
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Geography

Fun Fact

Rembrandt’s art was inspired by painters and printmakers from near 
and far! He used lighting techniques like Caravaggio (an Italian painter 
from the Renaissance), and his printmaking was influenced by artists 
from Japan and China. Find these places on the map and then look up 
some their art to see if you can spot the similarities!

Rembrandt never traveled outside Holland, but his art did! Not only was he an artist, but he was also a 
savvy businessman. To get his art in front of as many buyers as possible, Rembrandt created prints that 
could be quickly and easily reproduced. Unlike oil paintings which could only be sold once, a print could 
be copied and sold hundreds of times, making Rembrandt’s art famous around the world. 
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

As a child, Rembrandt attended the Leiden’s Latin School where he studied classical liter-
ature. He used themes from stories in mythology and The Bible in many of his paintings. This week, read the 
story (or an age appropriate version of the story) that goes along with one of these paintings!
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Literature

Greek+ Roman Mythology Biblical Stories

Belshazzar's Feast, 1635Minerva, 1631

The Storm on 
the Sea of
Galilee, 1633

Jacob Blessing 
the Children of 
Joseph, 1656

The Abduction of 
Europa, 1632

Cupid Blowing a 
Soap Bubble, 
1634
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Sometimes art historians and restorer use science to help 
them learn more about the paintings. When these art experts 
studied An Old Man in Military Costume, they noticed areas that didn’t 
quite make sense. In 1968, the painting was first x-rayed, and later a color 
reconstruction was made using a technique called macro x-ray fluores-
cence scanning. This kind of scan can tell us exactly what chemical com-
pounds are found in the art. Where they find lead, they know white paint 
has been applied to that area. Mercury tells us that red paint is present. 
Blues and greens contain copper, and earth tones have iron and manga-
nese in them.

Using this “code” as their guide, they can recreate what the original art may 
have looked like. It’s common practice for artists to use old canvases for 
new paintings, and now their original art isn’t lost in time! Technology is 
always changing and improving, and it’s exciting to think about what other 
art mysteries lie beneath the painted surface. What will we discover next?! 
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Science

All images © J. Paul Getty Trust

Art History 
Vocabulary

palimpsest

When a piece of art is 
painted or drawn over 
to create a totally new 
piece of art.

X ray and color 
reconstruction 
of the painting

(Do you see the other 
image? It’s upside 
down.)
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

There’s math involved in drawing the human face!
Luckily, there are some easy ways to remember how big certain features should be, and where they are 
placed on the face. Of course everyone is a little different, but these guidelines can help you get started!

 P A G E  4

Math

eyes are 
located 

halfway down 
the head

the space 
between the 
eyes is equal 
to the width of 

one eye

the top of the 
ears lines up 
with the brow 

line

the bottom of 
the ears lines 
up with the 

bottom of the 
nose

the center of 
the pupil lines 
up with the 

outside of the 
mouth

the inside of 
the eyes lines 
up with the 

outside of the 
nose
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

This week, get dressed up, make some silly faces, 
snap a few selfies, and draw your silly faces. 

Remember the tronie that Rembrandt painted? And the drawing of 
himself making a funny face? This week it’s your turn to have some 
fun!

Wink at the camera. Look confused. Laugh hysterically. Pretend to 
be upset. Do something crazy with your eyebrows. (You get the 
picture!)

Take photos of all those expressions so you can use them to draw 
or paint your self portrait. You can even make a whole series! (To 
make the project extra fun, dress up as a character and make that 
part of the art, too!)

 P A G E  5

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Look at yourself in the mirror and 
make some silly faces.
2. Collect a pencil and white paper.
3. Draw a quick sketch of your funny 
expression. If you have time, make a few 
more faces and draw those, too!
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