
The Parthenon
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It’s best to study architecture when you can 
actually visit the places and see things up close. 
It’s fun to look at things up high and down low... to see things 
from lots of different perspectives. 

Since we are looking at photographs of the architecture, we’ll 
need to pay especially close attention to what we see in the 
pictures. Here are a few different angles from the three build-
ings we’re learning about this month. Do you notice anything 
new? 

Architecture offers us so much to look at and learn about. 
We’ll be focusing on one thing this week: columns. Make 
sure to look at the columns in each building, then write down 
or chat about your observations.

The Erechtheion

Temple of Olympian Zeus
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G R E E K  A R C H I T E C T U R E
If you’ve ever built a structure out of wooden blocks or legos, you’ve played with the idea of architec-
ture. The Greeks took ideas about building that had already been around for centuries, and made them 
more decorative and extra fancy.

Greek Architects were obsessed with beauty. The word arete is often used when art historians talk 
about Ancient Greek art and architecture, and it means: excellence. Greek society was concerned not 
only with functionality, but also with beauty and perfection. They understood how the human eye sees 
and processes information, and they used math to make adjustments in proportions and spacing in 
their architecture so it would look dynamic and serene and gorgeous... all at the same time.

They used pattern liberally as a way of beautifying their world, from everyday objects to their sacred 
spaces. These repeating designs were inspired by the curving rivers and lush foliage around them, and 
they were symbolic of infinity and the eternal flow of life. Greeks decorated their buildings with sculptural 
stories that told of legends and mythology. Originally the buildings and the sculptures we see today in 
stark white marble were brightly painted and bursting with color. 

Reconstruction of the 
Acropolis and Areopagus 
in Athens, Leo von 
Klenze, 1846.

The Areopagus is a rock 
outcropping located just 
outside the Acropolis.

The Acropolis is an ancient city 
in Athens. There are remains 
from several historically 
significant buildings, including 
the Parthenon.
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D O R I C  O R D E R

There are three orders in Greek architecture. 
They are: the Doric Order, the Ionic Order and the 
Corinthian order.

Let’s take a look at each one and what makes it special.

The Doric Order is the oldest and simplest of the three. The 
Parthenon is an example of Doric Order architecture

The columns are fluted (there are ridges carved into them), but 
there is no decorative element at the bottom – the column 
simply meets the stylobate (or the floor). 

At the top of the column, you’ll see a shape that caps it off (it’s 
called the capital)– there are no fancy swirls or decorative 
elements in Doric order capitals. They are clean and simple.

There are LOTS of elements to Doric order architecture, but 
we’ll just focus on a few of them for our study this month.

Column– the vertical element that holds up the structure.
Capital– the finishing shape at the top of the column.
Frieze– a low-relief sculptural element on the exterior of the 
building. Sometimes they show historical or mythological 
stories. The frieze at the Parthenon is special because it also 
shows everyday people.

Parts of an Ancient Greek temple of the Doric Order: 1 – Tympanum, 2 – 
Acroterium, 3 – Sima, 4 – Cornice, 5 – Mutules, 7 – Frieze, 8 – Triglyph, 9 – 
Metope, 10 – Regula, 11 – Gutta, 12 – Taenia, 13 – Architrave, 14 – Capital, 
15 – Abacus, 16 – Echinus, 17 – Column, 18 – Fluting, 19 – Stylobate

Ancient Greek
Architecture, Pottery & Sculpture

TheStudio

March 2019 | Week 2

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with



5

I O N I C  O R D E R

Parts of an Ancient Greek temple of the Ionic Order: 1 – Entablature, 2 – 
Column, 3 – Cornice, 4 – Frieze, 5 – Architrave or Epistyle, 6 – Capital (com-
posed of abacus and volutes), 7 – Shaft, 8 – Base, 9 – Stylobate, 10 – Krepis
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Ionic columns are 
special because they 
have a stylized base that 
transitions the column to 
the stylobate, and they 
also have a swirly twirly 
capital.

The Erechtheion is an 
example of Ionic Order 
architecture.

This illustration shows 
how colorful and detailed 
the building would have 
looked thousands of 
years ago when it was 
brand new. Artists would 
have painted the frieze 
and many of the small 
architectural details.

Below you’ll find a list of the main elements that are used in Ionic 
Order architecture. Do you notice some differences and similari-
ties to the Doric Order? Things became a bit more decorative, 
but other areas are simplified. In Ionic Order buildings, 
the columns are usually much taller and more 
slender than columns found in Doric Order struc-
tures. Do you like one style more than another? What are your 
favorite things about each one?

Abacus
Volute
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C O R I N T H I A N  O R D E R

Corinthian columns are fancy to the extreme. This one has been 
painted to resemble how it might have looked when it was brand new. 

These columns get there name from the ancient Greek city of Corinth.

The main pieces of the column are labeled below.

Corinthian order columns have many variations but they almost always use  
acanthus leaves as a decorative element in the design.

acanthus leaf

Abacus

Boss

Volute

Acanthus Leaf
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M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  P A R T H E N O N
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The Parthenon is the most iconic example of ancient 
Greek architecture. It was a temple to the goddess Athena and 
was used as a treasury to house valuable and important objects. The 
most notable object was a 40 foot tall sculpture of Athena that was 
made of gold and ivory! The original sculpture doesn’t exist anymore, but 
you can see a full size replica in the photo here. 

The building was designed by the architects Iktinos and Kallikrates, and 
the sculptures and friezes were created under the artistic direction of 
Phidias. Many of the sculptural elements and friezes are now on display 
in London at the British Museum.

Watch this video to learn even more about the Parthenon 
and its rich history.
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https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-ap/greece-etruria-rome/v/parthenon


N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

This project has two parts. First you’ll create a Greek landscape. Use watercolors to make a dreamy 
painting of the sky, land, and water — just like the view from a hilltop in Athens overlooking the Aegean 
sea. Leave that painting to dry while you work on part two. 

On another piece of paper draw one of the columns we learned about this week. Make sure you draw it 
the right size– make it a little smaller than your landscape (you’ll be placing the column on your land-
scape later). Sketch your column first in pencil, then go over your lines with a black marker.

Cut out your column and use a glue stick to place it in your landscape once the watercolors are dry.

You can add more columns if you like, or you can even draw an entire building. Create a scene as it was 
then- brand new and perfect, or as it is now- aged by thousands of years of wear and in ruins. 

This week as you travel around your city, be on the lookout for columns on buildings like libraries, banks, 
and schools. see if you can identify the order, and find out which style is most popular in your city. 

8

Art Express
Take your sketchbook with you this week 
and sketch different styles of columns 
you see in your town. 

Or flip through a few books at your 
house to see if you can find some exam-
ples of Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian order 
columns– then sketch them. 

Supreme Court, Washington DC, USA.
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