
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Geography
Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! Let’s explore how this month‘s art relates to some of these subjects.

 P A G E  1

Last week you learned that there are 7 
versions of Maman. One is the original, and 
there are 6 bronze duplicates. They can be found in 
England, Canada, Spain, Japan, South Korea, USA, 
and Qatar. Draw a little spider in each of these coun-
tries to mark the locations of all 7 sculptures!

Find these rivers!

The book Ode à la Bièvre pays 
tribute to the river that ran through 

Louise’s back yard as a child. Other 
important rivers in her life include the 
Creuse, the Seine in Paris, and the 
Hudson, close to her home on 20th 

Street in New York. 
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Charlotte’s Web is a wonderful book to read 
as you explore the art of Louise Bourgeois this 
month. There are a lot of similarities between 
Charlotte and Maman. 

Introduce your kids to the book or movie and 
see if you can find some of them. Use these 
cards to organize some of your ideas, and see 
which characteristics and traits overlap.

 P A G E  2

Literature Charlotte is...

Maman is...
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Spiders are amazing arachnids! 
What is an arachnid? They have:

 P A G E  3

Science

no ability to chew!

Do a little spider research this week and 
see if you can learn more about them!

two body segments 
(the cephalothorax and the abdomen) 

eight legs

no wings or antennae 

8 eyes!  (usually)
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 P A G E  4

Math
Spirals are mathematical! A Greek mathematician named Archimedes wrote about 
them in his essay ‘On Spirals’ and he even came up with an equation for spirals!

The world is filled with spirals. Examples are all around– galaxies in the sky, shells at the sea, and seeds 
in a sunflower are all naturally occurring spirals.

Think of some other examples you may have seen, and do a few spiral sketches. If you don’t already 
have one, this would be a great project for a nature journal. 

Artists have used spirals in their compositions for centuries. There’s even a special spiral called the 
golden ratio that you’ll see used in art and architecture all the time. (Look at The Parthenon, Leonardo da 
Vinci’s drawings, and even modern painters like Piet Mondrian to see the golden ratio in action!)

There’s also a really famous painting you may have seen that shows the night sky 
with swirly stars that look like spirals. (If you didn’t already guess, it’s Vincent van 
Gogh’s The Starry Night.) If you’re not familiar with his painting, take a look and 
pay special attention to all of the details– there’s hidden math in this painting!
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 P A G E  5

Art
Louise Bourgeois made art that 
was meaningful to her. The 
subject matter was personal and 
it related to her life and her 
memories of childhood. The way 
she used fabric as a medium was 
also directly related to her youth. 

Remember that as a young girl she 
worked in her family’s tapestry business.

Have you ever seen a tapestry in person? 
Maybe there are some hanging in a 
museum near your home. If you look at 
one in person, you’ll be amazed by how 
intricately the artist has woven colored 
thread in just the right way to make a 
picture that you can instantly recognize. 

The art of tapestry making dates back to 
the 3rd century BC in Greece.

Over the next 200 years, tapestry art 
moved across Europe, becoming popular 
in Switzerland, Germany, France, and the 
Netherlands.

The scene in a tapestry usually records a 
historic event, or shows a scene from a 
book or a story.

The thread is made of wool and silk, and 
was dyed with colorful plants.

This tapestry is called ‘The Unicorn is Found.’ It’s one of 
seven in the series ‘The Hunt of the Unicorn.’ This was a 
popular theme in art and literature in medieval and renais-
sance times. The tapestries were (probably) made in Brussels 
between 1495-1505, and they can be seen in person at The 
Cloisters, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City.
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

 P A G E  6

This week let’s make some swirly art inspired by Spiral Time.

Louise used gouache paint to make her red spiral series, but you can use anything you’d like! Some fun 
ideas you might want to consider... use yarn or string and glue it onto paper. Make a spiral of glue on 
paper and sprinkle sand or sparkles on top while it’s wet. Get tactile and use finger-paints, a tray of 
sand, or a tray of rice and make spirals over and over again in different ways with your finger or a stick.

You can roll out a long ‘snake’ of clay and then make that into a spiral. Use pipe cleaners or another 
bendable material to make swirls that stay in place. Or use traditional art supplies like watercolors, 
tempera, pastels or crayons to draw spirals.

The possibilities are endless! As you begin to work think about what is inspiring your spiral art this week. 
Is it something from nature like a flower, a pine cone, or a shell? Are you inspired by stars in the night 
sky? Did you see a spiral staircase that fascinated you? Or maybe it’s something else! 

Have an idea in mind as you create your spiral art and have fun making a swirly 
twirly masterpiece!
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