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What 

Can you imagine what these sculptures would 
look like if they were brightly painted? That’s how 
the art once was, before time wore away the 
color. Artists would carve full body sculptures or 
busts from marble, and then paint them! Some 
even had shell or other fine materials inlaid to 
make them extra special.

Study these three sculptures again. Do you see 
a progression of refinement? Through the centu-
ries, sculptors became better and better at 
making realistic looking artwork. 

Look at the early Archaic Period face. It almost 
looks like the artist was carving from memory, 
and not looking at a live model. When artists do 
this, they tend to create art based on what they 
think they know, and not what they actually see.

When you are creating your sculpture this week, 
try to forget what you think you know about 
faces, and what different features should look 
like. Take time to really study a human face. 
Look at the way shadows fall in different places. 
Look at where the cheekbones rise, and where 
the eyes curve. Look at every detail.

Pretend you are just seeing a collection of 
abstract shapes, and not a face. This will help 
you on the road to becoming a more advanced 
sculptor and artist in general!

is a bust?

Classical Period

Hellenistic Period

Archaic Period

In sculpture, a bust is 
the representation of a 
head, neck, and some-
times the shoulders and 
upper chest of a human.

Many times a sculptor 
will intentionally create 
a piece of art showcas-
ing the upper part of the 
person. 

But sometimes these 
are actually fragments 
of full body sculptures 
that have broken apart 
over time.
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L E T ’ S  E X P L O R E  M O R E !

Did you know that there are certain proportions that are always the same on the human face? 
Children’s faces have different ratios, but adults almost always follow these basic rules... 
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The math behind human faces

the bottom of the eyes are 
in the center of the face

the inside of the eyes
lines up with the
outside of the nose

the eyebrows line up
with the top of the ears

the bottom of the nose
lines up with 
the bottom of the ears

the middle of the eyes
lines up with the 
outside of the mouth
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M A R B L E  A N D  B R O N Z E
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The sculptures we’re looking at 
this month are all made of marble. 
Marble was a natural resource in ancient 
Greece, and sculptors had easy access to 
an abundance of marble for their artwork. 
This video shows the process and the tools 
used to create sculptures from marble.

Although we didn’t study them this month, 
sculptors also made many works of art from 
bronze. This was another material that was 
readily available in ancient Greece. 

Marble and bronze are very strong and dura-
ble materials, and we know so much about 
ancient Greek society and culture because 
these works of art survived through the cen-
turies. 

In addition to marble and bronze, artists also used terra-
cotta, wood, and other sculpting materials. These didn’t 
hold up so well over time, and that’s why you probably 
won’t see many sculptures in museums made from these 
materials.

Bronze portrait head of a boxer. From the sanctuary of Zeus at 
Olympia. Around 330-320 BCE.

click to
zoom in
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https://www.namuseum.gr/en/collection/klasiki-periodos-3/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/renaissance-reformation/high-ren-florence-rome/michelangelo/v/carving-marble-with-traditional-tools


N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Let’s make a sculpture! Since we don’t have easy access to large pieces of marble, or liquefied 
bronze like the ancient Greeks, we’ll use a different sculpting technique. Greek artists sculpted by 
removing pieces of marble from a huge block until their final form was revealed. We’ll do the opposite– 
we’ll sculpt by starting with a solid base and building it up with air dry clay. 

To make our Greek art inspired bust, we’ll start with a foam head form. This will help us to have a basic 
shape to work from, and also it will save us from using a TON of extra clay. If your kids are eager to 
begin, they can take the materials suggested for this week’s project and get started! Invite them to 
experiment and try different things. 

Take breaks to look at human faces and see how the shapes all come together. Play and have fun. 
Emphasize the fact that Greek sculptors spent hundreds of years perfecting their craft, and present day  
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Art Express
Grab a container of play doh (or make 
your own from a simple recipe - there 
are many great ones online) and sculpt a 
mini-bust. 

This project will be more difficult to 
achieve a high level of facial detail accu-
racy, so don’t worry if your sculpture 
looks more like an Archaic Period piece 
rather than a Hellenistic Period sculpture. 
Just pay attention to your proportions, 
look carefully at your model, and enjoy 
the process of making art!

artists practice hundreds of times before making a 
realistic looking human face. If your kids are interest-
ed in seeing how a modern day artist makes a bust 
from air dry clay, they may enjoy watching this video. 
But if they would be frustrated by not being able to 
make art like this yet, skip the video and focus on 
observation and experimentation as they explore the 
clay on their own– after all, observation and experi-
mentation is exactly how the ancient Greeks mas-
tered their sculpting techniques!
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https://youtu.be/GH5Eri5pGW0


R E V I E W

This month has been full of fascinating discoveries. We’ve explored Greek architecture (from three 
different orders), pottery (in three different styles), and sculpture (from three different periods)! We even 
learned about pattern! Let’s review some highlights from our month with Greek art.

Greek artists LOVED to use pattern 
everywhere! You’ll find pattern motifs in 
their decorative arts, sculpture, and 
architectural details.

Over the span of almost one thousand 
years, Greek art moved from through the 
Geometric Period to the Orientalizing 
Period to the Archaic Period to the 
Classical Period to the Hellenistic 
Period.

There are three orders in Greek architec-
ture: The Doric Order can be seen at 
The Parthenon. It’s the oldest and simplest 
of the three. The Erechtheion is an exam-
ple of  swirly Ionic Order architecture. 
Corinthian Order columns (like those 
at the Temple of Olympian Zeus) are fancy. 

We looked at pottery in the geometric 
style, red-figure style, and 
black-figure style.

Ancient Greek pottery was useful. Its 
shape told people what was inside, or 
what purpose the vase served.

Greek pottery is iconic and instantly recogniz-
able because of the bold contrast in their 
artwork. There are basically only two colors 
(black and orange), and all of the imagery is 
graphic silhouetted forms, making the art is 
visually powerful.

Greek sculpture became more and more refined 
as artists progressed from dabbling with realism 
in the Archaic Period, getting a sense of the 
human form in the Classical Period, and 
really perfecting it in the Hellenistic Period.

The word arete is often used when art histori-
ans talk about Ancient Greek art and architec-
ture, and it means: excellence. 
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Frieze from Delphi 
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!
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If a building 
  becomes 

architecture, then 
it is art.

A R N E  J A C O B S E N
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