
T H E  A R T  O F  O B S E R V A T I O N

One of the most amazing things about ‘Maman’ is its size! Imagine how different it would be if Louise 
made a tiny spider that sat in a glass case in a museum. Or even if she made a 3 foot spider. The mean-
ing and the impact of her art is directly related to the scale of her sculptures. Towering over 30 feet tall 
gives them a powerful presence that they would not have if they were small.

 P A G E  1

The importance of scale

Plan a larger than life sculpture!
Maybe you can’t make a 30 foot metal sculpture 
like Louise Bourgeois, but you can sketch out 
your wildest plans for a monumental work of art. 
Think of sculpture concept that would work 
better large-scale, and make a quick drawing!
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T H E  A R T  O F  O B S E R V A T I O N

In week one we learned that Louise originally studied math and geometry in school before she switched 
to studying art. She continued to explore geometric shapes and compositions in her art throughout her 

career. Take a look at how she used spirals, and even arranged them in 
a grid! Her book layouts were also very mathematical in the shapes she 
used. Louise used her love of math and geometry to create abstract art 
that expressed her memories from the past. She said, “The abstract 
drawings come from a real need to achieve peace, rest, sleep. They 
relate to unconscious memories.” Do you have feelings or memories that 
could be expressed with abstract geometric shapes like these?

 P A G E  2

Geometric Abstraction

 career. 
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .
This month you may have started a fabric book documenting your memories of 
childhood (like Ode à la Bièvre), you may have created a sculpture representing a 
family member as an animal or insect (like Maman), and maybe you’ve even paint-
ed some geometric art (like Spiral Time). This week you might choose to spend more time 
continuing to work on these projects if they aren’t quite finished. 

Or you may want to try something new!

Here are a few ideas to consider if you’re looking to start a new activity. Louise Bourgeois was interested 
in so many different types of art, there are lots of fun options to choose from. 

Draw with fabric. You can use fabric scraps to 
make a “drawing” of something. It can be an abstract 
feeling or an idea, or it can be a realistic image of a 
memory, a scene, or a person.

Geometric art! This can be done a few different 
ways. You might want to use paper scraps that you 
cut up and move around to make a geometric com-
position. You could paint your geometric art (using 
watercolors, gouache, tempera, or acrylics). Or you 
could sketch out some shapes with crayons, mark-
ers, or pastels. This could be a series of art, or just 
one piece. You could also make it into a grid like 
‘Spiral Time’ if that makes sense for your idea.

A different sculpture. If you had fun creating 
3-d art, you might like to make another sculpture. 
Use modeling clay or air dry clay, and try using wire 
(or pipe-cleaner) as a frame to hold up your sculpture 
if it needs support and structure.

 P A G E  3

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!
 
Step 1: Look at page one of this week’s 
guide, and think about the importance of 
scale in art. How does it change the 
meaning when things are big or small.
Step 2: Think of an idea for a sculpture 
that would work best if it were LARGE.
Step 3: Design your sculpture! Sketch it 
out on a piece of paper or make a rough 
scale model using modeling clay or air 
dry clay. 
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R E V I E W

We’ve learned so much about Louise Bourgeois and her art this month. Let’s 
review some of the highlights!

Louise Bourgeois was born in Paris, 
France on December 25, 1911. She 
moved to New York in 1938. She lived to 
be 98 years old and created art through-
out her entire life!

As a girl, Louise helped her par-
ents with their family business 
repairing tapestries. This influenced 
her art later, and she always thought of 
her mother as being like a spider 
because they both repaired things.

Louise studied math and geome-
try at The Sorbonne. When her 
mother passed away, she abruptly 
switched and began to study art. She 
continued her art studies at several 
schools (including École du Louvre). 

At age 71, Louise had her first 
one-woman show at the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York. This 
was a monumental moment for the art 
world as a whole, because she was the 
first female artist to achieve this honor! 

Louise used a variety of mediums. 
Her art ranged from printmaking to painting to 
sculpture, and in later years she began creat-
ing art using textiles. 

Art can be a great way to express 
your feelings. When Louise spoke about 
the inspiration for her artwork, she always 
came back to childhood memories and creat-
ing art as a way of getting her feelings out of 
her head and heart, and putting them into her 
paintings, sculptures, and books.

 P A G E  4

Louise Bourgeois with Andy Warhol
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...

 P A G E  5
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!

 P A G E  6

Tell your own 
story, and
you will be
interesting.

L O U I S E  B O U R G E O I S
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