
Over 30 versions of the Rouen Cathedral

25 paintings of Haystacks

And approximately 250 Water Lily paintings! 

T H E  A R T  O F  R E P E T I T I O N

When Monet painted something, he really painted it. Monet is known for painting a handful of 
subjects many many times. Each painting is a slight variation– no two are quite the same. Maybe it’s the 
scene from a different angle. Or capturing the light during a different time of day. Or taking a look at the 
subject during each of the four seasons. As he grew older, Monet’s eyesight became worse and worse, 
but he continued to paint the Japanese footbridge in his garden that he loved so dearly. Eventually, he 
was painting entirely from memory! Take a look at some of his most famous series of paintings, and see 
what you think about the variations.

 P A G E  1

Chat about it: Can you tell from these paintings which versions are morning, evening, summer, fall...?
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 P A G E  2

M O N E T ’ S  M O N O C H R O M A T I C  P A L E T T E
Take a closer look at 
Monet’s color palette. Did you 
notice how many different greens he 
used in this painting? Why do you 
think he made that choice?
What kind of feeling 
does this give his art?

When only one color is 
being used it’s called 
monochromatic. Monet uses 
more than one color in his art, but 
his Water Lilies series definitely 
contain more green than any 
other color. 

Monochromatic
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T A K E  A  C L O S E R  L O O K . . .

 P A G E  3

Ripples
Look at how Monet painted 
the tiny ripples in this 
pond. These tiny ripples of water 
aren’t seen in all of the Water Lilies 
paintings. By adding the ripples, 
he gives the water a sense of 
movement. 

Do you think it’s just beginning to 
rain? Are they from tiny water bugs 
landing on the surface of the 
water? Or do you think the little 
ripples were made by something 
else?

Monet used quick, small brush 
strokes to make these Water Lilies 
paintings, and he didn’t worry 
about making things look exactly 
like they do in real life. 

He was capturing a moment in 
time and recording it as he saw it 
and as he felt it. He looked 
carefully at the shapes in nature, 
and then he simplified them a little 
bit to make his art feel like a fuzzy 
memory or a distant dream.

Try it at home! Fill your sink or a small bowl with water and drip just one drop of water into it. 
Watch what happens! Try it a few more times and then see if you can paint or sketch what a 
drop of water looks like when it makes a little ripple. 
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T A K E  A  C L O S E R  L O O K . . .

 P A G E  4

Reflections
Sometimes water acts like a mirror. The Water Lilies series of paintings is special because we can see things that are on top 
of the water, and we can also see things that surround the water– they are in the reflection of the pond!

Do you see the weeping willow tree in the painting above? It looks like it’s upside 
down because we are seeing the reflection of the tree in the water, and not the actual tree!

This tree was special to Monet, and from 1918-1919 he painted it 10 times, and you can 
see it reflected in many of the Water Lilies paintings.

You can also see other things in the reflection! Look closely at the larger version 
of this painting. You can tell a lot about the surrounding garden, the time of 
day, the weather, what season it is, and more... all from what you see reflected 
in the surface of the water! Chat about what you see, and then try to find a place
nearby where you might be able to see some nature reflected in a pond, a lake,
or even a swimming pool! You’ll start to notice reflections in water everywhere.

Claude Monet, Saule pleureur, 1918 

a
weeping
willow
tree 
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T A K E  A  C L O S E R  L O O K . . .

 P A G E  5

Scale
Unless you’ve been to a museum to see Monet’s Water Lilies paintings in person, you might not realize 
how enormous they are! He was trying to create “the illusion of an endless whole, of water without horizon or bank.”

One set of paintings was a gift to France to commemorate the end of World War I. They hang in Musée de l'Orangerie in Paris, in a 
specially designed room featuring curved walls and diffused light from skylights overhead. The paintings stretch over 300 feet!

Another set of paintings (seen below on display at the Museum of Modern Art in New York) are approximately 6.5 feet tall and 42 feet 
wide! And, just as Monet said, there are no markers like the horizon line where the sky meets the land to help you to place yourself in 
this scene. It’s larger-than-life, and a little disorienting as you seem to be viewing the water lilies from inside the pond. 
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 P A G E  6

N O W  I T ’ S  Y O U R  T U R N

Art Express
A 15 minute version for busy weeks!

1. Think of a place in nature that has 
water. It should be a place you can see 
clearly in your memory or imagination.
2. Collect crayons and paper.
3. Draw the place as you remember it, 
and try to make your art look Impression-
ist. Use short quick strokes of color, and 
focus more on the feeling that place gives 
you rather than trying to draw it exactly as 
it looks in real life. Think about color, 
lighting, and how you’ll draw the water.

T H E  A R T  O F  M E M O R I E S

Monet continually painted the Water Lilies series for 30 years! During the last few years 
of his life, Monet had problems with his eyesight, and he painted his garden from memory. He had 
spent so many years noticing both the big grand landscape and the tiny little details, that he knew it all 
by heart. He said that his method of painting in his later years was “trusting solely to the labels on the 
tubes of paint and to the force of habit.”

Is there a place in nature that you’ve been to so many times that you have it memorized? Or a place you 
have read about and you can picture it vividly in your imagination? This week you can paint that place!

Think of a place you’ve been to before, or 
a place you’ve read about in a book. It should be a 
place that has water. Your place can be – but it 
doesn’t have to be – a lily pond like Monet’s garden. 
Now, decide how you’ll show this place. 
Try not to look at pictures of it, just remember it. 
What colors will you use? Will your painting be 
monochromatic? Will you show it as it looks in 
morning? Evening? Summer? Winter?
Paint it how you see it in your mind. Try to 
pay special attention to the water and how it looks. 
Are there ripples in the water, or is it perfectly still? 
Can you see anything reflected in the water? What 
time of day is it? What is the weather like? 
Paint like an impressionist – with short, quick 
brushstrokes. If you’d like to try a wet on wet water-
color technique, it might go really well with this 
activity. Simply run your watercolor paper under 
some water, let it drip dry a little bit, and then place it 
on your table (still wet) and start painting! 
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