
 P A G E  1

W H A T  I S  T H E  S T O R Y  H E R E ?
Look closely at ‘The Great Wave’ and find three interesting things to talk about. 
Circle them and write about what you see. What is the story Hokusai is telling us with his art?
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Last week we took a look at Hokusai’s Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji. 
This week we’ll learn thirty-six fun facts about Hokusai and The Great Wave! 
 

Katsushika Hokusai looked like this...

He was born in Japan in 1760.

When he was born, his mother named him Tokitaro. It means “first born son.”

He never knew his father, and his mother passed away when he was very young. 

He moved in with his Aunt and Uncle, and he worked in their shop polishing mirrors.

He decided to go to work at a bookshop. He loved to read and see the illustrations in the books.

As a boy, he taught himself how to draw by copying the illustrations he saw in books.

Later, he studied with a master printmaker named Shunsho.

Sunsho would draw the art, and Hokusai carved the designs into blocks of wood to make prints.

Their art was in the Ukiyo-e style. It means “the floating world” and it’s all about happy and fun things.

Making woodblock prints gave more people access to art, because multiple prints could be made.

Hokusai wanted to explore his creativity, and he eventually stopped working with Shunsho.

36 Fun facts about Hokusai and The Great Wave!
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Last week we took a look at Hokusai’s Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji. 
This week we’ll learn thirty-six fun facts about Hokusai and The Great Wave! 
 

He changed his name to Hokusai in 1797. Hokusai means ‘North Star Studio.’

This is his signature. It says, “From the brush of Hokusai, who changed his name to Iitsu.”

Hokusai changed his name over 30 times to reflect changes in his life and art. 

5,000-8,000 copies of “The Great Wave” were originally printed.

The earlier numbered prints are more valuable because they are more crisp and clear.

Hokusai’s art was well known, but he had trouble making money because his art went against tradition.

He painted in public with his paintbrush in his mouth.

And with his paintbrush in his toes.

And while hanging upside down!

Once he painted two sparrows on a grain of rice.

He even made a painting so big you could only see it if you were standing on a rooftop!

Mostly, he walked around town sketching fishermen and townspeople and selling calendars and peppers.

36 Fun facts about Hokusai and The Great Wave!
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The text inside the box
is the title of the art 
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Last week we took a look at Hokusai’s Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji. 
This week we’ll learn thirty-six fun facts about Hokusai and The Great Wave!  

The Great Wave hangs in museums all over the world. Monet even owned one– it’s displayed in his home!

Hokusai’s art greatly influenced many of the Impressionists.

The Great Wave is said to be the most recognizable piece of Japanese art.

It was unusual for a piece of Japanese art to show perspective like Hokusai did in The Great Wave.

He created over 30,000 works of art in his lifetime.

When he was older, he began each morning by drawing a lion dog for good luck.

He created an instructional book teaching “how to draw.”

He hated to clean his home.

Rather than cleaning, he’d move every year when his house was too messy.

He moved 90 times!

At the end of his life he changed his name to Gakyo Rojin. It means “Old Man Mad About Painting.”

And, he went on to expand his Thirty-Six Views series to be 100 Views of Mount Fuji!

36 Fun facts about Hokusai and The Great Wave!
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Think of a nature scene you’d like to 
illustrate.
2. Collect your supplies. You’ll need a 
black marker and a sheet of paper.
3. Draw a simplified version of your 
landscape. Look at Hokusai’s art as 
inspiration. Notice all of the black outlines 
in his art, and how there are decorative 
patterns. When you are done, sign your 
name (and if you want to change your 
name like Hokusai did, you can)!

This is a page from the book 100 Views of 
Mount Fuji! For your art project this week, you 
can create a black and white nature illustration 
like Hokusai. There are a few different ways you 
can create your art.

In Japanese art, it’s common to use black 
ink and bamboo brushes. You can get a similar 
effect by using whatever art brushes you already 
have at home with black (or dark) tempera paint 
or watercolors.

Some things to consider as you’re 
planning and creating your art:
   • How will you arrange your composition?
   • What’s in front? What’s behind?
   • Will you use black outlines like Hokusai?
   • Will you include animals? People?
   • Are there decorative patterns in your scene? 
   • Hokusai uses the element of repetition. Will you?
   • Should your art be a vertical or horizontal format?

When you’ve finished your landscape, you might 
want to sign your work! You could sign your name 
vertically like Hokusai, and you can even change 
your name for this painting (if you’d like). Remember 
how Hokusai changed his name to reflect his life 
and his art? If you had a new name the described 
you as an artist, what would it be?
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