
Katsushika Hokusai, Under the Wave Off Kanagawa,1830-1833

also known as The Great Wave, from the series “Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji” 
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T H E  A R T  O F  C O N V E R S A T I O N
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Some discussion prompts to get you started:
What do you see here?

Do you see anything else?

What kind of art do you think this is? 
What medium did the artist use? What style of art is it?

Where do you think this is?

What time of day?

What time of year?

What’s that box in the upper left hand corner?

What about the colors? What do you notice?

What kind of story is the artist telling us?

What is the feeling in this art?

Does this art remind you of anything?
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 P A G E  3

Storybooks about The Great Wave
Hokusai The Man Who Painted a Mountain*
by Deborah Kogan Ray

One Day in Japan with Hokusai
by Julia Altmann

The Great Wave: inspired by a woodcut by Hokusai 
by Véronique Massenot

A reader for grades 3-6
The Old Man Mad About Drawing: a tale of Hokusai 
by François Place

General art books that mention The Great Wave
Children’s Book of Art

A Child’s Introduction to Art: 
the world’s greatest paintings and sculptures 
by Heather Alexander

*My personal favorite, if you only have time to read one!
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L O O K I N G  A T  T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E
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Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji
The Great Wave is one piece in a series of thirty-six When he was 62 years old, 
Hokusai began working on this series, and he continued for the next 8 years. He captured Mt. 
Fuji at different times of day, different times of year, from different angles, and varying distances. 
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Get a piece of paper and crayons. 
2. Divide your paper into four sections. 
3. Draw something you see outside four 
different ways. Look at it from different 
points of view, and do a quick sketch of 
each angle you see!

This week you can begin your own series 
of nature sketches.

First, choose your subject.

It can be anything– a tree in your yard, a 
pond at a nearby park, or a mountain off 
in the distance. 

Take your sketchbook and draw your subject from 
different angles, viewpoints, times of day, or any 
other variation you think is interesting.

You can draw it 3 times, 36 times, or anything in 
between. This series is yours to create!

When you have a series of sketches, you can even 
take your art a step further if you’d like... use them 
as inspiration for paintings or pastel drawings. 

To make your art look like Hokusai’s, you could 
outline it in permanent black marker, then add color 
with crayons, colored pencils, paints, or markers.

Think about this...

Have you ever studied another artist who looked at 
the same subject from different places, at different 
times of day, and in different seasons? Who was it? 
Where were they from? What was the subject of 
their art?
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( O P T I O N A L )  A R T  S U P P L Y  L I S T
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As an alternative, you could use: You may also want to get:

Tracing paper

Black ink + a bamboo brush

A disposable styrofoam plate or tray

A ball-point penLinoleum Cutters and Handle

A foam brush or paper towelSoft Rubber Brayer

Tempera paintWater-Soluble Block Printing Inks

Fun paper (to print on)

Speedy-Cut Carving Block

Usually, all of our projects are open-ended, and you don’t need specific art supplies. This month is a 
little different because we have a fun opportunity to try out the art of printmaking. If you’d like to 
purchase supplies for your kids to carve and print a piece of art, this list will help you out at the art store.

You can sometimes find a ‘starter set’ that includes everything you’ll need in one convenient package. 

In addition to the printmaking supplies, we’ll also be doing a Japanese ink painting one week this month, 
so if you’d like to pick up some black ink, and a bamboo brush, you’ll be ready for that activity, too!

There’s no need to purchase any special supplies, though. Each week, I’ll be suggesting 
an alternate art activity that can be done with basic art supplies you probably already have at home... 
and I promise it will be just as fun!
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