
T H E  A R T  O F  O B S E R V A T I O N
Let’s take another look.
This month we got to know four of Monet’s Water Lilies paintings really well, but there are so many more! 
Let’s explore a few different versions of Water Lilies, and take a close look at the colors, the reflections, 
and the lighting Monet saw as he painted them. Can you tell what time of day, and what time of year they 
were painted by looking at the choices he made?
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Water Lilies, 1919 Water Lilies, 1914-1917

Nymphéas, 1915Water Lilies, 1914-17 Water Lilies, 1916-1919 
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S T O R I E S  A B O U T  M O N E T
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Monet hired 6 
gardeners to take 
care of his garden. 
One of their jobs 
was to paddle out 
on the pond and 
dust the lily pads 
each day before he 
began to paint!

Monet loved to 
dress in fancy 
clothing! He always 
wore a proper suit, 
even when he didn’t 
have much money, 
and when he was 
going outdoors to 
paint all day long!

Claude Monet was quite a character. Here are some Monet 
fun facts to give you a better idea of his personality.

Monet always began 
painting “en plein 
air” or outside, but 
he usually kept 
working on his 
paintings and adding 
finishing touches 
back in his studio.

Monet planned his 
garden carefully so 
that just when one 
flower was fading 
another would just 
be coming into 
bloom. There are 
flowers blossoming 
every season of the 
year in his garden!

Monet’s
Water Lilies

TheStudio

April 2018 | Week 4

ART HIST   RY KIDS
with



N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Do you remember the painting you did in 
Week 1? This week, go back to that same place at 
a different time of day to make a new version of that 
painting. Look at how the light is different. Does that 
make all of the colors look a little bit different, too? 

What about the shadows? Do they look longer or 
shorter than your first painting? Are they going in a 
new direction? (It’s ok if you didn’t notice all of this 
the first time... just notice it now. Every time you go 
outside to paint you’ll notice more and more.) 

Look at the sky. Is the weather the same today? Is 
the sky a different color? Is it brighter or darker? 

Observe everything carefully and record it in your art. 
(If you think this is fun, you can keep coming back 
and making even more paintings!) 

Remember this painting? Look at how many others Monet did of that same part of his garden!
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Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!
This week’s project will only take 15 
minutes, but there are two parts to it. 

Part 1: In the morning, go outside and 
take a photo of something in nature near 
your home like a tree in your backyard, or 
a patch of flowers on your front porch.
Part 2: Later in the day take another 
photo of the very same scene. Compare 
the two pictures and make two quick 
drawings that capture all the differences.

How many differences can you find? Can you tell what season and time of day it is in each one?
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R E V I E W

We’ve learned so much about Monet, his garden in Giverny, and his amazing 
series of Water Lilies paintings. Let’s review some of this month’s highlights.

Claude Monet loved to paint outside, 
or “en plein air” as it is called in France. 
Monet spent most of his time outdoors, 
and nature was his very favorite subject. 

When he was 42 years old, he and his 
family moved to Giverny – a small town 
in northern France.

Monet is known as the father of 
Impressionism. He created a new 
style of art that was quick and expres-
sive. It captured a moment.

He was fascinated by light and color. 
He studied the way an outdoor scene 
was transformed throughout the day (and 
throughout the year) as the sun moved 
across the sky and the light changed. 

Monet rarely painted his subject 
just once. He painted the Water Lilies 
300 times, the Rouen Cathedral 30 
times, and the Haystacks 25 times!

Some Water Lilies paintings are quite 
large. In the Musée de l'Orangerie in 
Paris, there’s a huge room of Monet 
Water Lilies that stretch over 300 feet!

Monet was extremely fond of Japanese art. 
He collected it, and it inspired his garden as 
well as his paintings!

Monet’s garden featured exotic 
plants from all over the world! He 
imported peonies from England, irises and 
poppies from Japan, nasturtiums from Chile, 
and water lilies from Egypt and South America! 
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Monet painting under his huge umbrella in Giverny.
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T H E  O N E  T H I N G  T H E O R Y

We’re going to practice doing something fun each time we finish a project. It’s 
called “The One Thing Theory.” It’s a good way to finish a project, because we get to think 
about the amazing things we learned during our activities, and choose the ONE THING that we thought 
was the most interesting. What one thing did you think was the most interesting this month? You can 
use this space to write about it...
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A R T I S T  Q U O T E  P R I N T

At the end of each month you’ll receive a printable quote. Print it, trim it out, and tape it up on the fridge,
hang it on the wall in your creative space, or you could even frame it, and start a collection!
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I must have flowers, 
always, and always.

C L A U D E  M O N E T
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