
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Geography
Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! This week we’ll be connecting Hokusai’s art to NINE other subjects!

 P A G E  1

Katsushika Hokusai lived in Japan. When he was alive, Tokyo was called Edo. In 1868, the city 
was renamed Tokyo.

Do you see Japan on this map? Circle it! If you know where Tokyo (or Edo) is on the map, mark it, too. 
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 P A G E  2

Math

Music

Mathematicians 
have measured 
elements in The 
Great Wave, and 
they came to the 
conclusion that the 
wave shown here 
would be 32-39 feet 
tall in real life.

In 1905, Claude Debussy, wrote a collection of music called ‘La 
Mer’ or The Sea. Hokusai’s artwork is featured on the cover! (Debussy 
said once that Hokusai’s print inspired this musical work!) If you can listen 
to it this week, see if you can feel the wave. Can you smell the saltwater? 
Let the music take you to the sea. (Maybe even have it playing in the 
background as you create your artwork!)
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 P A G E  3

Literature

A poet named Ranier Maria Rilke 
wrote a poem called “The Mountain.” It’s 
inspired by Hokusai’s Mt. Fuji series. If you 
search online, you can find his poem!

Have you ever written a haiku poem? Haiku is a style of Japanese poetry that follows a specific pattern.

Many times the poems are about nature. They often take two different elements, and put them together 
in a new way (like Hokusai did with his wave and Mt. Fuji).

Haiku poems don’t need to rhyme! Just use words that paint a picture in the reader’s mind.  

Try it! Here’s a guide to get you started.

Make sure you look back to the 
week one lesson... there’s a fun book list 
on page 3, and your library might have a few 
of these great books!

(the first line has 5 syllables)

(the second line has 7 syllables)

(the last line has 5 syllables)

More to explore...
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 P A G E  4

Culinary Arts
Have you ever tried Japanese 
food? Hokusai used to eat sushi and 
noodles (among other things). Japa-
nese food contains lots of ingredients 
from the sea... even seaweed! See if 
you can make a Japanese meal for 
your family this week, or visit a local 
Japanese restaurant to get a little taste 
of Hokusai’s life!

Pop Culture Because it’s in the public 
domain, you can find The 
Great Wave on many 
items. It’s even an emoji!!
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 P A G E  5

Science – Nature Study
Let’s take a closer look at 
the iconic Mt. Fuji.

Mt. Fuji is the highest 
mountain in Japan. 

It is 12,389 ft tall!

It’s an active stratovolcano 
(but it hasn’t erupted since 
1707–1708).

Study more about volca-
noes or make an action 
model of one yourself! 

Author(s): K. D. Schroeder
Subduction-en.svg from Wikimedia Commons
License: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0

What’s a stratovolcano?

A stratovolcano is some-
times called a composite 
volcano. It’s a type of 
conical volcano that is 
made up of many layers of 
hardened lava and ash.
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 P A G E  6

More Science

The lab accident that lead to the invention of Prussian blue! We can go into an art store 
today and find shelves filled with different shades of blue paint. But the color blue has an interesting 
history. In early times, it was difficult to find things in nature to use as blue pigment. Ancient Egyptians 
used a combination of silica, lime, copper, and alkali to create their blue paint. Romans used the same 
recipe in their art, but sometime in the middle ages the formula was lost, and the only blue available came 
from lapis lazuli (an exotic gemstone from Afghanistan, that’s very expensive to use for paint). So, many 
artists used just a touch of blue in their art. In 1705 a lab mix-up lead to the accidental creation of  
Prussian blue! It was easy to make– and inexpensive! This discovery 
started ‘blue fever’ in Europe. Suddenly everything was blue! During this 
time, Japan was extremely isolated and they did not import things from 
the outside world, but in the early 1800’s, some Prussian blue pigment 
made it’s way into Japan, and Hokusai fell in love. He used Prussian blue 
in many of his prints, and these pieces of art went on to influence artists 
like Vincent van Gogh. Do you see some of the similarities in their art?

Prussian blue
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History
When we discovered the origins of the 
color Prussian blue earlier, we learned 
that Japan used to be closed off from 
the outside world. For about 250 years, it 
was a strict rule in Japan that very few things 
were allowed to enter and leave their country. 
This rule ended in 1853. In 1867 at the Exposi-
tion Universelle (or the International Exposition) 
that was held in Paris, the Japanese Pavilion was 
a VERY popular attraction! Although more than 

forty nations were represented, it was the first 
time Japan was included, so naturally everyone 
was curious. Soon, Japanese art could be found 
everywhere. There was even a name for it– 
Japonism. Sculpture, architecture, and even the 
theater all came to be infused with the elements 
of Japanese art. Several Impressionist and 
Post-Impressionist painters were especially 
inspired by the artwork, and included elements in 
their own paintings. (Turn the page to learn more!)
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Art
Hokusai’s art influenced a generation of European painters. The way Hokusai created art 
seemed unusual and strange to people at the time in Japan, but years later - and across the globe - it 
was exactly the approach Impressionists were looking to explore.

Impressionists wanted to look at everyday events and people – not just high society. Just like Hokusai.
Impressionists wanted to paint the natural world. Just like Hokusai.
They wanted to show the same subject at different times and from different views. Just like Hokusai.
They wanted to explore new ways of using color- sometimes showing it as solid blocks. Just like Hokusai. 

Can you see Hokusai’s influence on artists like Claude Monet, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec & Mary Cassatt? 

Claude Monet, 
The Japanese Footbridge, 1899

Medium: Oil on canvas

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec,
Divan Japonais, 1892–93

Medium: Lithograph printed in 
four colors

Mary Cassatt,
The Bath, 1890-1

Medium: Drypoint, soft-ground 
etching and aquatint
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 P A G E  9

This week you can make your own block 
print just like Hokusai.

There’s a video demonstration for you in the mem-
ber’s area. If you’re new to the process of printmak-
ing, be sure to watch it for some helpful tips.

It might be fun to create a landscape scene like 
Hokusai, or something else that interests you. It’s 
best to start simple with your art, because it’s 
harder to include small details in block prints.

Also, it’s a good idea to begin with a one color print. 
Hokusai used 4 colors in The Great Wave, but this 
is a complicated process that you can try later if 
you’d like. For now one color will look GREAT! 

A simple printmaking technique for 
younger kids...

Watch the video in the members area and use the 
exact same process with different supplies.

Instead of: You’ll use:
The carving block a styrofoam plate
Linoleum cutters a ballpoint pen
The ink roller a foam brush
Printmaking ink liquid tempera paint

The process: kids can use a ballpoint pen to 
indent their art on the plate. Apply an even layer of 
paint, and lay a piece of paper on top to transfer!

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Collect a sheet of paper, a black 
marker, and 2-3 other colored markers.
2. Outline your artwork using the black 
marker. You can draw anything! Think 
about your composition, and make it 
active and dynamic like Hokusai!
3. Use the colored markers to fill in 
some areas of color. Only use 2-3 colors!

Important note about safety:

The linoleum cutters are sharp and 
kids should always be supervised 
closely. Please instruct kids to cut 
away from their body, and keep their 
non-cutting hand clear of the cutter. 
If you’d prefer a completely safe 
printmaking project, use the alter-
nate supplies listed here. It will be 
just as much fun, and you can circle 
back to this project again when they 
are a bit older. 
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