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From the 1910’s - the 1930’s the northern Manhattan neighborhood of 
Harlem was booming with creativity. From fashion to food, music to 
dance, literature to art... amazing things were happening around every 
corner. This map illustrates the concentration of jazz clubs, restau-
rants, and theaters in Harlem. As we spend this week connecting 
Faith Ringgold’s art to these other subjects, we’ll use her book, 
Harlem Renaissance Party, as our guide. 

What is the Harlem Renaissance?

Illustration by Elmer Simms Campbell | Image credit: Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library

Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! Let’s explore how this month‘s art relates to some of these subjects.

Faith Ringgold’s book, 
Harlem Renaissance 
Party, takes us on a tour 
of the rich literary, 
culinary, musical, and 
theatrical scene in 
Harlem during the 
1930’s. The following 
pages explore the 
Harlem Renaissance as 
Ringgold describes it in 
her book (and she 
should know, because 
she was actually there!)

Click the image above to 
see a story time reading 
of the book! 
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https://www.6sqft.com/1932-map-illustrates-a-vibrant-nightlife-during-the-harlem-renaissance/
http://www.arthistorykids.com/the-studio/video-library
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Here are maps of The United 
States of America, New York state, 
and Harlem – a neighborhood in 
the Manhattan borough of New 
York City.

The United States of America

New York State
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Langston Hughes was one of the strongest 
literary voices during the Harlem Renaissance. 
Check out these children’s books to learn more 
about his life and his poetry.

Zora Neale Hurston wrote Mules and Men – 
it’s a treasury of African America's folk tales, 
and it’s mentioned in Ringgold’s Harlem 
Renaissance Party. 
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Literature - Poetry + Folk Tales

1936 photo by Carl Van Vechten

Langston Hughes Zora Neale Hurston

This children’s 
book is inspired 
by Zora’s life!
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Music
There are so many amazing musicians who contributed to the soundtrack of the 
Harlem Renaissance. Two that are mentioned in Ringgold’s book – Louis ‘Satchmo’ Armstrong and 
Coleman Hawkins – are featured here.

You may know Louis Armstrong from his timeless 
version of Wonderful World, or from the musical 
Hello Dolly. But Louis was on the music scene way 
before that! 

In 1922 he moved to New York City where he 
performed with the Fletcher Henderson Orchestra at 
the Roseland Ballroom, appeared on the Broadway 
stage, and was a regular at the Cotton Club.

Click the photo to hear (and see) him play and sing!

Nicknamed ‘Hawk’ and sometimes called ‘Bean,’ 
Coleman Hawkins is responsible for popularizing 
his instrument – the tenor saxophone. He said, “I 
made the tenor sax - there's nobody plays like me 
and I don't play like anybody else.” Click his image 
to hear him play (like no one else)!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhVdLd43bDI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mognZ8FesN4
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Culinary Arts
Have you ever eaten chicken and
waffles... together?

This unlikely combination has origins that begin 
way before the Harlem Renaissance, but in the 
1930’s, a restaurant created a chicken and 
waffles dish unlike any that had come before.

Well’s Restaurant (more commonly known 
as Well’s Supper Club, or simply Wells) began 
serving chicken and waffles as a late night spe-
cial for musicians who played music into the wee 
hours of the morning and finished their set 
hungry! It’s a combination of leftover fried chicken 
from the dinner rush, served with waffles that 
were ready for the breakfast crowd. 

Immerse yourself in the flavors of the 
Harlem Renaissance! There may be a 
restaurant in your area that serves this famous 
dish. Or you can make yourself at home! Click 
the image above to see a recipe that claims to 
be as good as the original! 

Make your dining experience extra fun! 
Put on a little jazz music – Louis Armstrong or 
Coleman Hawkins – and listen to the sounds of 
the Harlem Renaissance as you enjoy your meal! 

Click to
see the
recipe!
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https://www.recipezazz.com/recipe/harlems-fried-chicken-buttermilk-waffles-24606
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Dance
There were many nightclubs and dance halls all around the city, but The 
Savoy Ballroom was the hottest place to dance in Harlem in the 
1920’s. For a nickel, you could buy a root beer or a ginger ale and 
surround yourself with lively music and energetic dancers who were so 
inspired by the sounds of the era, they invented all kinds of new moves! 

The Lindy Hop is an African American swing dance (created in Harlem 
in 1928) that drew it’s inspiration from the Charleston, jazz and tap steps, 
ballet, and intricate steps from the Viennese Waltz. Like jazz, there was 
an exciting element of improvisation in the choreography.

Just like Faith Ringgold drew inspiration from many different places, and 
used unrelated elements in unique combinations to create her story quilts, 
the Lindy Hop dancers took interesting bits and pieces of several dances 
from Europe, Africa, and America to create something wonderfully new.

In Harlem Renaissance Party, Ringgold mentions the dancers 
Josephine Baker and Florence Mills. Check out these childrens’ 
books that feature these sensational dancers!

This is the first known video of the Lindy Hop. By the 1950’s the dance looked like this!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHTLZkvR89I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9OHZtq8CTk
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Art
In Harlem Renaissance Party, Ringgold mentions several painters and sculptors who contributed to the 
Harlem Renaissance. Click through a few of these images to take a virtual gallery tour of their work.

Malvin Gray Johnson, Brothers, 1934

Augusta Savage,

Gamin,

1930

Richmond Barthé, 

Blackberry Woman,

1932

William Johnson,

Three Friends,

1944/1945
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https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/three-friends/gwEzge5DixHxFQ
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/blackberry-woman/EgGoW_G7rlK7LA
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/gamin/kAERnWK5xysdRg
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/brothers/fgGlEaqvEcgi0Q
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Your story quilt is coming along...piece by piece. 

You’ve written the story and painted the main image. Now it’s time to add the quilted border to your art. You can use 
decorative printed paper or fabric for this step. Measure your artwork and figure out how big your border pieces should 
be. If your artwork is 25”x25” for example, you could decide to have 5” square pieces frame your art. Your border 
doesn’t have to be even, though. You can stylize the size and shape of the pieces any way you like. 

Play with a variety of patterns and colors to see how they look together. Feel free to add your own embellishments like 
Faith Ringgold did with her border. (Remember the video from week two where she explained her process?) You can 
draw or paint little extra special additions wherever you’d like. Be intentional about where you place your quilted tiles. 
You may want to move things around a little until everything looks just right. Then glue or sew your border to your art!

Your design can 

be evenly 

spaced and 

traditional.

Or you can get 

creative and 

make your own 

grid!

Bonus Idea! If you’re adding a paper border to your art, you 
can find lots of interesting patterns and designs by looking 
for origami paper or scrap booking paper.

To incorporate even more visual interest and color, look for 
decorative or solid colored rolls of washi tape. (These small 
rolls of paper tape can be found at office supply stores, art 
stores, or even places like Target.) Using washi tape to 
secure your border papers will add an extra layer of interest 
to your artwork– like the piping in a quilt!
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