
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

Geography
Art is connected to everything... music, history, science, math, literature, and 
more! This week, let’s explore how Monet’s paintings relate to the subjects of: geography, literature, 
science, and even past and future artists’ work! 

 P A G E  1

Monet was born in Paris, and he painted the 
Water Lilies series at his home in Giverny!
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

There are LOTS of amazing children’s 
books about Claude Monet. 

If you’re looking to expand your Monet study with a 
few new books– check these out: 

The Magical Garden of Claude 
Monet
by Laurence Anholt

Claude Monet: Sunshine and 
Waterlilies
by True Kelley

Who Was Claude Monet?
by  Ann Waldron

Eyewitness: Monet
by Jude Welton

Monet Paints a Day
by Julie Danneberg

The Garden of Monsieur Monet
by Giancario Ascari & Pia Valentinis

Claude Monet: The Magician of 
Colour
by Stephan Koja

 P A G E  2

Literature Linnea in Monet’s Garden
by Christina Björk

Where is the Frog?: A Children’s 
Book Inspired by Claude Monet
by Géraldine Elschner

Claude Monet: The Painter Who 
Stopped the Trains
by P. I. Maltbie

Monet and the Impressionists for 
Kids
by Carol Sabbeth

Katie and the Waterlily Pond
by James Mayhew
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

“I’m good for nothing except painting and gardening.” – Claude Monet

When Monet moved to his home in Giverny, he rented it. It wasn’t until 10 years later that he could afford to 
buy the property and make the landscape spectacular! He envisioned every inch of the garden, and he 
wrote detailed notes to his gardeners about how they should care for the plants while he was away traveling.

Monet ordered plants and flowers from distant places around the world (peonies from England, Japanese iris 
and poppies, nasturtiums from Chile, and lilies from Egypt and South America)! He became an expert 
gardener, learning all about science and nature in the process. He even worked on creating hybrid flowers in 
hopes of making a flower in a brand new color that had never been seen before! When he had his lily pond 
put in, he learned all about the chemistry and natural habitat of water environments. He made sure to include 
carp fish because they help to keep the pond water clean by eating weeds!

Have you ever helped to plant a garden? Or taken a stroll through the park with a field guide that told you all 
about the plants? If you have an opportunity to learn more about nature through gardening, try it! In the 
end, Monet felt that his garden was his most beautiful masterpiece, and those who 
visit the garden in Giverny would probably agree.

 P A G E  3

Science

“Water - don’t let 
the roses get too 

much, apart from 
the older and more 
thorny varieties.”

A note Monet wrote to his head gardener, Félix Breuil.

Check out this book to 
see how one woman 

kept an amazing 
nature journal!

Fun Idea!

Fun Flower Fact: The lilies in Monet’s pond open up 
when the water reaches 64 degrees Fahrenheit.
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 P A G E  4

Art (from the past)
Many Impressionist painters - including Edgar 
Degas, Mary Cassatt, Henri Toulouse-Lautrec, 
and Pierre-Auguste Renoir were influenced by 
the Japanese art and design that was so popular 
in western Europe during the late 1800’s. 

Although Monet never traveled to Japan, he was an avid 
collector of Japanese art. The Japanese footbridge in his 
garden looks like it’s straight from a Japanese ukiyo-e print! 

During the Edo period in Japan (1615–1868), there was a 
popular term: ukiyo. Translated, it means “the floating world” 
and it describes an imaginary universe of stylishness and 
extravagance. Do you think Monet’s garden seems like a 
stylish and extravagant garden version of the floating world?

Ando Hiroshige, 

Wisteria at Kameido Tenjin Shrine, 

1856 | Katsushika Hokusai, 

Orange Orchids, 1833-1834

– Japonisme – 
a French term that 
describes the sudden 

popularity of 
Japanese art and design 

in western culture 
during the late 19th 

century. (There was an 
especially strong 

influence on French 
Impressionism.)
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C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  D O T S

 P A G E  5

Art (in the future)

The Rouen Cathedral

Haystacks Water LiliesPop artist Roy 
Lichtenstein 
was inspired by 
Monet’s art! He 
recreated some of 
Monet’s well known 
series of paintings– 
but he did them in 
his own unique 
Ben-Day dot style. 
(If you’re interested 
in seeing more like 
this, look at the other 
artwork he copied 
by Picasso, Mondri-
an, and Van Gogh! 
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N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N . . .

Project 2: Let’s focus on ONE flower this week. Pick a flower from your 
garden (with permission) or buy a lovely bloom at the store to use as your 

subject. Take the flower off its stem and place it in a bowl of water. 
Draw (or paint) the floating flower and it’s reflection in the water. Look 

carefully at the reflection. How are the colors and values different 
from the actual flower? Study it. What else do you see?

Project 3: Remember how Roy Lichtenstein re-created 
some of Monet’s most well loved masterpieces– but he did 

them in a very different (Pop Art) style? Maybe you’d like to 
use Monet’s paintings as a starting point, then make 

something really different. A surrealist flower? A 
deconstructed cubist version of the Japanese 

footbridge? An abstract expressionist landscape?
You can choose a different style of art that 

speaks to you, then find a Monet painting to 
get you started! This might even make a 

fun series. You could begin a collection 
of Monet Water Lilies done in all differ-

ent styles! (Monet painted flowers for 
30 years– over 250 all together! 

There’s no reason you have to 
stop with one piece of art!)

This week you can choose from 3 completely different project ideas... or you can 
do them all! Each project focuses on something that we explored this week.

 P A G E  6

Project 1: You learned how Monet was inspired by the landscape and architecture of 
Japan. He even built a Japanese footbridge over his lily pond in Giverny. Are you 

inspired by any design elements from an exotic culture far away from where you 
live? Paint a landscape from a distant place (or if you love Japanese style design 

like Monet, you can work on a painting inspired by one of his compositions!
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