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A R T  A N D  E M O T I O N

Art can be a great way to express your feelings. When Louise spoke about the inspiration for 
her artwork, she always came back to childhood memories and creating art as a way of getting her 
feelings out of her head and heart, and putting them into her paintings, sculptures, and books.

What do you think she was feeling when she made each of these works? Write down your ideas.
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L E T ’ S  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  A R T
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In 1981, Louise (age 71) had her first one-woman show at the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York. This was a monumental moment for the art world 
as a whole, because she was the first female artist to achieve this honor! 

Maman is a tribute to Louise’s mother. The original sculpture is made of steel, 
bronze, and marble. She authorized 6 duplicates to be cast in bronze. You can 
see Maman in person in England, Canada, Spain, Japan, South Korea, USA, 
and Qatar. Some of the sculptures travel, so it’s possible Maman might visit your 
local art museum! Look closely at the sculpture– you’ll see there are marble eggs 
inside of the body of the spider. Eggs become baby spiders, and this detail really 
adds an element of family and symbolism to the sculpture. Did you notice how 
tiny the points of the spider’s feet are? They gracefully touch the ground and look 
so delicate, but are strong enough to hold up this enormous sculpture with ease!

Spiral Time is an interesting painting. Do you think it’s an abstract spider web? 
An exercise in repetition and variation? Something else? In any case, this painting 
is definitely mesmerizing. Once you begin looking closely at the details, there is 
so much to see! Louise used spiral forms in many of her artworks throughout her 
life. She said, “The spiral is an attempt at controlling the chaos.” She also said 
that spirals brought back a childhood memory. As a girl, she watched the work-
ers in her family’s tapestry business wash the tapestries in the river and wring the 
water out of the fabric. She saw spirals as a metaphor for opposing forces. They 
symbolize inward and outward, giving and taking, twisting and changing.

Ode a la Bièvre is Louise’s tribute to the Bièvre. This river ran through the 
backyard of her childhood home and was important for her family's tapestry 
restoration business because the waters here are rich in tannin– an ingredient that 
enhances the dyeing of fabric. The book is a combination of digital prints, fabric 
collages, and screenprints. Louise really enjoyed working with fabric– especially
as she got older. In her later years she transitioned to making fabric sculptures and 
even employed a full time seamstress to help with production. The pages of this 
book explore composition and color. Did you notice how much blue she used? 
She once said, “The color blue pinches my heart.” What do you think that means?

Bourgeois
fun fact!
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Q U O T E S  F R O M  L O U I S E
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Family photo: Louise is on the right 
with her sister, brother, mother, and father.

I came from a family of 
repairers. The spider is 

a repairer. If you 
bash into the web 
of a spider, she 

doesn’t get mad. 
She weaves and 

repairs it.

In my sculpture, 
it’s not an image 
I am seeking, it’s 
not an idea. My 
goal is to re-live a 

past emotion.

The friend (the spider – 
why the spider?) because 

my best friend was my 
mother and she was 

deliberate, clever, 
patient, soothing, 

reasonable, dainty, 
subtle, indispens-
able, neat, and as 
useful as a spider. 

Woven
Memories

TheStudio

June 2018 | Week 2

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with



S P I D E R S  T H A T  T R A V E L  T H E  W O R L D
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Can you imagine moving a sculpture as massive as Maman?
Watch this video to see what it takes!

youtube.com/watch?v=UTsFuZ80OyY

Stockholm, SwedenMexico City

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada Zürich, Switzerland

Bilbao, Spain

Buenos Aires, Argentina
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Get a container of play dough.
2. Think of a family member who you 
want to represent in your sculpture. Now 
think of an animal or insect that reminds 
you of that family member.
3. Form a sculpture using your play 
dough. When you’re done you can put 
your play dough back to use again later 
but be sure to take a quick photo of your 
art first. Or leave your sculpture to dry (it 
may form a few cracks as it dries).

Maman was a spider who represented Louise Bourgeois’s mother. This week you can 
make an insect or animal sculpture to represent someone in your family.

Is your sister like a ladybug?
Is your brother like a grasshopper?
Maybe your grandma is like a butterfly?

Think about a person in your family, and an insect or an animal that you think 
represents them. Then make a sculpture! There are lots of different materials you 
can use depending on what you want your sculpture to look like.

To make your sculpture look shiny and metallic like 
Louise’s, you could use aluminum foil. Be careful of 
the sharp edges as you pinch and fold and squish 
your foil into just the right shape.

You could use modeling beeswax if your sculpture 
needs to be smooth.

Use air dry clay if you want your sculpture to be rock 
hard and paint-able.

Or use modeling clay if you want the ability to come 
back and continue working for a while.

You could even go outside and collect twigs, 
leaves, or other materials and use twine or glue to 
put it all together.

Get creative with your sculpture and use 
your imagination!
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