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Visiting Lascaux II, III, & IV
Shortly after it was discovered in 1940, the general 
public was allowed to tour the Lascaux Cave and see 
the paintings in person. 

Just a few years later, over 1000 visitors were touring 
the cave each day. By the mid 1950’s, preservationists 
began to notice that the paintings were deteriorating, 
and mold was growing inside on the walls. The 
constant stream of people was changing the climate – 
raising the temperature and humidity levels, and also 
the carbon dioxide levels. This was causing calcite 
deposits to form inside the cave, and in some places it 
was covering the artwork.

In 1963 Lascaux was closed to the public. 

A partial replica (Lascaux II) was built nearby and 
opened to the public in 1983. Although it didn’t contain 
all of the artwork, over 90% of the paintings were 
meticulously recreated so tourists and art enthusiasts 
could see the next best thing to the actual cave itself.

Later, Lascaux III was created. This one is an exhibit 
that travels around the world so people from all over 
can learn about the Lascaux Cave, and see accurate 
recreations of the art. 

Two years ago, Lascaux IV – a bigger and more 
comprehensive replica with a museum – was built in 
France. Now, people have three great options when it 
comes to seeing recreations of the Lascaux Cave and 
it’s artwork.

Images from of Lascaux IV Photo credit: www.lascaux.fr
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P R I N C I P L E S  A N D  E L E M E N T S  O F  A R T

When you look at the cave art from Lascaux, you’ll quickly notice two different styles of painting. There 
are outlined animals (like the contour line drawings we did in the first week), and there are silhouettes. In 
some paintings the animals are one style only, and some paintings are a combination of outline AND 
silhouette. People who have studied the cave paintings believe that the paintings with outlines and silhou-
ettes were actually painted by different artists at different times. Flip back to review the art in week one 
and see what you think. Then come back here to see how artists in more recent times have used 
outlines and silhouettes in their art.
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Outlines and Silhouettes

Outlines in art         Silhouettes in art

Cave art from Lascaux

Divan Japonais, Henri Toulouse-Lautrec

Painted Greek Vases

Cave art from Lascaux

Large Face, Henri Matisse

Dove of Peace, Pablo Picasso
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T H E  A R T  O F  C O N V E R S A T I O N
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More interesting ideas and perspectives to think about and discuss.

JANE BROX

To reach the farthest chamber of Lascaux, it's likely a 
man had to snuff out his light, lower himself down a 
shaft with a rope made of twisted fibers, and then 
rekindle his lamp in the dark so as to draw the woolly 
rhinoceros, the half horse, and the raging bison there. A 
long spear transfixes that bison, and entrails pour from 
its side. Beneath its front hooves lies the one painted 
man in all of Lascaux: prone, spindly wounded, 
disguised behind a bird mask. And below him, until its 
discovery in 1960, lay a spoon-shaped lamp carved of 
red sandstone ... Hold it again as it once was held, and 
the animals will emerge out of darkness as you pass. 
Nothing stays still. Shadows nestle in the cavities; a 
flicker of light across pale protruding rock turns a hoof or 
raises a head. One shape recedes as another emerges, 
and everything lingers in the imagination.

WALTER DARBY BANNARD

You don’t have to 
be a cave man to 
appreciate Lascaux. 

RICHARD LEAKEY

Next to the discovery 
of the Turkana boy, the 
visit to Lascaux ranks 
as one of the great 
moments of my life.

GREGORY COLBERT

If you look at Paleolithic 
cave paintings, you 
see how people were 
depicted inside nature, 
not outside it. It was a 
kind of dream time.
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Last week you may have created a clay slab in preparation for this week’s project. 
Even if you didn’t, there’s still time! Take some air dry clay and press it into a flat slab (you decide the 
size and shape). Add texture – if you’d like – to simulate the surface of a rock wall in a cave. Leave it to 
dry for a few days, and then continue from there!

This week we’ll use your dried clay to 
draw, paint, and engrave a piece of cave 
art. First, decide what your subject will be. An 
animal? Geometric symbols? Something else? 
Maybe you want to refer back to the map you 
made in week 2, and elaborate on one of those 
areas or ideas?

Next, use paint (tempera, undiluted watercolor or 
gouache from a tube, or acrylic), charcoal, chalk or 
oil pastels, and/or conté crayons to make your art. 
When your paint is dry, find something you can use 
to dig into your clay. A wooden stick that comes to 
a point will work well (like a thick wooden skewer). 
You don’t need a specific tool for this. Just look 
around your house and yard and get creative. A 
rock with a rough edge, a ballpoint pen that’s out of 
ink, or even a fork will probably do the job! Use 
your tool to follow along the lines of your art, or to 
add texture in another way.

To paint more like cave artists did, you can prop 
your clay slab upright – on an easel if you have one 
– or against a wall, or a stack of books (that you 
cover to protect them from your paint). Many times 
we create art at a table with our art surface sitting 
flat in front of us. It might be a fun challenge to work 
upright this week-like they did in the Lascaux Cave!

4

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!
 
Step 1: Grab an old cardboard box 
and some sidewalk chalk.

Step 2: Flatten your cardboard and 

prop it up against a wall.

Step 3: Use your chalk to create some 

Lascaux inspired cave art!
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Artists re-creating the Lascaux Cave paintings.

R E V I E W

Let’s review some highlights from our 
month inside the Lascaux Cave!

There are ancient cave drawings on every 
continent of the world, except 
Antarctica, so far. 

Lascaux is located in southwestern 
France, and the cave art is from the 
Palaeolithic era. 

The ancient cave “art gallery” in Lascaux 
was hidden and protected from damaging 
elements like weather and humans for 
around 18,000 years. 

The cave was first discovered in 
1940 by four French teenagers who were 
exploring local hidden caves in Lascaux, 
hoping to find hidden treasure. 

Inside the Lascaux cave, artists drew, 
painted, and engraved pictures of 
animals they saw around them. The cave 
features images of horses, bison, aurochs, 
deer, lion, bear, woolly rhino, and even 
felines. There are various markings and 
symbols in the artwork, too!

One of the most fascinating things 
about the Lascaux Cave is the 
layout. Paintings of different animals are 
grouped together in deliberate and orga-
nized arrangements.

Archaeologists have studied the people who 
lived in this area during the time the cave paint-
ings were created. They’ve named this group of 
people the Magdalenians. 

Magdalenians did not have erasers and they 
could not paint over mistakes. They built scaf-
folding to paint in high parts of the cave. They 
used a unique composite viewpoint called 
‘twisted perspective’ where an animal’s 
head is shown in profile, but their horns are 
shown from the front.

Some researchers have speculated that there 
may have been ceremonial aspects related to the 
cave art, that it may have been a form of commu-
nication with other people, or even a way of 
documenting and recording their world. All we 
know for sure is that art was important to the 
Magdalenian culture, and artists were 
valued members of their society.
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Photograph: Denis Nidos/Département 24

Artists re-creating the Lascaux Cave paintings.
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!
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The trouble is, we've been 
taught what to see and how to 
render what we see. If only 

we could be in the position of 
those men who did those 
wonderful drawings in 
Lascaux and Altimira!

P A B L O  P I C A S S O
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