greeting cards, jewelry, and 
more! // Photo © The Deckle Edge

Photos © Robert J. Lange 

Origami dates back to 6th century, and the word itself means “to fold paper” in 
Japanese. Maybe you’ve seen paper cranes folded from tiny colorful squares, but modern origami artists 
use complex math and create amazing compositions that are used science and technology. Look for the 
PBS documentary, ’Between the Folds,’ and check out these amazing creations by Robert J. Lange. 
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .
In the little town on the French Riviera, there’s a church called The Chapelle du 
Rosaire de Vence. It looks simple outside, but inside colorful treasures await!

The Laurence Anholt book, ‘Matisse The King of Color’ tells the whole story of how Matisse came to 
design the architecture, furnishings, and artwork inside the church. 

Look at the windows! Do they remind you of the designs in Matisse’s cut-outs? Matisse carefully consid-
ered the way light would shine through the glass and cast amazing colorful shadows on the white walls 
inside the church. He chose to use only three colors– yellow to symbolize the sun, green to represent 
plant life, and blue for the sea. This week you can decorate your windows like Matisse!
Begin by planning your design, then find 
some colorful tissue paper (or color your own), cut 
your shapes and tape your design up on a window!

 P A G E  3

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!
 
Step 1: Think of a simple pattern involv-
ing repeating shapes. (Use the window 
design here as inspiration.)
Step 2: Gather your supplies. You’ll 
need 3 colored pencils, a black marker, 
and a sheet of white paper.
Step 3: Design your window! Pretend 
your white paper is the window. Use your 
black marker to outline the design, and 
then color your shapes with the pencils.

Photos © Treasures of Provence
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R E V I E W

We’ve learned so much about Henri Matisse and his cut-outs, Robert Rauschen-
berg’s Cardbird series, and David Hockney’s joiners. Let’s review the highlights!

Henri Matisse was from France, 
and he lived from 1869-1954. His 
style changed throughout his career, and 
he was a leader of the Fauvist move-
ment!

Robert Rauschenberg was from 
the United States, and he lived 
from 1925-2008. He is known for his 
assemblage art and his ‘Combines’ 
where he combined painting with scraps 
of paper, photographs, and even 3 
dimensional objects like spoons!

David Hockney is from England, 
and he was born in 1937 and is 
still alive today! He’s best known for 
his paintings and his photo collages that 
he calls ‘joiners.’  He was voted the most 
influential British artist of the 20th century. 

Trompe L’oeil – French phrase that 
means ‘deceive the eye.’ This term 
describes optical illusions or visual tricks 
artists use to make things seem like 
something they aren’t.

Fauvism (1899-1908) It translates to mean 
“wild beasts.” Bright color combinations play a 
key roll.

Abstract Expressionism (1943-1965) 
This movement was interested in sharing 
feelings over imagery. 

Post Modernism (1960-2018) A depar-
ture from traditional art, it’s based on original 
ideas and thinking.

 P A G E  4

David Hockney, Merced River, Yosemite Valley, 1982

 Photo © David Hockney
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...

 P A G E  5
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!

 P A G E  6

Creativity
takes

courage.
H E N R I  M A T I S S E
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