
Making art from childhood memories
This month we’ll be looking at 
the art of Louise Bourgeois. 

She made LOTS of different types of 
art... from a huge 30 foot tall sculpture to 
small handmade cloth diaries. 

There was one common thread through 
it all, though. All of her art was based on 
childhood memories and reflected the 
way she felt about her family. This month 
you’ll have an opportunity to think about 
your childhood and what makes it spe-
cial. Use those ideas to create your art!

Now, let’s take a look at Louise’s 
art and chat about it! 

“My childhood has never lost its magic, it has never 
lost its mystery, and it has never lost its drama. All 
my work of the last fifty years, all my subjects, have 

found their inspiration in my childhood.” 
– L O U I S E  B O U R G E O I S –
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Photo by Robert Mapplethorpe, 'Louise Bourgeois', 1982
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T H E  A R T  O F  C O N V E R S A T I O N
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Maman, 1999, stainless steel, bronze, marble

Photos © Roland ZH
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Spiral Time, gouache on paper, 2009

© The Easton Foundation / Licensed by VAGA, NY
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T H E  A R T  O F  C O N V E R S A T I O N

Ode à la Bièvre, cloth book featuring digital and screenprints and fabric collage, 2007

© 2018 The Easton Foundation/Licensed by VAGA, NY
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This is Louise
L E T ’ S  M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T

She was born in Paris, France on December 25, 
1911. When she was little, her family moved from Paris to 
the suburb of Antony. She quite liked the change of pace. 
She enjoyed nature and being outdoors by the river. She 
helped her parents with their family business. They repaired 
tapestries, and Louise was good at mending the bottoms of 
tapestries that were coming undone. Louise loved to keep 
diaries and she recorded her life on paper. Her childhood 
was complicated... she admired and looked up to her 
mother, but she was resentful of her father’s frequent 
absence, and their relationship was strained. The diaries 
she kept in childhood would inspire her art in later years. 
When she grew older, she studied math and geometry at 
The Sorbonne. She liked rules and order, and the structure 
involved in math comforted her. While at The Sorbonne, her 

mother (who she was very close to) passed away. Louise abruptly abandon math and began to study 
art. She continued her art studies at several schools (including École du Louvre) and she met and 
mingled with many great artists. When she had finished school, she opened a print shop next to her 
fathers tapestry store. A customer who came in to purchase some Picasso prints ended up becoming 
her husband! They moved to New York, and started a family. In the 1950’s Louise worked alongside 
some amazing Abstract Expressionist artists like Willem de Kooning, Mark Rothko, and Jackson Pollock. 
Her art ranged from printmaking to painting to sculpture, and in later years she began creating art using 
textiles. She cut up her old clothing and hand towels she received as a wedding gift 64 years earlier, 
and she created a diary out of the fabric from her life (using thoughts and feelings from her childhood 
diaries as inspiration). When she was in her 60’s she began teaching art. She continued to make art 
throughout her life, finishing her final piece just a week before she died. Louise lived to be 98 years old!
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S U G G E S T E D  R E A D I N G

Cloth Lullaby is a beautifully written 
children’s book about Louise Bourgeois. 
It details how her childhood shaped her 
love of nature and how helping in the 
family’s textile repair business planted a 
seed that would later grow into her unique 
artistic vision! 
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The Spider is an ode to my 
mother. She was my best friend. 
Like a spider, my mother was a 
weaver. My family was in the 

business of tapestry restoration, 
and my mother was in charge of 
the workshop. Like spiders, my 
mother was very clever. Spiders 
are friendly presences that eat 

mosquitoes. We know that 
mosquitoes spread diseases and 

are therefore unwanted.
So, spiders are helpful and 

protective, just like my mother.

— Louise Bourgeois
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Get a piece of paper.
2. Fold it in half.
3. Note your current thoughts and feel-
ings on the front, open it up and draw a 
picture in the middle, and now you have 
the beginning of a diary. Add to it weekly!

You might want to sketch out your book 
first, or you might want to jump right in! 
You can make the images abstract (like Louise did) or 
you can illustrate it realistically. This diary is a place for 
you to write and record your thoughts in a way that 
makes sense for you. You can work on it this week 
and finish a whole book, or you can start one that 
you’ll come back to over and over again as time goes 
on. For extra fun, find some fabric scraps (or re-pur-
pose fabric items at home that you don’t need any-
more) to add a textile element to your diary.

 P A G E  7

We’ve learned how Louise Bourgeois 
made art based on memories from her 
childhood. You are IN your childhood right 
now! What memories would you like to capture 
in an art project? Do you live near a river like 
Louise? Or maybe you live in a big city? Or by 
the ocean? Or on a farm? The cloth book ‘Ode 
à la Bièvre’ is a diary recording how Louise 
loved the river near her childhood home. Think 
about something that is very special and 
important to you and make a diary about it 
this week! You could make your diary from a 
notebook you already have, from paper you 
piece together, or you could gather fabric 
scraps and make it from textiles like Louise.

Woven
Memories

TheStudio

June 2018 | Week 1

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with


